
Third Sunday in Lent – March 12, 2023 – Genesis Series 
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Order of Worship 
by 

Lutheran Service Builder 



540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate sts. 1–3, 6 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Δ – Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Exhortation LSB 167 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 167 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution LSB 167 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 84:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 

 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
How lovely is your dwelling place, 

 O LORD of hosts! 
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; 

 my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for 

herself, where she may lay her young, 

 at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 



Blessèd are those who dwell in your house, 

 ever singing your praise! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 

 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

 

Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  

 

 
 

438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth st. 3 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious 

to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them 

again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 15:1–6 
 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 

vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be 

very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give 

me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 

of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no 

offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And 

behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not 



be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he 

brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number 

the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, 

“So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the LORD, and he 

counted it to him as righteousness. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 11:1–16 
 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 

of things not seen. For by it the people of old received their 

commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was 

created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made 

out of things that are visible. 

 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than 

Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God 

commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, 

though he died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so 

that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God 

had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as 

having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please 

him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he 

exists and that he rewards those who seek him. By faith Noah, 

being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in 

reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. 

By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the 

righteousness that comes by faith. 

 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a 

place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, 

not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the 

land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac 

and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was 

looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer 

and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received power to 

conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered 

him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, and 

him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars 

of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the 

seashore. 

 These all died in faith, not having received the things 

promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and 



having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the 

earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are 

seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from 

which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 

return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 

heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 

God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Return to the Lord (Lent) LSB 173 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 13:22–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth 

chapter. 

  

 
  

 [Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching 

and journeying toward Jerusalem. And someone said to him, 

“Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he said to them, 

“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, 

will seek to enter and will not be able. When once the master of 

the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand 



outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then 

he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ Then 

you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and 

you taught in our streets.’ But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not 

know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of 

evil!’ In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, 

when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets 

in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. And people 

will come from east and west, and from north and south, and 

recline at table in the kingdom of God. And behold, some are last 

who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
  

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 



 
Sit 

 

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
 

Psalm of Meditation Psalm 33:12–22 

Blessèd is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

 the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 

The LORD looks down from heaven; 

 he sees all the children of man; 

from where he sits enthroned he looks out 

 on all the inhabitants of the earth, 

he who fashions the hearts of them all 

 and observes all their deeds. 

The king is not saved by his great army; 



 a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 

The war horse is a false hope for salvation, 

 and by its great might it cannot rescue. 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, 

 on those who hope in his steadfast love, 

that he may deliver their soul from death 

 and keep them alive in famine. 

Our soul waits for the LORD; 

 he is our help and our shield. 

For our heart is glad in him, 

 because we trust in his holy name. 

Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 

 even as we hope in you. 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 

for all people according to their needs. 

 

Lord of hosts, You have brought us to dwell in Your house 

and called us to worship You in spirit and truth. Receive our 

praise and hear our prayers, that we would leave this place 

satisfied with Your living water. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of hosts, You led Your ancient people by the hand of 

Moses and Aaron. Lead us through the wilderness of this 

world by the hand of faithful pastors, that we would be 

refreshed by the living water flowing from the stricken side 

of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of hosts, You have made us righteous through Jesus 

Christ and made peace with us by His cross. Lead us to 

embrace our suffering in faith, as they shape us in His 

image, and prepare us to behold Your glory in heaven. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

  



P Lord of hosts, You appointed Your Son to suffer on our 

behalf, that we would rejoice in the hope of glory. Make all 

Christian fathers to stand in Your grace, that they would 

live faithfully for the sake of their families and urge them 

always toward eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of hosts, bless the nations of the world, that both 

citizens and authorities would seek justice, peace and the 

common good of all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of hosts, help the sick and suffering, especially those 

who desire our prayers especially Phil, Andrea, Gail, Ken, 

Pat, Tyler, Janet, Roger K., Kristine, Catherine, Emily, 

Lidia, Irene, Muriel, Joanie, Michele, Timothy, Rob, James, 

Nicole, Richard, Phyllis, Sally, Steven, Ed, Giuseppe, Alex, 

Alfred, William, Claudio, Dorothy, Stephen, Zebulun, Bob, 

Suzanne, Albert, Richard, Debbie, Brenda, Bryan, Steve, 

Robert, and Ben. Surround them with Your love in Christ 

and, according to Your gracious will, heal them. Comfort 

all those who mourn, and fill their hearts with the certain 

hope of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, to You all hearts are open and 

all sins are known. Strengthen our hearts by Your grace, 

that we who daily sin much would make confession boldly 

and then joyfully receive Your precious word of absolution; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 183 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Bible Study continues today with our study on the first half of 

Genesis! Join us in the fellowship hall after the service! 

 

     Join us Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. for our Lenten midweek services! 

 

Lenten folders are in your mailbox.  They are also available on 

the narthex table. 

 

Easter Lilies are available for purchase at $15 per lily. Please talk 

to Carol Bender or Ellen Koromhas after the service to order. 

 

Collections for our spring rummage sale now being collected. 

Talk to Sue Faria after the service if you have anything to drop off. 

 

Bible Study Schedule/Topics 

2 Weeks – Genesis Part 1 

4 Weeks – Bible Character Study (Solomon/David/Women, etc.) 

8 Weeks – Genesis Part 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

810 Broad St., Clifton, NJ  07013 

Rev. Aaron Mol, Pastor 

StJohnsClifton.Org 

PrayingHands810@gmail.com 

Office: 973-778-1412 / Pastor: 810-569-6413 

 

 


