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WEEK FOUR
A Cradle, a Cross, and a Crown:  

Consummation (John 20; Revelation 21)

Now come to the end of our Advent series, it is fitting that we address the final part of the Bible story, the 
consummation. As we do so, let’s briefly review. 

The Story
We began “in the beginning” when God created all things “very good” (Gen. 1:31). Adam and Eve, the culmination of 
God’s creative handiwork, were created in the imago Dei, the image of God (Gen. 1:26-28). They were created to “work 
and keep,” to worship and obey God (Gen. 2:15). They were in a unique relationship with God. However, they sinned 
when tempted by Satan (Gen. 3), which affected them and all their progeny, who are now fallen (Gen. 3:14-19; Rom. 5:12-
21), along with all of creation (Rom. 8:19-23). “But God” in His grace and mercy promises an offspring would come from 
Eve (Gen. 3:15) who would crush the head of Satan (Rom. 16:20), overcome the effects of sin and bring new life (Jn. 17:3). 
This is redemption, the third major part of the story. The final part of the story consists of the consummation. 

Redemption
Before we address the consummation, we return to our Advent theme Scripture passage. With the biblical story now in 
mind, Jesus and His statement become clear. 

In the farewell discourse (Jn. 13:31-16:33) Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (Jn. 14:27). And later in this section, 
our theme verse, Jesus says something similar: “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” (Jn. 16:33)

The world is in a fallen state. It is broken. Life in this world consists of tribulation. This hardly needs to be stated 
because it is everyone’s universal experience. The world offers no solution, which explains why the peace offered by 
the world is transient, and not true, real or lasting peace (cf. Jer. 6:14; 8:11). This peace is what Jesus came to provide. 
This is redemption. One does not have to remain in the fallen state in the biblical story. One can, in and through Christ, 
enter into the story of redemption to become part of the story of the redeemed (Col. 1:13-14). 

In John’s Gospel (Jn. 14:27, 16:33), Jesus is the one who provides peace and is, indeed, the one in whom we have peace. 
This statement is made by Jesus, fully aware He is on the way to the cross, knowing the peace He provides only comes 
through the cross (Col. 2:15). The world is blind to this sort of peace (2 Cor. 4:4). The cross is offensive and makes no 
sense, since, according to the world, peace and redemption come through power and might, not weakness and a cross 
(1 Cor. 1:18-25). And yet, peace and life through the cross is the message of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

There are two key statements that frame this: Jesus’ final words on the cross and His first words after the resurrection. 
Immediately prior to His death, Jesus cries, “It is finished” (Jn. 19:30). Jesus’ earthly life was over but it indicated so 
much more. His work of redemption which culminated in the cross was also accomplished, and it was through the 
cross that forgiveness, peace and redemption (salvation) were achieved. This was also the unique way in which the 
Father would be glorified (Jn. 17:4).

These words of Jesus, however, must not be considered the last words. The completion of Jesus’ final statement on 
the cross is made in His first words after His resurrection. Jesus says, “Peace be with you,” to the disciples, and again 
a week later when Thomas was with them (Jn. 20:19-29). The two expressions must be taken together if we are to 
capture the essence of Jesus’ work on the cross. Peace is accomplished through the cross. Thomas’ confession captures 
the response of all true believers: “My Lord and my God” (Jn. 20:28)!
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We see Jesus move from the cradle, to the cross, to the crown. And it is the crown that is achieved through the cross. His 
kingship comes through the cross. Peace with God is accomplished through the cross. And life in the kingdom under 
this king is marked by the cross.

Jesus is our peace (Eph. 2:14), and through Him we have peace with God (Rom. 5:1). There is no condemnation for those 
who have faith in Christ (Rom. 8:1). The curse of sin has been removed through the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:4; Gal. 3:10-14). This is the gospel, which is of first importance (1 Cor. 15:1-3). And not only does 
this affect our relationship with God vertically, it affects our relationships with others horizontally. On the basis of the 
peace we have with God through Christ, we also have and strive for this peace with others (Eph. 2:11-22; 4:1-6).

Consummation
Jesus’ redemption, His creating a community of the redeemed for His glory, is not the final state. There is also the 
consummation. This is final state of those who have experienced peace with God through Christ. In this world there 
will be tribulation, as Jesus notes, but not only does Jesus give peace in the midst of tribulation, when He comes again 
He will deliver us from all tribulation. 

John reminds us of this truth in his final letter. At the consummation of all things, in the new heaven and new earth, 
“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, 
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away. . . ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’” (Rev. 21:4-5)

A word of explanation is necessary regarding the well-know and well-loved hymn “Joy to the World.” Isaac Watts 
wrote the hymn based on Psalm 98 with a focus on Christ’s triumphant and glorious return at the end of the age when 
He judges the world in righteousness. The Psalmist calls for the people of God to sing and shout for joy at His second 
coming. Although it is appropriate to sing at Christmas when we celebrate Christ’s first coming, if we ponder the 
words carefully we will see they reflect Christ’s second coming. So this Christmas, as we celebrate Christ’s first coming, 
we also look and long for His return. 

The Church emphasizes this truth during the Advent season. This truth, the promise of Christ in the Old Testament, 
the first coming as a baby and the final coming as king and judge in the New Testament, marks the beginning and 
the ending of our redemptive story from Genesis to Revelation. And in between the two Advents of Christ, this truth 
forms and shapes our lives now, motivating us to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission (Tit. 2:14; Heb. 
9:28; 2 Pet. 3:11-14; 1 Jn. 3:2-3). This is the life and ministry ordained by God in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2:15), which 
was marred by the first Adam and restored and redeemed by the second Adam, Jesus Christ. As those who have been 
redeemed, we worshipfully and longingly wait for Christ’s return when He will make all things new (Rev. 21-22). 

As the Bible concludes, so we conclude our series: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20; cf. 1 Cor. 16:22)!

Questions
1. What are the trials and tribulations you are experiencing this season? How do you live the peace you have 
experienced in Christ?

2. The “peace of Christ” is to rule and reign in our lives. How do you live in this peace of Christ, and what are the 
peace-robbers of your life?

3. As you live in redemption and await the consummation, living between the two comings of Christ, is your life 
marked by godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission? What needs to change so your life reflects this?

4. Do you only celebrate Christmas, or do you celebrate CHRISTmas? Christmas is about Christ. If you do not know 
Him, you have no peace. Receive Him and His peace, and celebrate true CHRISTmas for the first time. For those of 
you that have received Him and have His peace, live in it. 

Hymn:  Joy to the World


