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821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon 

Him in prayer and praise,  let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as 

His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 

declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 

one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 

our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 

midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer 

and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 78:23–25; antiphon: v. 72 

With upright heart he shepherded them 

 and guided them with his skillful hand. 
He commanded the skies above 

 and opened the doors of heaven, 
and he rained down on them manna to eat 

 and gave them the grain of heaven. 
Man ate of the bread of the angels; 

 he sent them food in abundance. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



With upright heart he shepherded them 

 and guided them with his skillful hand. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Merciful Father, You gave Your Son Jesus as the heavenly 

bread of life. Grant us faith to feast on Him in Your Word 

and Sacraments that we may be nourished unto life 

everlasting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 16:2–15 
 The whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled 

against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, and the people of 

Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the 

LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate 

bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness 

to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain 

bread from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and 

gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether 

they will walk in my law or not. On the sixth day, when they 

prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they 

gather daily.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of 

Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was the LORD who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you 

shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your 

grumbling against the LORD. For what are we, that you grumble 

against us?” And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in the 

evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because 

the LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble against 

him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against 

the LORD.” 

 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of 

the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for he has 

heard your grumbling.’” And as soon as Aaron spoke to the 

whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward 



the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in 

the cloud. And the LORD said to Moses, “I have heard the 

grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you 

shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. 

Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” 

 In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the 

morning dew lay around the camp. And when the dew had gone 

up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like 

thing, fine as frost on the ground. When the people of Israel saw 

it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know 

what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the 

LORD has given you to eat.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 4:1–16 
 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 

manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 

with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 

another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you 

were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all 

and through all and in all. But grace was given to each one of us 

according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it says, 

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 

 and he gave gifts to men.” 

(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had 

also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who 

descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 

heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave the apostles, 

the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip 

the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may 

no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 

about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 

craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in 

love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, 

into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together 



by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 

working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up 

in love. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel John 6:22–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of 

the sea saw that there had been only one boat there, and that 

Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his 

disciples had gone away alone. Other boats from Tiberias came 

near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had 

given thanks. So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, 

nor his disciples, they themselves got into the boats and went to 

Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 

 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to 

him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” Jesus answered them, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you 

saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not 

labor for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to 

eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him 

God the Father has set his seal.” Then they said to him, “What 

must we do, to be doing the works of God?” Jesus answered 

them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he 

has sent.” So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that 

we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? Our 

fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave 

them bread from heaven to eat.’” Jesus then said to them, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread 

from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from 

heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down from 

heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give 

us this bread always.” 

 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to 

me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never 

thirst.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 



918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
 

Intentions are an interesting thing. People can be absolutely 

wrong and full of error in what they do or say, but if they're doing 

it with good intentions, we tend to be a little more… forgiving, 

don't we? We may even let the error slide. After all, it's not like the 

error was purposely committed with malice or deceit in mind. 

They had good intentions. They were just ignorant. They didn't 

know any better. I think about when a child does something they’re 

not supposed to. We’re lenient because we know we ca use that 

opportunity to teach. Albeit, it’s a bit easier to think that way with 

kids rather than adults, but we understand that intentions do play 

into our response. 



Now what about after the correction has been made? What 

about after the error has been addressed? If people willingly 

continue to commit error after the ignorance has been removed, are 

we still dealing with good intentions at this point, or are we now 

entering into stubborn, thick-necked sin? Think about how you feel 

when you tell a child “no” and the do something anyway. Perhaps 

you see a clear willful disobedience. How do you handle that 

situation? Are you as calm as the first time it happened? Or do you 

get more serious each time it happens? 
As we turn our ear to the Gospel lesson for this morning, 

we hear of a group of people seeking out Jesus the day after He 

miraculously fed over 5,000 men with a few small loaves of bread 

and a couple of little fish. That's a good thing, right? This group 

knew that Jesus always traveled with His twelve apostles. This 

group had also watched those twelve apostles leave in their boat 

the day before, leaving Jesus there on the shore. Think about it. If 

one boat leaves without Jesus, and that's the only boat that is 

missing, then Jesus must obviously still be hanging around on this 

side of the sea. It's not like anyone is going to swim across (or 

walk across) such a great expanse of water, especially with the 

terrible storm that had ripped through the night before. And 

yet…Jesus was nowhere to be found. 
This is what leads the people to get in their boats and make 

the trip across the sea to the other side. They were going to try and 

track down the apostles and find out if they knew where Jesus 

might be. Again, this is a good thing, right? Who could fault the 

people for this? These people should be commended for their 

tenacity. And it’s precisely because of this tenacious detective 

work that they were so surprised when they met Jesus on the other 

side. "Rabbi, when did you come here? What are you doing here? 

How did you get here?" As perplexed as the people were when 

they unexpectedly encountered Jesus, there must have been a bit of 

surprised joy and relief too. "Hey, now we don't have to track 

down the apostles and play a divine game of 'Where's Waldo.' 

Jesus is right here! We found Him! Let's get down to business!" 
And that brings up a good question: Why were they seeking 

Jesus? What was so important that they felt it necessary to get into 

their own boats and make the journey across the sea so they could 

track down this single man? Essentially: what were their 



intentions? John tells us in verse 15 of this chapter—right between 

the feeding of the 5,000 and Jesus going away by Himself to 

pray—that the people were so impressed and happy with the 

miraculous sign of bread and fish that they were looking to make 

Jesus their "bread king." In fact, they were even willing to use 

force if it came down to it. This great, never-ending bread vending 

machine that was Jesus was going to be their king, whether He 

liked it or not! So why were they looking? In a word: selfishness. 
This ugly little reality really shines a light on the true 

intentions of this group, doesn't it? But it should come as no 

surprise to any of you that Jesus knew all along that this was in 

their hearts. In fact, He called them out in their foul, evil intentions 

with His first words to them. "Jesus, when did you get here?" 

Before they can even say anything else, Jesus lets them have it. 

Notice: He doesn't even bother to play nice and entertain their 

bogus questions. He goes right for the jugular. "Truly I say to you, 

you are seeking Me, not because you saw signs, but because you 

ate your fill of the loaves. You had your bellies filled and you want 

Me to do it again! Stop worrying about your stomachs and start 

worrying about your eternal life!" 
And with intentions no longer hidden, how do the people 

respond? "What must we do to be doing the work of God?" Did 

you catch that? Basically, the people know that their true intentions 

have been exposed, but rather than repent, they try to work out a 

deal with Jesus. They assume that they have to earn the things they 

desire. Makes sense, right? That's how the world works. "Okay, 

okay. Let's work a deal here. We'll do something for God, and in 

return you'll give us what we want. How's that work for you? We'll 

scratch your back and you scratch ours." Well, thank goodness that 

mindset never made it to our time. 
Thank goodness we don’t hear things like (cough and pull 

up a clear list): God can cause opportunity to find you. He has 

unexpected blessings where you suddenly meet the right person, or 

suddenly your health improves, or suddenly you're able to pay off 

your house. That's God shifting things in your favor. (Joel Osteen) 

Obedience to God is the pathway to the life you really want to live. 

(Joyce Meyer) Poverty is from the devil and God wants all 

Christians prosperous. (Benny Hinn) Poverty is caused by sin and 

disobeying the word of god. (John Hagee) If it wasn’t 



obvious: Those were just a few of the popular T.V. preachers who 

teach that worldly wealth and success is the reward for those who 

obey God. 
But you tell me: Does God work on the "Let's Make a 

Deal" merit system? Listen to how Jesus responds to their offer, 

"This is the work of God; that you believe in Him whom He has 

sent." He tells them to believe, have faith, because clearly none of 

them do. They asked him for a list of works they could start 

checking off and He preached faith alone in Christ alone. Does that 

sound like Jesus supporting works-righteousness? Or does it sound 

like someone who knows all the works our hands could possibly 

do wouldn’t cover the damage of sin that our hands created? 

“What must you do? What CAN you do? Trust in me… I’ll do it 

for you.” 
And how do the people respond to this? "Give us some 

proof! If you want us to believe, then give us a reason to believe. 

Give us a sign so that we know that what you're saying is legit. 

Scratch our backs and we'll scratch yours! Wait…I know a sign 

you can do for us. Our fathers were given manna by God when 

they sojourned in the wilderness. Why don't you do that for us? 

That would make a great sign! Give us some manna—some 

bread—and then we'll believe!" Selfish, one-track-minded, belly-

serving, impenitent fools! They had already witnessed all the signs 

they needed. God did give them signs. Jesus Himself said so. "You 

just witnessed a miraculous sign while on the other side of the 

lake. You yourselves were active recipients of this sign. You were 

fed, and yet that sign wasn't good enough for you. You want 

another sign—a sign that you want to see—so that you can have 

proof enough to believe. What's wrong with the sign I've already 

given you?" 
Imagine: People not being content with God's means and 

ways and timelines. "Yeah, that was great yesterday, God, but 

what about today?" You can see from their response that it’s not 

that they don’t know, they just don’t care. They don’t want a 

miracle so that they can believe, they want to trade that belief to 

ensure that miracles keep happening. They double down on their 

greed. And yet…Jesus doesn't strike them down, does He? 

Oh…they've certainly earned it with their foul narcissism, 

but…who here hasn't justly earned the same temporal and eternal 



punishment? Who here among us hasn't dealt with God in the same 

selfish, stubborn way? I know I'm not the only one to have ever 

tried to cut a deal with God! 
And that's just it. If we're faithfully honest, we can't help 

but admit that there are times in our lives when we're no different 

than any of those fools who were seeking out Jesus to get their 

bellies filled, their backs scratched, and things their way. We have 

our own plans. We have our wants and desires. Yes—sometimes 

our intentions are wrong and sinful. There are times when we call 

upon God, not as our Savior and Comforter and Deliverer, but as 

our bread king. "Gimme a sign, God, so I can know that all my 

sacrifice of time, talent, treasure, and faith is worth it. I know…do 

this for me and in return I'll do this for you!"There’s a reason 

televangelists are so popular... 
But my fellow redeemed: There’s a reason Jesus doesn’t 

just smite those approaching him selfishly where they stand. 

Because the Gospel had been spoken to them, there was hope. 

Your God and Lord has already given you every sign you need to 

believe and trust and have eternal life. Just look to this cross and 

all the signs made manifest on that day—earthquakes and split 

boulders, darkness, the rending of the temple curtain, the dead 

resurrecting and coming out of their tombs when Christ 

proclaimed, "It is finished!" Honestly: Do you need anything else? 

God thinks so, which is why He gives you even more signs and 

proof. God Himself stations holy angels at the empty tomb on 

Easter Sunday morning when the sign of the resurrection was made 

manifest. "Why do you seek the living among the dead? Jesus has 

risen, just like He said He would." There's the ascension, with 

those divine words of promise, "I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age." These words point you to and ground you in the 

reality of the other signs and proofs of Christ in your midst—the 

reality of God with you in His Word, His Body, His Blood, and 

His Holy Baptism, all for the forgiveness of your sins. What more 

signs and proof do you need that God loves you? 
When Philip asks Jesus to show them the Father and that 

will be enough, Jesus responds with a simple truth: “Anyone who 

has seen me has seen the Father.” Jesus says, “I am enough,” 

because through Jesus you are connected to the very creator 

himself. When we forget that, our own intentions often get the best 



of us. It’s like the old game telephone. It just takes a little bit of 

time out of God’s Word for it to begin sounding eerily like our 

own desires. But that’s exactly why it’s so important to listen to 

Jesus’ response in our Gospel today. 
You have a gift greater than anything this world could 

promise. There is no trading up. There’s only trading down, and 

it’s never worth it. As good as your intentions may be, God’s are 

better. So let him lead. He’s taking you down a path that only has 

good things at the end. And as long as you keep your eyes on him, 

you’ll end up exactly where you’re supposed to be. Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 145:10–21; antiphon: v. 15 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

 and all your saints shall bless you! 

They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 

 and tell of your power, 

to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, 

 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

 and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The LORD is faithful in all his words 

 and kind in all his works. 

The LORD upholds all who are falling 

 and raises up all who are bowed down. 

The eyes of all look to you, 

 and you give them their food in due season. 

You open your hand; 

 you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

The LORD is righteous in all his ways 

 and kind in all his works. 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, 

 to all who call on him in truth. 

He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 

 he also hears their cry and saves them. 

The LORD preserves all who love him, 

 but all the wicked he will destroy. 

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

 and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 

 



Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For confidence in the Lord’s provision, that we would trust 

in the promises of God and look to His hand to provide all 

we need for this life and for the life to come, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who labor in the Lord’s vineyard, for pastors and 

teachers, for Christian leaders, and for all who abide in 

God’s Word, that God would enable all who work for His 

kingdom to do their work diligently and faithfully, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all Christians, that God would enable us to walk in 

humility, gentleness and patience, so that we would bear 

with one another in love and be eager to maintain the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the hungry and the homeless, that God would provide 

for them not only bread to satisfy their hunger but, above 

all, the true bread of life, Jesus Christ, who alone can fill 

and satisfy every need of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the sick and hospitalized, especially Kristine, Catherine, 

Emily, Ron, Barbaralee, Steve, Lidia, Irene, Muriel, Joanie, 

Michele, Diana, Timothy, Rob, James, Nicole, Richard, 

Phyllis, Sally, Steven, Davin, Regan, Aiden, Ed, Giuseppe, 

Alex, Alfred, William, Claudio, Ethel, Dorothy, Stephen, 

Zebulun, Pat, Mariah, Adele that God would provide 

doctors and nurses and other medical professionals to care 

for those in need of health and healing, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

 

C Lord, have mercy. 



  

P For the proper use of the Sacraments among us, that God 

would continue to bless His Church with the gifts of 

forgiveness, life and salvation through the waters of Holy 

Baptism, and through the body and blood of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



921 On What Has Now Been Sown 
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