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Prelude 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 
 

Reading 1 Isaiah 11:1–4a 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. 
 

Please Stand 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref, 4, 7 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

P – Pastor         C – Congregation         A – All  
 

Invocation  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 

P Often we sing of the child born in Bethlehem, but forget to 

consider why He is being born there. The child was born in 

Bethlehem in a manger because He serves as the 

representative for us. By being born in poor conditions, He 

represented our condition before God. Because of sin we 

are broken, out of place. But Jesus was born in Bethlehem 

to change that. 
 

A Jesus was born for us. He was born for our sin. He is 

here because we have failed. We have failed to be good 

Christians. We have failed to be good neighbors. We fail 

our family, friends, and coworkers. We are broken 

people, but we want to be better. We want to treat 

others with dignity and respect. We want to love even 

those who don’t love us. Most of all, we want to be right 

with God. So we ask Jesus to help us: By Your death 

and resurrection, grant us forgiveness. By Your Spirit, 

give us a new heart. Help us be who we’re supposed to 

be instead of who we are. 
 

P God has heard your call for mercy. Not because I said so, 

but because Jesus was born in Bethlehem those many years 

ago. Through Him you now have a direct relationship with 

God. And through Jesus’ death and resurrection, that 

relationship is as sons and daughters. So believe me when I 

tell you that upon your confession, you are forgiven for the 

sake of Jesus, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 



Reading 2 Luke 2:1–5 
 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. This was the first registration 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 

who was with child. 
 

You May Be Seated 
 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
 
Reading 3 Isaiah 9:2, 6 

The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 



those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 

For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Please Stand 

 

Introit Psalm 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7 
 

 I will tell of the decree: 

 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have 

llllbegotten you.” 
The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 

 the world and those who dwell therein. 
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

 And who shall stand in his holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

 who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does 

llllnot swear deceitfully. 
He will receive blessing from the LORD 

 and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

 
Collect of the Day 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of 

the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant 

that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may 

with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our 

Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Reading 4 Luke 2:6–7 

 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 



370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Reading 5 Isaiah 40:10–11 

Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

 and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him. 

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 

 and gently lead those that are with young. 

You May Be Seated 

 

Children’s Message 
 



 
Reading 6 Luke 2:8–12 

 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that 

will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city 

of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign 

for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.” 

 
Violin Duet  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  Elizabeth and Stella Martinique 

 
Reading 7 Isaiah 40:3–5 

A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all flesh shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

Please Stand 

 

Reading 8 Luke 2:13–16 
 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace among those with whom he is 

pleased!” 

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 



 
380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

 

 

 

 

 
 

You May Be Seated 

 
Sermon       “Glory to God in the Lowest”               Pastor Aaron Mol 

 

Reading 9 Luke 2:17–20 
 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 

been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

 



388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 

 

 

 
 
Please Stand 
 

Service of the Light 
 

P Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 

C For my eyes have seen your salvation that you have 

prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 

P A light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

C And for glory to your people Israel. 
 

P Wonderful Counselor, you know our hearts better than we 

know them ourselves. 

C Bring healing and unity to all people on earth. 
 

P Mighty God, you rule over all creation. 

C Use us to expand your kingdom across the earth. 
 

P Everlasting Father, you care for us in ways we do not 

deserve. 

C Shower your mercy and grace upon us and the world. 
 

P Prince of Peace, you rule with truth and justice. 

C Bring peace to all people through the message of Jesus. 



 

P Light of the world, you speak truth and life in the darkest 

places. 

C Make us a city on the hill that shines your light for all to 

see. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

A Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(The pastor will light the taper from the Christ candle, and then he will 

light the ushers’ candles. The ushers will light the candles of the people 

seated at the end of the aisles and they will light the candles of those in 

their row. Please do not tilt lit candles. Tilt unlit candles and turn them 

upright as soon as they are lit.) 

 

Candlelight Reading John 1:1-14 
 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 

things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the 

light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 

came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 

believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear 

witness about the light. 



 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 

the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and 

his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive 

him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 

the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 
 

P The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

C On those living in the land of deep darkness a light has 

dawned. 

 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night (vs. 3 sung a cappella) 

 

 

 

 
 
(When the hymn is finished, please extinguish your candles carefully. 

Hold them upright for a few minutes after they are out until the wax has 

hardened in order to avoid dripping wax on the pews or floor.) 



Benediction 
 

P For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  

C He is Christ the Lord! Alleluia! 

 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen.  
 

387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
 

Postlude 
 

(When leaving your seats, please be careful not to disturb the candle 

holders at the ends of the pews, and please handle your own candles with 

care, as the wax may still be soft and apt to drip.) 

 


