
Ash Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order of Worship 



 

Stand 

 

Invocation and Call to Worship Psalm 66; selected verses 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C Amen.  
 

P  Say to God, “How awesome are Your deeds! So great is 

Your power that Your enemies cringe before you.”  

C  Come and see what God has done, how awesome are his 

works for us!  
 

P  For you, O God, tested us; You refined us like silver.  

C  You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our 

backs.  
 

P  You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire 

and water.  

C  But God has listened and heard our prayer.  
 

P  He turned the sea into dry land; we passed through the 

waters on foot.  

A  He has brought us to a place of abundance! 

 

421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing sts. 1–3 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Confession and Absolution Romans 7:18-24 
 

P  Hear me, merciful and mighty Father, as I confess my 

bondage to sin and death.  

C I know that nothing good lives in me.  
 

P  That is, in my sinful nature.  

C I have the desire to do good.  
 

P  But I cannot carry it out.  

C What I do is not the good I want to do.   
 

P  No, the evil I do not want to do, this I keep on doing.  

C I find this law at work—  
 

P  When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  

C In my inner being, I delight in Your law.  
 

P  But I see another law at work in the members of my body, 

waging war and making me a prisoner of the law of sin and 

death.  

A  Who will rescue me from this body of death?  
 

[You are invited to silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, 

Christ’s love is greater.] 

 

P  The same God who worked through Paul to bring the news 

of life everlasting wherever he traveled has also brought 

that news to you. Because of what Jesus has done, your 

past, like Paul’s, is wiped away. Your identity is now “child 

of God”. By your confession, you are forgiven in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit! 

A  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 



 

421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing sts. 4–5 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day  
P  The Lord be with you,  

C And also with you.  

 

P  Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You despise 

nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are 

penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that, 

lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, 

we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen.   
 

Sit 

 



Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12–19 

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 

 “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

 for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

 and he relents over disaster. 

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

 and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

 for the LORD your God? 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 consecrate a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 

 gather the people. 

Consecrate the congregation; 

 assemble the elders; 

gather the children, 

 even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

 and the bride her chamber. 

Between the vestibule and the altar 

 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 

and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

 and make not your heritage a reproach, 

 a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

 ‘Where is their God?’” 

Then the LORD became jealous for his land 

 and had pity on his people. 

The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 

 grain, wine, and oil, 

 and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 

 a reproach among the nations.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
 We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For 

our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God. 

 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to 

receive the grace of God in vain. For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 

 and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of 

salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault 

may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we 

commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in 

afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, 

labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, 

kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech, and 

the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the 

right hand and for the left; through honor and dishonor, through 

slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 

as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; 

as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always 

rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet 

possessing everything. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth 

chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord! 
  

 [Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before 

other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have 

no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before 

you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 

that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let 



your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your 

giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For 

they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 

corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, 

they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your 

room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. 

And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . . 

 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, 

for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by 

others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But 

when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your 

fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in 

secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up 

for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

Luther’s Explanation to the 2nd Article of the Apostle’s 
Creed 

A  I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

P What does this mean? 
 

A  I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 

Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 

virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost 

and condemned person, purchased and won me from all 

sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not 



with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood 

and with his innocent suffering and death, that I may be 

his own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve 

Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and 

reigns to all eternity. 
 

This is most certainly true. 

 

419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 



 
Sermon “Miraculous Darkness”           Pastor Aaron Mol  
 

 

Meditation Readings 
 

 

Ephesians 1:16–18 
 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, 

that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 

 
Hebrews 12:2 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:17–18 

 For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an 

eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to 

the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 

things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen 

are eternal. 

 
Matthew 17:8 

 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus 

only. 

 

 

Imposition of Ashes 
 

P Almighty God, You created us out of the dust of the 

ground. May these ashes remind us that we are dust and 

shall return to dust. May they also remind us of the cross of 

Christ by which we are given everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 

 



 (Those who wish to receive ashes may come forward one at a time.) 

 

[The minister imposes ashes on the forehead with the sign of the cross — 

a reminder of the cross placed on the forehead at the time of Baptism — 

with the words, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return.” The congregation remains silent.] 

 

Prayer of the Church refrain: John 8:36 

P As we begin our journey through this season of repentance 

and renewal, let us return to the Lord, who is gracious and 

merciful. 
 

If the Son sets us free, 

C We are free, indeed.  

 

P O Ruler, You call people everywhere to work for the good 

of all humanity. Empower the leaders of the nations to be 

ambassadors of mercy. If the Son sets us free, 

C We are free, indeed.  

 

P O Healer, grant compassion to all who minister to the sick 

and infirm: medical professionals, healing practitioners, and 

all caregivers. Show Your mercy to those who are ill and 

bring them peace of mind and heart. If the Son sets us free, 

C We are free, indeed.  
 

P O Creator, bless this land and those who dwell in it. May no 

one be found lacking in what is necessary for life, and may 

we who are blessed use our gifts to help all those who need 

assistance. If the Son sets us free, 

C We are free, indeed.  
 

P O Redeemer, You call us to turn from our sin and to live for 

You alone. Guide us through these 40 days of Lent to a 

fuller appreciation of Your baptismal grace. Through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction Psalm 66:5-6 

P Come and see what God has done, his awesome deeds for 

mankind! 



C He turned the sea into dry land; we passed through the 

waters on foot.  
 

P May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

A  Amen. 

 

423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Silent Prayer  
 

Lord Jesus, help me to reset my heart this Lent by approaching Your 

table and Your presence with repentance! Amen. 

 

(As the service closes, we exit in silence as we reflect on our sins and the 

Savior that came to save us from them.) 



Join us this Saturday (February 25
th

) for our Chili Cook-Off, 

starting at 5:00 p.m., to kick off our Lenten season with food and 

fellowship! 
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