
Fourth Sunday in Lent – March 19, 2023 – Genesis Series 
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Order of Worship 
by 

Lutheran Service Builder 



440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now sts. 1–2, 5–6 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 



C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 27:4–6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15 

My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

 for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of 

my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire 

in his temple. 
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 

 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift 

me high upon a rock. 
And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all 

around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of 



joy; 

 I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

 for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 



  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth st. 4 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new 

every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, 

You receive us as Your children and provide for all our 

needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 

acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all 

Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

 
Sit 



 
 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 18:20–33 

 Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and 

Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, I will go down to 

see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry 

that has come to me. And if not, I will know.” 

 So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but 

Abraham still stood before the LORD. Then Abraham drew near 

and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the 

wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will 

you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty 

righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to 

put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous 

fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of 

all the earth do what is just?” And the LORD said, “If I find at 

Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for 

their sake.” 

 Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to 

speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of 

the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city 

for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find 

forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty 

are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not 

do it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 

speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not 

do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Behold, I have undertaken 

to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He 

answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he 

said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but 

this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the 

sake of ten I will not destroy it.” And the LORD went his way, 

when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham 

returned to his place. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 



Epistle Colossians 2:6–15 
 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 

him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just 

as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and 

empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 

elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For in 

him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been 

filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In him 

also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without 

hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision 

of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you 

were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working 

of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead 

in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 

made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 

trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us 

with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 

He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open 

shame, by triumphing over them in him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 157 

 

 

 
 



Holy Gospel Luke 11:1–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh 

chapter. 

  

 
  

 Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he 

finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, 

as John taught his disciples.” And he said to them, “When you 

pray, say: 

“Father, hallowed be your name. 

 Your kingdom come. 

 Give us each day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our sins, 

   for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 

 And lead us not into temptation.” 

 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go 

to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 

for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing 

to set before him’; and he will answer from within, ‘Do not 

bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in 

bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? I tell you, though 

he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, 

yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever 

he needs. And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 

and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For 

everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to 

the one who knocks it will be opened. What father among you, if 

his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 

or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, 

who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 

who ask him!” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

 



668 Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
 



Psalm of Meditation Psalm 142; antiphon: v. 5 

With my voice I cry out to the LORD; 

 with my voice I plead for mercy to the LORD. 

I pour out my complaint before him; 

 I tell my trouble before him. 

When my spirit faints within me, 

 you know my way! 

In the path where I walk 

 they have hidden a trap for me. 

Look to the right and see: 

 there is none who takes notice of me; 

no refuge remains to me; 

 no one cares for my soul. 

I cry to you, O LORD; 

 I say, “You are my refuge, 

 my portion in the land of the living.” 

Attend to my cry, 

 for I am brought very low! 

Deliver me from my persecutors, 

 for they are too strong for me! 

Bring me out of prison, 

 that I may give thanks to your name! 

The righteous will surround me, 

 for you will deal bountifully with me. 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church of God, that she, enlightened by the Gospel, 

would be a home for those cast out by this world, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who seek refuge in the Church of Christ, that God 

would raise up pastors in every age to serve them in His 

name, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those baptized into the light of Christ, that He would 

guide us in His ways and teach us to both know and do His 

will, let us pray to the Lord: 



C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who wander in the darkness through rough places 

in this life, that they would wait on the salvation of the Lord 

and not be put to shame, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the afflicted in body or soul, especially Phil, Andrea, 

Gail, Ken, Pat, Tyler, Janet, Roger K., Kristine, Catherine, 

Emily, Lidia, Irene, Muriel, Michele, Timothy, Rob, James, 

Nicole, Richard, Phyllis, Sally, Steven, Ed, Giuseppe, Alex, 

Alfred, William, Claudio, Dorothy, Stephen, Zebulun, Bob, 

Suzanne, Albert, Richard, Debbie, Brenda, Bryan, Steve, 

Robert, and Ben, that they would take heart, trust in Christ 

for healing and find Him even in the midst of their trials. 

And we also lift up this day Joanie Ziegler, a friend of St. 

John’s and her members. We thank you for keeping her safe 

and pray for a speedy and full recovery. For her and all 

others we have named, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For a right reception of the Lord’s Supper, that God would 

unite His people in a true confession of His Word and bring 

them with penitent hearts to receive the great riches of His 

Son’s body and blood for their salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His 

life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we 

might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in 

sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 



 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 

beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 

Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 



Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 

Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 

from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 



 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution & Distribution Hymn 
 

641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 

who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into 

the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 

pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 

forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 



Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

 

923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Bible Study continues today with our 8-week study on the first 

half of Genesis! Join us in the fellowship hall after the service! 

 

Lenten folders are in your mailbox.  They are also available on 

the narthex table. 

 

A spaghetti dinner is being planned for Saturday, May 6th.  If you 

would like to help in any way please see Kristine Iannetta.   

 

Collections for our spring rummage sale (to be held on May 20
th

 

and 27
th

) are now being collected. Talk to Sue Faria after the 

service if you have anything to drop off. 

 

On May 13
th 

at 10:00 a.m. we will be cleaning up the church 

garden plot to prepare it to be seeded for grass. We will need 

some help digging out some of the remaining roots from last year’s 

cleanup. If you have a shovel or axe, please bring it with you!
 

 

Bible Study Schedule/Topics 

1 Week – Genesis Part 1 

4 Weeks – Bible Character Study (Solomon/David/Women, etc.) 

8 Weeks – Genesis Part 2 
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