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The church of the praying hands



Hymn of Invocation

426 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

Exhortation	LSB 184

P	Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
P	Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C	who made heaven and earth.
P	I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C	and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins	LSB 184

P	O almighty God, merciful Father,
C	I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Declaration of Grace	LSB 185

P	Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C	Amen.

Stand



Service of the Word

Introit	Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4

Delight yourself in the LORD,
	and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the LORD;
	trust in him, and he will act.
He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,
	and your justice as the noonday.
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;
	fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Delight yourself in the LORD,
	and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Kyrie	LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis	LSB 187

P	Glory be to God on high: 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P	The Lord be with you.
[image: ]
P	Let us pray.
Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 
[image: ]

Sit

Old Testament Reading	Jeremiah 15:15–21

O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.  In your forbearance take me not away; 	know that for your sake I bear reproach.

Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.  I did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 	for you had filled me with indignation.

Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed?  Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail?  Therefore thus says the LORD: “If you return, I will restore you, and you shall stand before me.  If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth.

They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them.
And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD. I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”
 
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.


Epistle	Romans 12:9–21

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
 
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.


Stand

Alleluia	LSB 190

[image: ]

Holy Gospel	Matthew 16:21–28

P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
 [image: ]

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
 
P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
[image: ]
 Sit

Hymn of the Day

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003925
Tune: Public domain

Apostles’ Creed                                

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried.
     
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sermon

Psalm	Psalm 26; antiphon: v. 8

Vindicate me, O LORD, for I have walked in my integrity, and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering.
Prove me, O LORD, and try me; test my heart and my mind.  For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in your faithfulness.

I do not sit with men of falsehood, nor do I consort with hypocrites.  I hate the assembly of evildoers, and I will not sit with the wicked.  I wash my hands in innocence and go around your altar, O LORD, proclaiming thanksgiving aloud, and telling all your wondrous deeds.

O LORD, I love the habitation of your house and the place where your glory dwells.  Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, nor my life with bloodthirsty men, in whose hands are evil devices, and whose right hands are full of bribes.

But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity; redeem me, and be gracious to me.  My foot stands on level ground; in the great assembly I will bless the LORD.

Offering & Offertory

781 We Give Thee But Thine Own	sts. 1–2
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Text: William W. How, 1823–97
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Church
After “Let us pray to the Lord” respond with “Lord have mercy.”

P	Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
P	For the faithful proclamation of Christ’s saving name, that God’s people may be strengthened in the true faith and His kingdom extended, let us pray to the Lord:
C	Lord, have mercy.
P	For the holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who confess the name of Christ, that God would guard and defend us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, let us pray to the Lord:
C	Lord, have mercy.
P	For the government and all who have been set into positions of leadership, that they may use the authority entrusted to them honorably and for the good of the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C	Lord, have mercy.
P	For those who suffer from hunger, homelessness, poverty, or unemployment, that God’s great mercy and love would preserve and relieve them, let us pray to the Lord:
C	Lord, have mercy.
P	For those who are sick especially Kristine, Joshua, Hunter, Jimmy, Dorothy, Marge, Tony, Bill M., Phil, Lidia, Michele, Giuseppe, Alfred, Rick, Chris, and Nancy that God would grant healing to their bodies and strength to bear their infirmities with patience and grace, let us pray to the Lord:
C	Lord, have mercy.
P	O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction	LSB 202

P	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.

[image: ]

Closing Hymn

549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name	sts. 1–2, 6–7
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[bookmark: _Hlk236766847]Announcements

All Church Members

Please bring pictures of your Clifton church life.  They will be hung in the Fellowship Hall to commemorate our anniversary.

Rally Day/Church Picnic is Sunday September 13th.  Please sign up if you plan to attend and/or bring a dish.  The sign-up sheet is on the table outside of the sanctuary.
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