
Children’s Program – December 18, 2022 – Advent to Christmas 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order of Worship 
by 

Lutheran Worship Builder 



Processional Hymn 
 

349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
 

The Advent Story 
 

Narration 
 
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Children vs. 1, All vs. 5 
 

Verse 1:  O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. (Refrain) 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Advent Reading John 1:1–3, 14 
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 

things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. 

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel All vs. 7 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Poem “Good News” 
 

God sent an angel to Mary. 

Good news! Good news! 

The angel told Mary, “You will have a baby.” 

Good news! Good news! 

The baby will be Jesus, God’s son. 

Good news! Good news! 

God loves us and sent Jesus to save us. 

Good news! Good news! 

 

331 The Advent of Our King Children vs 1, All vss. 2, 6 

 

Verse 1:  The advent of our King 

Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 

In strains of holy joy. 
 

 

 
 

Δ – Stand 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

 



 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him 

in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 

consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 

that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Forgiveness 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 

declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 

one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 

our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 

midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer 

and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 19:1, 4c, 5–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a, b 

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down 

righteousness; 

 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may     

bear fruit. 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 

proclaims his handiwork. 

 In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

 and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
 



 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end 

of them, 

 and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down 

righteousness; 

 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may 

bear fruit. 

 

Kyrie  
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 

might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly 

lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 

 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

You may be seated 

 



The Christmas Story 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–20 
 

Luke 2:1-5: 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. This was the first registration 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 

who was with child. 

 

343 Prepare the Royal Highway sts. 1, ref, 2, 4 

 

 

 

 
 

Luke 2:6-7: 

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 



358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come sts. 1–2, 13 

 

 

 
 

Luke 2:8-14: 

 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be 

for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign 

for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

368 Angels We Have Heard on High sts. 1, ref, 3 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Luke 2:15-16: 

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  

 
364 Away in a Manger  Children vs. 1, All vss. 2-3 

 

Verse 1: Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

 The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.  

 The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,  

 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  
 

 

 

 

 



Poem “In Bethlehem” 
 

In Bethlehem God gave to us 

The source of Christmas Joy; 

A star shown on a miracle, 

The virgin birth of a boy. 

He was born both God and man 

A Savior for us all.  

 

Christmas Reading Revelation 22:16 
 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these 

things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of 

David, the bright morning star.” 
 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
 

Luke 2:17-20: 

And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 

told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered 

at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as 

it had been told them. 



 

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
 

Violin Duet Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee   
 

Meditation Micah 5:1–5 

Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; 

 siege is laid against us; 

with a rod they strike the judge of Israel 

 on the cheek. 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the 

LORD, 



 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth. 

And he shall be their peace. 

When the Assyrian comes into our land 

 and treads in our palaces, 

then we will raise against him seven shepherds 

 and eight princes of men; 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 

Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 

repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 

beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 

Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 



     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.”   

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 



 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution & Distribution Hymn 
 

619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Post-Communion Canticle 
 



Nunc Dimittis  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 



 

Benedicamus  
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Poem “Christmas Bells” 
 

Ring, ring, ring the bells, 

Ring them loud and clear, 

Telling children everywhere 

That Christmas time is here! 

 

393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Children only 

 

 

 

 



Closing Prayer Children Only      
 

Dear God,  

Thank you for sending Jesus to earth to take away our sins. 

Thank you for loving us.  

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

The Advent Bible Study (This is My Son) concludes next 

Sunday, Dec. 25
th

. The final topic is “God the Father/God the 

Son”. Depending on attendance, the final study may be pushed 

back to January 1
st
. 

 

The last Advent Midweek service will take place this Wednesday, 

December 21
st
. The topic is “Waiting – Joseph”. 

 

Please join us in the fellowship hall after for the service for the 

Cookie Walk, hosted by the Ladies’ Guild! 

 

Christmas Eve service will be the 24
th

 at 7:30 p.m. Because 

Christmas Day falls on a Sunday, we will also have worship that 

day at regular time. 

 

Collections for our spring rummage sale now being collected. 

Talk to Sue Faria after the service if you have anything to drop off. 

 

Bible Study Schedule/Topics 

1 Week – Advent (Dec. 25/Jan. 1) 

8 Weeks – Genesis Part 1 

4 Weeks – Bible Character Study (Solomon/David/Women, etc.) 

8 Weeks – Genesis Part 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

810 Broad St., Clifton, NJ  07013 

Rev. Aaron Mol, Pastor 

StJohnsClifton.Org 

PrayingHands810@gmail.com 

Office: 973-778-1412 / Pastor: 810-569-6413 

 


