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Confession and Absolution 
 

Please Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 19:1, 4c, 5–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a, b 

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down 

righteousness; 

 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may     

bear fruit. 



The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 

proclaims his handiwork. 

 In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

 and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end 

of them, 

 and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down 

righteousness; 

 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may 

bear fruit. 

 

You may be seated 

 
What Child is This  Children Only 

 

Verse 1:  What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

    While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Verse 2:  Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

    The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 



Verse 3:  So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The virgin sings her lullaby; 

    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Poem                  “The People Waited”  Children Only 
 

People waited and waited, and then He came: 

 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Children vs. 1, All vs. 5 
 
Verse 1:  O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Verse 5:  O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav'nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. [Refrain] 

 

Jesus is born! Let’s shout for joy! 

 

He came to a stable so small and so poor. 

Jesus is born! Let’s shout for joy! 

 

The angels sand the glad good news. 

Jesus is born! Let’s shout for joy! 

 

The shepherd’s heard and ran to see. 

Jesus is born! Let’s shout for joy! 

 

And now let’s tell the whole wide world: 

Jesus is born! Let’s shout for joy! 



Away in a Manger  Children vs. 1, All vss. 2-3 
 

Verse 1: Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

 The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.  

 The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,  

 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  

 

Verse 2: The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  

 But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.  

 I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,  

 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.  

 

Verse 3: Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay  

 Close by me forever and love me, I pray.  

 Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,  

 And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.  

 

Poem                 “The Newborn King” 
 

Behold the Child, the angels sing. 

A baby boy will be our King! 

And just not any King is here. 

He’s God’s own Son, so give a cheer! 

 
The Advent of Our King  Children vs. 1, All vss. 2-3, 6 

 

Verse 1:  The advent of our King 

Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 

In strains of holy joy. 

 

Verse 2:  The everlasting Son 

Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant's form puts on 

To set His servants free. 

 

Verse 3:  O Zion's daughter, rise 

To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise 

The peace He comes to bring. 
 

Please Stand 
 



Verse 6:  All glory to the Son, 

Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

Through all eternity. 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 

might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly 

lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 



     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

You may be seated 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–20 
 

Luke 2:1-4: 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. This was the first registration 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David…  



376 Once in Royal David’s City 
 

Verse 1:  Once in royal David's city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

Verse 2:  He came down to earth from heaven, 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 

And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 
Luke 2:5-7: 

… to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 

 
374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
 
Verse 1:  Gentle Mary laid her child 

Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 

To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 

Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 

Who have found His favor. 

 

Verse 2:  Angels sang about His birth, 

Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven's star shone brightly forth 

Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 

All the hills were ringing. 



Luke 2:8-14: 

 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be 

for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign 

for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

368 Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

Verse 1:  Angels we have heard on high,  

Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply,  

Echoing their joyous strains: 
 

Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Verse 3:  Come to Bethlehem and see  

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee  

Christ the Lord, the new-born King. (Refrain) 

 

Luke 2:15-16: 

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  

 

369 Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 
 

Verse 1:  Where shepherds lately knelt 

and kept the angel's word, 

I come in half belief, 

a pilgrim strangely stirred, 

but there is room and welcome there for me, 

but there is room and welcome there for me. 



Verse 4:  Can I, will I forget 

how love was born, and burned 

its way into my heart 

unasked, unforced, unearned, 

to die, to live, and not alone for me, 

to die, to live, and not alone for me? 
 

Luke 2:17-20: 

And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 

told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered 

at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as 

it had been told them. 
 

349 Hark the Glad Sound 
 

Verse 1:  Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

The Savior promised long; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 

And ev'ry voice a song. 
  

Verse 3:  He comes the broken heart to bind, 

The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

To enrich the humble poor. 
 

Verse 4:  Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav'n's eternal arches ring 

With Thy beloved name. 
 

Sermon 
 

Christmas Medley Elizabeth and Stella Martinique   
 

Meditation Micah 5:1–5 

Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; 

 siege is laid against us; 

with a rod they strike the judge of Israel 

 on the cheek. 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 



 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the 

LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth. 

And he shall be their peace. 

When the Assyrian comes into our land 

 and treads in our palaces, 

then we will raise against him seven shepherds 

 and eight princes of men; 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

In thanksgiving to God for the favor shown us in Christ and His 

incarnation; for faith to believe that nothing is impossible with Him; and 

that everything would be to us according to the Word of the Most High, 

let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For faithful preachers of Your Gospel to bring about the obedience of 

faith by the mystery of Christ now revealed in the prophetic and 

apostolic Scriptures; for Matthew Harrison, our Synod president; Steve 

Gewecke, our district president; and Rick Vossler, our circuit visitor; and 

for the Holy Christian Church, that God would strengthen it in every 

place, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our nation, its president, all legislators and judges, and those newly 

elected to serve, that God would preserve their lives and guide their 

actions for the good of our people; for peace among the nations of the 

earth, and that God would preserve us from pestilence and famine, war 

and bloodshed, sedition, rebellion and every evil, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the lonely, the depressed, and the despairing; for the sick, the 

anxious, and the dying; we pray especially this day for Kristine, 

Catherine, Emily, Ron, Barbaralee, Steve, Lidia, Irene, Muriel, Joanie, 



Michele, Timothy, Rob, James, Nicole, Richard, Phyllis, Sally, Steven, 

Davin, Regan, Aiden, Ed, Giuseppe, Alex, Alfred, William, Claudio,  

Dorothy, Stephen, Zebulun, Eleanor, Naomi, Pat, Joe, Mariah, Bob, 

Suzanne, Richard, and Debbie, that they would take comfort in the 

resurrection, and we also lift up a special prayer for the family of Albert 

Gallarelli at his passing. May those who mourn find peace in the promise 

of a savior who has defeated death, and may that truth change their 

sadness into joy. For these and all we name in our hearts, let us pray to 

the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who receive Christ’s holy body and precious blood today, that 

they may eat and drink it in repentance and faith and in the unity of a true 

confession; and for a love and desire for the blessed Sacrament this 

Christmas, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

O Most High, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is the Key of David and the scepter of the house of Israel. By His 

death, He has opened the kingdom of heaven and closed the gates of hell 

for all who trust in Him. By His resurrection, He has rescued the 

prisoners who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. Grant that, as 

we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always 

confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last 

Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 

Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 

repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 



revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 

beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 

Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 



 

 
 

Sit 
 

619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Dismissal and Post-Communion Canticle 
 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



Closing Prayer Children Only      
 

Dear God,  

Thank you for sending Jesus to earth to take away our sins. 

Thank you for loving us.  

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
387 Joy to the World 
 
Verse 1:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  

Let earth receive her King;  

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room  

And heav’n and nature sing,  

And heav’n and nature sing,  

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.  

 

Verse 2:  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  

Let men their songs employ,  

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  

Repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

 

Verse 4:  He rules the world with truth and grace  

And makes the nations prove  

The glories of His righteousness  

And wonders of His love,  

And wonders of His love,  

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Today is the last day to order lilies for Christmas. Please talk to 

Carol Bender after the service if you would like to purchase one. 

 

Midweek Advent Services continue this Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

The setting will be Compline, Prayer at the Close of Day. 

 

Christmas Eve Service will be this Friday at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Join us after service for fellowship and refreshments in fellowship 

hall. 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study Schedule 
   December 19 – Advent Study Four 

   December 26 – No Bible Study 

   January 2      – No Bible Study (Pastor gone) 
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