
The Book of Daniel
Week 8: 70 Weeks and Chapter 10

70 Weeks

Read 9:24-27

The problem: 70 weeks just doesn’t work in the timeline. As we read last week, Daniel had this vision 
just a few years before the Israelites would be returned to their homeland. But that was 3-4 years away. 
Approximately how long is 70 weeks? A year and a third. So in 70 weeks, nothing in Babylon would 
have changed. The people would still be in exile. The Persians would still be in control.

70 weeks doesn’t line up with anything Biblical or historical. But we know from the previous visions 
that God is almost exclusively using symbolic images and language with Daniel. So if the literally 
interpretation of the timeline doesn’t work, perhaps we need to look at it through the context of 
Daniel’s visions and Biblical numerology.

Numerology:

70 – Where have we seen this number before? At the beginning of Chapter 9, referencing Jeremiah’s 
prophecy that the Israelites would be in captivity 70 years.

The number 70 actually appears 52 times in the Old Testament. We don’t think of it as a common 
symbolic number like 3, 7, or 12, but it’s actually more common than you might think. Throughout the 
Old Testament, the number 70 is most often used in reference to a group of people, sometimes a group 
of animals.

So although we know that 70 has a literal meaning in Daniel, it might be a good idea to keep in mind it 
can be used to refer to a group of people as well.

7 – Where in Daniel did we see this number before and what did it represent? First, during the story of 
the fiery furnace, where the king ordered the furnace be heated seven times hotter than normal. Second,
when Nebuchadnezzar was cursed and would be like a beast for seven periods of time.

What did 7 mean in those verses like it does in the rest of the Bible? Completeness. The reason this 
number typically means both completeness and days of a week are the same reason. Because God, 
through Moses, wrote about creation in 7 day and night cycles, the number of days in a week began to 
represent the completeness of creation.

62 – In the Bible the number 62 does not occur. There are only two 62’s that can actually be found in 
the Old Testament and not in the text. Where might those be? Psalms and Isaiah have chapters past 62. 

Take a brief look at those two chapters and tell me what they both reference? The salvation of God’s 
people. But notice that in both chapters it’s a salvation that is coming, but not quite here yet. That’s the 
only connection we can draw from the Old Testament and the number 62, but it shouldn’t be brushed 
off as a stretch, because both the Psalms and the book of Isaiah were written and read in the temple by 
the time of Daniel. So there might yet be a connection.



1 – Nowhere in Daniel does the number 1 occur up to this point. Even when Nebuchadnezzar and 
Darius see God’s power, they don’t say that “He is the one true God” or “He is the only God”. 
However, although it’s missing from the book of Daniel, it does appear in other books with a very 
specific meaning. What is the meaning of the number 1 in the Bible?

Unity. Often in reference to God being the ultimate singular authority despite working in various ways. 

Interpretation:

Given what we know about the numbers and God’s clear use of symbolic images and numbers in 
Daniel’s visions, perhaps we can look at Daniel as more than just a prophecy of 70 literal weeks.

At the beginning chapter 9, Daniel introduces the reader to the number 70 as the number of years Israel 
would be in exile. At the end of chapter 9, Gabriel recalls this number as a time period leading up to 
Israel’s redemption. Notice that the same number is connected to the same group of people. With what 
we know about the number 70 elsewhere in the Old Testament, in Daniel it seems to be a direct 
reference to the timeline of the Israelites. So while it can be a literal number, it can also mean “Here is 
what is going to happen to the Israelites”.

The reason we can make that inference is because of what follows the number in verse 24. It’s not 
“seven days” but simply the word “sevens”. Now, Daniel used the word “day” twice in chapter 9 
already, so he clearly knows how to use that word. Him not including it in his recalling of this vision 
isn’t an accident. Gabriel didn’t use the word and Daniel didn’t conclude that Gabriel misspoke. He 
wrote down exactly what Gabriel said and left out what Gabriel didn’t. Which was clearly the right call 
because, as we said, 70 weeks doesn’t actually work as a literal time frame.

So it’s clearly 70 sevens. Now, besides meaning a week, we looked at how seven can refer to this 
symbolic idea of completeness. If that’s the case, let’s mash it up with how we looked at what 70 might 
be meaning. Instead of 70 weeks, what about “Here is what is going to happen to the Israelites (70) 
leading up to their completeness (7).” Using the symbolic meaning of the numbers still lets us talk 
about a chronological progression, but now instead of focusing on dates the reader is focused on the 
people, their problem and solution.

On top of being a logical way to interpret this vision (as the rest were symbolic so why wouldn’t this 
one be), it’s also easiest to understand historically. If we’re not boxed into a set time frame, we’re open 
to talk more about the prophecies and fit the timeline around it later.

Note: “Seven” can still be rightly translated “weeks”, but understanding it’s not the typical phrase 
used to mean “weeks” helps us understand that Gabriel is talking about symbolic weeks, not literal.

Now, that being said, we do still have three more numbers to deal with: 7, 62, and 1. So if this timeline 
is focused on how the Israelites will be brought back to completeness, where do 7, 62, and 1 fit in? 
Well, the first one should be easy. What are the people commanded to do in the first 7 sevens? (Vs. 25) 
Rebuild Jerusalem. If 7 is a reference to completeness, then part of Israel becoming complete again is 
Jerusalem becoming complete again. And part of Jerusalem becoming complete is for a king to once 
again reign there. The number and prophecy line up pretty easily there. Israel will return to Jerusalem 
in order to rebuild, and God will establish a ruler over them once more.



Next is the 62 sevens. Let’s start with the prophecy first again. What does Gabriel say will happen 
during the 62 sevens? Jerusalem will be rebuilt, but there will be a time of trouble. Since they’re the 
only two 62’s connected to the Old Testament, let’s look back at Psalm and Isaiah 62 again. What is 
happening in Psalm 62? David is under attack asking God to save him. What is happening in Isaiah 62?
The people are preparing Jerusalem for the Lord. Sound familiar? It’s exactly what Gabriel prophesied 
for the Israelites. Israel will build Jerusalem to prepare for God to lead them again, but they will go 
through a time of struggle and need to call on Him. Again, number – prophecy.

Then finally the 1 seven; the last part before Israel is complete again. During this time there will be 
chaos and destruction. The anointed one will be cut off. The people who follow him will cause the 
destruction. But the anointed one will remain faithful for one final period of time. And at the end of that
time, the one who made desolate the city and the people shall see his end.

So how does the “1” fit in? Well, if this last “week”, this last action of completeness, is indeed the last 
thing standing between the Israelites and redemption, then the 1, meaning “unity”, could easily refer to 
God being unified with his people once more. But recognizing this last seven takes place BEFORE 
God redeems his people, what else could the unification be? What unification do we see in the 
prophecy? We see a covenant between the anointed prince and many people. So even before God 
redeems his people, unification is already happening.

Okay, so that’s the gist of the 70 weeks. Now let’s try to line them up with Biblical history.

Let’s start with the 7 sevens. If the prophecy is about rebuilding Jerusalem, the decree goes out from 
Cyrus in 538 B.C. and Jerusalem starts being rebuilt. During this time, the temple, where God has 
promised to be among his people, is rebuilt. During this time there is no human king, for Israel is still 
under Persian rule, but they do have the temple. All of that is done under the Prophet Ezra.

The next significant event happens in 445 B.C. when Nehemiah is sent to Jerusalem. Unlike Ezra, 
Nehemiah is focused on building the defenses of the city. Thus with Nehemiah we move into the 62 
sevens prophesied. Then there is a time of waiting, as nothing happens in Jerusalem until the New 
Testament.

We do, however, know of at least one historical event that would fall during those 62 sevens (in 167 
B.C.) and that’s Antiochus IV putting and end to Jewish sacrifices and persecuting anyone who would 
not follow his decree. And there we see the troubled times.

That takes us to the final seven. After the building of Jerusalem and it’s defenses, the next Biblical 
event is the coming of the Messiah. And although he is cut off from the religious leadership and fights 
break out over who to follow, the messiah remains faithful to his few followers. And in the end, he puts
an end to all sacrifices, as he offers the final once. And with that he decrees the end of the one who has 
been working to desolate the things God made holy.

Just like that, if we look at the symbolic numbers and the prophecies, we see the rebuilding of the 
Jerusalem and the temple (the throne of their king) under Ezra, the building of Jerusalem’s defenses 
under Nehemiah, the troubling times Antiochus brought to Jerusalem and God’s people, the anointed 
prince (Jesus, now in the flesh) facing trouble his entire ministry, his sacrifice to end all sacrifices, and 
the end of Satan’s grasp over people’s salvation.



The prophecy is clear and fulfilled, and the chronology works if you take them as symbolism and let 
the years fall into place where they will.

If we look at Daniel in the context of Daniel, a prophet who saw exclusively symbolic visions, the this 
confusing unexplained vision perfectly lines up with the Biblical story that is to come. Looking at 
Daniel in the context of the rest of the Bible only builds upon those prophecies, but understanding the 
context of Daniel is the most important starting point.

Why is this important? Because others out there try to take verses like these ones and ones in 
Revelation completely out of context and interpret them in ways that support their theories. They take 
some parts literally and other parts symbolically.

If we want to have any chance of understanding the rest of Daniel and the book of Revelation correctly,
we have to understand how to use context to interpret what prophecies mean. It’s not easy, but it can be 
done if we commit to finding out answers inside the Bible instead of our minds.

Questions or comments? That was the abridged version.

Chapter 10

Verses 1-8:

Finally we see an event during the days of Cyrus, who ruled over/with Darius. Before Daniel sees the 
vision, he is already fasting. We’re told that he is in mourning. For all you Biblical scholars out there, 
how do we know that this is serious mourning and not just a ritualistic fasting?

The first month of the Jewish calendar is Nisan. If Daniel had his vision the twenty-fourth day and had 
been fasting for three weeks by that time, that means he fasted from the 3rd day of Nisan to the 24th. 
Anyone know what happens on the 14th and 15th of Nisan? Nisan corresponds with March/April in our 
calendar... It’s one of the biggest Jewish holidays... Passover. Daniel was in such mourning that he 
didn’t even participate in the Passover feast.

So why was Daniel in mourning? Well two years ago, when Cyrus took over the entirety of ruling, he 
decreed that the Israelites could start returning to Jerusalem. Perhaps Daniel was sad because he was 
too old and frail to return. Perhaps he learned that the Israelites did not immediately start rebuilding the
temple upon return. For some reason, sadness seemed to consume Daniel, and it was at this time that 
God gave him a vision.

In this vision, Daniel someone divine that looks like a man. And the question has been raised, who is 
this guy? It’s essentially down to two choices: Some spiritual being; angel, seraph, council member, 
etc. or God himself. In order to get a better clue, take a look at the descriptions of the man Daniel saw 
and compare them to some language from Ezekiel and Revelation.





Notice how similar the language is that is used to describe all three visions. Based on Ezekiel and 
John’s descriptions, who is Daniel most likely talking to in this vision? Jesus. The man described has 
very specific characteristics that aren’t ascribed to any of the spiritual beings we see in the Bible. These
are descriptions of the second person of the trinity.

What happens to the people in these verses that end up in the presence of Jesus? Daniel lost every shred
of glory and strength in the presence of Jesus, essentially showing just how small he was. The men who
were just near Daniel when he experienced the vision ran in fear. This shows a level of power above 
and beyond that which Daniel experienced with Gabriel.

Verses 9-14:

Verse 9 begins with a very reminiscent picture. If you remember back in chapter 8, when Daniel had 
the visions of the beasts, when Gabriel spoke Daniel fell into a deep sleep. The same thing happens 
here in verse 9. This has led some people to wonder if this “son of man” is another angel, or Gabriel 
again. But what happened before Gabriel spoke in chapter 8? A voice called out to him “Make him 
understand.” It wasn’t Gabriel’s authority that revealed the dream, but the one who hovered over the 
waters. Here in verse 9 it’s likely the same person with the same authority, thus the same result.

Now, that was such a short verse introducing Gabriel into the story, but also a critical one. What it 
shows us is that nothing Gabriel says is by his own authority. He is speaking for God. Thus when we 
see similar language, we shouldn’t immediately think “angel”, but instead “words from God”. That’s 
especially important in these verses as we try to determine who this man is. It’s easy to get caught up 
on the similarities between this man and Gabriel, but it’s the authority behind the words that reveals 
who is speaking.

I say this because verses 9-14 sound very much like an angel is talking. He was “sent”, he fought 
against a demon in Persia (we’ll come back to this), he called Michael to aid him, etc. These are all 
things angels do in the Bible. But who else does the same things that’s not merely an angel? Be 
specific; I want a specific name/title. The Angel of Yahweh. There is one that is set apart from all the 
other messengers of God called “THE Angel of Yahweh” and he does very similar things to the angels, 
but with an infinity greater authority.

Who is the Angel of Yahweh as we talked about in our spiritual beings study? The second person of the 
Trinity, who we know as Jesus. Jesus is the word of God, the do-er of God’s will. Often times angels 
will fill this role, mimicking and serving their creator, but sometimes God decides to interact personally
himself. So despite seemingly very much like an angel is speaking here, the description and what we 
know about Jesus in the Old Testament does very much fit this story.

That being said, verse 13 and 14 are very interesting. You wouldn’t expect anyone to be able to 
withstand Jesus, but we’re told a prince of the kingdom of Persia did for 21 days. To understand this we
need to understand two other things. First, who this is and second, why he was able to withstand. Let’s 
start with the who first.

Unlike later in the chapter, this person is referred to as a “prince” not a “king”. Persia clearly had kings 
ruling, so who is “THE prince” of Persia? Well notice how the one speaking refers to Michael: one of 
the chief princes. Prince is another title used in the Bible for angelic beings. The prince of Persia refers 
to a fallen spiritual being who is working against God in the land of Persia. These types of beings, often



referred to as demons, usually work to sway the hearts of kings and leaders. Thus the one speaking 
mentions both as they are separate people, but working in unison.

If you remember we talked about this in our Spiritual Beings Bible study. In Deuteronomy 4:19, Moses
reminds the people that although there are sun, moon, and stars, the host of heaven, that God has 
allotted to peoples and nations, they are NOT to be worshiped. No matter if they’re good or evil, 
they’re nothing compared to God.

One of my favorite Psalms speaks of just that. Look at Psalm 82. (read it) Notice how Yahweh speaks 
to the elohim (“gods”). He says that they are sons of the Most High, but they will die like men for their 
rebellion. Spiritual beings are no greater than any other part of creation compared to the creator 
himself.

Which begs the second question: Why was this prince able to withstand the Son of God for 21 days? 
What do we know about how God works in creation? Think about the flood. Wouldn’t it have been 
much quicker and simpler to snap his fingers and get rid of everyone but Noah and his family? He 
didn’t need to test their faith, he knew their hearts, which is why he chose them in the first place. God 
sent a flood because after creation God only works through creation.

If he needs something done, he doesn’t just reset, he uses what he has made to do it. He keeps creation 
moving forward by participating in it, not outside of it. That’s why Jacob wrestled with God. God 
wasn’t so weak that Jacob could actually wrestle him, but was working inside of the limits of his own 
creation to move Jacob forward in a way he could understand.

So why did the prince of Persia withstand the Son of God for 21 days? Because God allowed it. He 
went down, not as the creator, but as someone working within the confines of his own creation and 
pressured this demon to leave his people alone. He waited for Michael to arrive to oversee the kings of 
Persia, because he didn’t want to leave them without spiritual protection.

Fun fact: These verses are some of the strongest supporting evidence of what some call “guardian 
angels”. Alongside Deuteronomy 4, it’s clear that God has sent specific spiritual guardians to different 
places, usually to protect his people.

Alright, let’s finish up

Verses 15-21:

Alright Bible buffs, where do we see someone become mute in the Bible when an angel talks to them? 
Luke 1. Zechariah becomes mute after Gabriel (surprise, surprise) tells him about the son he will have 
and he is in disbelief. Which because it comes after this story actually tells us what about that story? It 
was probably Jesus giving Gabriel the command to speak to Zechariah, perhaps the last thing he did 
before the incarnation.

The man goes on to touch Daniel’s lips and allows him to speak. After admitting that he had no strength
left, what happens next that once again reveals to us this is God speaking to Daniel? He says “peace be 
with you.” This is something only Jesus and the angel of Yahweh says. And notice the difference 
between when Jesus says these words and angels say “fear not”. Immediately Daniel regained strength, 
enough to make up for the three weeks of fasting.



After doing so, the son of man speaks to him one more time reminding him why he came. He came to 
remind Daniel that God is with his people, and even when Greece takes over and God’s people are in 
peril once more, God and Israel’s angel, Michael, will still be fighting the spiritual battle to keep them 
safe.

Questions?


