
 

THIS IS MY SON 

Overview of the Bible Studies 

Midweek of Advent 1—This Is My Son: Cain (Genesis 4:1–16; Psalm 146:3–5; Romans 5:12–17; 

Matthew 5:17–26) 

Midweek of Advent 2—This Is My Son: Ishmael (Genesis 16:1–16;  

Psalm 146:3–5; Galatians 4:21–5:1; Luke 3:1–9) 

Midweek of Advent 3—This Is My Son: Absalom (2 Samuel 18:24–33; Psalm 146:3–5; Ephesians 

5:1–10; Matthew 22:41–46) 

Christmas Eve/Day—This Is My Son: Jesus (John 1:1–18; Daniel 7:13–14; Galatians 4:1–7) 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 2: LEADER’S GUIDE 

THIS IS MY SON: ISHMAEL 

Genesis 16:1–16; Psalm 146:3–5; Galatians 4:21–5:1; Luke 3:1–9 

OPENING 

Pray: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 

coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Collect for Advent 2; 

LSB Altar Book, p. 841) 

INTRODUCTION 

After years of waiting for the promise of an offspring from the Lord, Abram complained that God had not 

given him an heir and assumed that his household steward, Eliezer, would inherit his estate. But the Lord 

said to Abram, “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir” (Genesis 15:4). 

Then the Lord took Abram outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able 

to number them. . . . So shall your offspring be” (Genesis 15:5). How did Abram respond? “He believed 

the LORD, and [the Lord] counted it to him as righteousness” (Genesis 15:6). What marvelous faith to 

believe God’s promises in the face of apparent hopelessness. May God grant to us such a faith! But even 

believers fall into impatience and doubt sometimes, even Abram, often called “the father of the faithful.” 

In Genesis 16, we see Abram and Sarai (they were renamed Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 17) hatching 

a plan to produce a son for Abraham, but without the Lord’s help. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

TRANSITION: In Genesis 12, Abram and Sarai had fled to Egypt to escape a famine. There, Abram and 

Sarai prospered. Later, they returned to Canaan with “sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants, female 

servants, female donkeys, and camels” (Genesis 12:16). One of those female servants must have been 

Hagar, a key character in this lesson. 



 

Q1 Read Genesis 15:12–16. In light of the future of Abram’s offspring, what is intriguing about the detail 

in Genesis 16:1 that Hagar was an “Egyptian servant”? According to Matthew 2:13–15, how does Egypt 

factor in the life of Jesus, “the Son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1)? 

A1 In Genesis 15:7–11, the Lord cuts a covenant with Abram as a sign that He will indeed be Abram’s 

God, provide him with many offspring, and give him the Promised Land. But there will be many trials 

and tribulations for God’s people, including becoming servants “in a land that is not theirs” (Genesis 

15:13)—namely, Egypt. The detail that Hagar is an Egyptian servant of Abram could be foreshadowing 

since Abram’s children will go to Egypt to be slaves, setting the stage for the exodus—God’s great 

redemption of His people—and their return to the Promised Land. 

The story of God’s people going to and from Egypt finds its culmination in the life of Jesus. The exodus 

was a foreshadowing of the life of Jesus, who would likewise flee to Egypt but then be brought safely 

back to Israel (and only afterward settle at Nazareth). This shows us that Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s 

plans for Israel, as Matthew (quoting Hosea 11:1) records: “Out of Egypt I called My son” (Matthew 

2:15). 

TRANSITION: Sarai told Abram that the Lord had withheld children from her own womb, and in her 

impatience concerning the Lord’s promise, she decided to take matters into her own hands. In Genesis 2, 

the Lord had said husband and wife “become one flesh”—which indicates that the Sixth Commandment 

was always God’s Law and that taking concubines or multiple wives was against God’s plan. But sexual 

immorality and polygamy became common among God’s people (the Old Testament never condones 

this; it just reports it). So Sarai suggests Abram should try to have a child with her servant Hagar. 

Q2 What words in Genesis 16:2 suggest Sarai was selfish? Should Abram have listened to his wife’s 

counsel? What is different about the situation reported in Genesis 21:8–13? 

A2 In Genesis 16:2, it sounds like Sarai is faithlessly blaming the Lord for either not fulfilling or being 

slow in fulfilling His promise to give them a child. Sarai’s statement, “It may be that I shall obtain 

children by [Hagar],” suggests that she is selfishly concerned about having children for her own sake, 

rather than keeping God’s plan in mind. 

Abram should not have listened to Sarai at this point but should have said, “My dear wife, we should 

maintain the purity of our marriage bed and wait patiently for the Lord to bless us with a child, even 

though we cannot see how this is possible.” 

In Genesis 21, the Lord finally provided the promised son to Abraham and Sarah in Isaac. When Sarah 

said Hagar and Ishmael should be cast out, the Lord Himself told Abraham to listen to her. Unlike in 

Genesis 16, when the Lord did not sanction Sarai’s plan for Abram to impregnate Hagar, in Genesis 21, 

the Word of the Lord affirmed Sarah’s command. Through all of this, the Lord made use of the sinful 

follies of His people to bring about good. Ishmael would go on to become a great nation, but he was not 

the promised and chosen heir of Abraham as Isaac was. 

TRANSITION: As we saw in the previous question, God’s people were poor, miserable sinners, just like 

us. We should not look at the sinful behavior of God’s people in the Old Testament as examples to follow 

but as warnings about how sinful humans act when they are not fearing, loving, and trusting in God 

above all things. 

Q3 The events in Genesis 16:4–6 truly happened, but in what ways do we also find them true to life? 

What can we learn from them? 

A3 These events are true to life because they demonstrate the jealousy and conflict that occurs when 

people turn the simple one-flesh union of man and woman in marriage into a complex and sinful situation 

involving other sexual partners. Sadly, this is far too common in our society. The effects of this on 

marriages and children are terrible. 



 

Furthermore, Hagar haughtily took her ability to conceive as grounds for taunting her mistress. While 

Abram had wrongly (but willingly) taken Hagar “as a wife” (Genesis 16:3), he treated Hagar as less than 

a wife by turning her back over to Sarai to do as she pleased. Sarai then exacted revenge on the poor 

slave girl, whose haughtiness was wrong but not worthy of such harsh treatment. What a mess! 

This account is a primer on how not to behave—not only regarding the breaking of the Sixth 

Commandment but also in trying to take matters into our own hands and refusing to “let God be God,” as 

Martin Luther often counseled. This lesson provides a sharp warning to us not to violate God’s 

commandments but to patiently obey Him, even when He does not seem to be providing us with what we 

think we need. 

TRANSITION: Thanks be to God that the Lord does not leave us to wallow in the messes that we have 

created but provides His Word to call us to repentance and faith! 

Q4 In Genesis 16:7–12, how does “the angel of the LORD” deal with Hagar’s dire situation? 

A4 The Lord comes and speaks to Hagar. Even when He comes with words of rebuke, it is for our good. 

The Lord tells Hagar that she was out of line to flee from Sarai and tells her to return to her household. 

He also shares a mixture of good and bad news: Ishmael will produce many offspring, but he will also 

have a wild character and run into conflict with his kin. 

TRANSITION: While the Lord does not abandon Hagar and Ishmael and indeed promises that Ishmael 

will become a great nation, it is through the other son of Abraham, Isaac, that the Messianic line would 

continue. 

Q5 Read Matthew 1:1–2, 16–17. Who is the ultimate son of Abraham? According to Galatians  

3:7–9, 26–29, how are we included in the same genealogy? 

A5 While Ishmael and Isaac were sons of Abraham, they were also deeply flawed characters and couldn’t 

save themselves, much less others. But the ultimate promised offspring of Abraham was Jesus, the Christ, 

the Son of the living God. Matthew needed to trace Jesus’ lineage back to Abraham, who had received 

the great promise that the Savior would come from his offspring. 

Jesus is the Offspring (Galatians 3:16) in whom all nations are blessed, Jew and Gentile alike, provided 

that they are “those who are of faith” (Galatians 3:9). By faith in the Gospel that was preached long ago 

to Abraham, we also become “sons of Abraham” (Galatians 3:7). By Holy Baptism, we are clothed with 

Christ and incorporated into Abraham’s genealogy, heirs of eternal life according to the same promise 

God gave to Abraham (Galatians 3:29). 

TRANSITION: After the Lord gave the covenant of circumcision to Abraham and specifically promised 

that Sarah would bear Isaac, “Abraham said to God, ‘Oh that Ishmael might live before You!’ God said, 

‘No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish My 

covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him’ ” (Genesis 17:18–19). Despite 

Abraham’s continued protests, the will of the Lord was fixed. As we read in the passage from Question 2, 

it was necessary for Hagar and Ishmael to be driven out of Abraham’s house so that the election of Isaac 

as heir would be crystal clear. Sarah tells Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son 

of this slave woman shall not be heir with my son Isaac” (Genesis 21:10). The Lord tells Abraham to 

listen to her advice (Genesis 21:12). Perhaps the Lord’s decision strikes us as harsh, but Paul uses this 

scene to illustrate the central doctrine of the Christian faith: justification by grace alone, received through 

faith alone, for the sake of Christ alone, apart from works of the Law. 

Q6 Read Galatians 4:21–5:1. What does it mean to interpret something allegorically (v. 24)? Why do you 

think Paul invokes the Hagar and Ishmael scene in this epistle? Why is this passage perennially important 

to the Christian Church? 



 

A6 To interpret something allegorically means to take an actual event or set of historical characters and 

use them figuratively to illustrate a theological point. This is the only place in the New Testament where 

this particular interpretive technique is used, so we should be cautious about using it recklessly. But in 

this case, the apostle Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, draws a correspondence between the 

details of Abraham’s family and the ways that God deals with His people of all times and all places. 

In the Epistle to the Galatians, the central issue at stake is the danger that Christians will revert from the 

freedom of the Gospel back into slavery to the Law. The story of Abraham’s family perfectly illustrates 

that God does not want us to live by self-chosen works but by simply trusting in His promises. Abraham 

and Sarah tried to speed up God’s plan through the fleshly work of begetting a son through a slave 

woman, Hagar. But God’s plan was to bring about the birth of Isaac according to His promises and 

through the free woman, Sarah. 

Through Christ, God brings His people out of slavery at Mount Sinai (the Law) into the Promised Land 

of “the Jerusalem above” (the Gospel). This is a perennially important issue for the Christian Church 

since our flesh always tempts us to return to legalism as the source of justification, which leaves us in 

slavery to sin, death, and the devil. In the Gospel of free forgiveness and justification for the sake of 

Christ, we are set free from the Law and sin, death, and Satan. Of course, this freedom does not lead us to 

lawlessness but to love, as Paul later emphasizes: “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not 

use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13). 

CONCLUSION 

The God of Abr’ham praise, 

Whose all-sufficient grace 

Shall guide me all my pilgrim days 

In all my ways. 

He deigns to call me friend; 

He calls Himself my God. 

And He shall save me to the end 

Through Jesus’ blood. (LSB 798:3)] 

The story of Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, and Ishmael is a challenging one since all the characters involved 

behave faithlessly and sinfully in one way or another. We can learn much from this narrative about how 

Christians shouldn’t behave. But if we read it through the lens of God’s fulfillment of all His promises in 

Christ, and if we recognize the allegorical interpretation of it provided by the apostle Paul, we can rejoice 

in it as one more illustration of God’s goodness in dealing with His people: “And we know that for those 

who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose” 

(Romans 8:28). 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Pray: Lord God, heavenly Father, You promised Abraham that he would be the father of many 

nations, You led him to the land of Canaan, and You sealed Your covenant with him by the shedding of 

blood. May we see in Jesus, the Seed of Abraham, the promise of the new covenant of Your Holy 

Church, sealed with Jesus’ blood on the cross and given to us now in the cup of the new testament; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. (Collect for October 9, Abraham; Treasury of Daily Prayer, p. 795) 
  



 

 

This Is My Son Bible Study 
Advent 2 - Ishmael 

Genesis 16:1–16; Psalm 146:3–5; Galatians 4:21–5:1; Luke 3:1–9 

 

1. Read Genesis 15:12–16. In light of the future of Abram’s offspring, what is intriguing about the detail 

in Genesis 16:1 that Hagar was an “Egyptian servant”? According to Matthew 2:13–15, how does Egypt 

factor in the life of Jesus, “the Son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1)? 

 

 

 

 

2. What words in Genesis 16:2 suggest Sarai was selfish? Should Abram have listened to his wife’s 

counsel? What is different about the situation reported in Genesis 21:8–13? 

 

 

 

 

3. The events in Genesis 16:4–6 truly happened, but in what ways do we also find them true to life? What 

can we learn from them? 

 

 

 

 

4. In Genesis 16:7–12, how does “the angel of the LORD” deal with Hagar’s dire situation? 

 

 

 

 

5. Read Matthew 1:1–2, 16–17. Who is the ultimate son of Abraham? According to Galatians  

3:7–9, 26–29, how are we included in the same genealogy? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6. Read Galatians 4:21–5:1. What does it mean to interpret something allegorically (v. 24)? Why do you 

think Paul invokes the Hagar and Ishmael scene in this epistle? Why is this passage perennially important 

to the Christian Church? 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

The God of Abr’ham praise, 

Whose all-sufficient grace 

Shall guide me all my pilgrim days 

In all my ways. 

He deigns to call me friend; 

He calls Himself my God. 

And He shall save me to the end 

Through Jesus’ blood. (LSB 798:3)] 

 

The story of Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, and Ishmael is a challenging one since all the characters involved 

behave faithlessly and sinfully in one way or another. We can learn much from this narrative about how 

Christians shouldn’t behave. But if we read it through the lens of God’s fulfillment of all His promises in 

Christ, and if we recognize the allegorical interpretation of it provided by the apostle Paul, we can rejoice 

in it as one more illustration of God’s goodness in dealing with His people: “And we know that for those 

who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose” 

(Romans 8:28). 


