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Order of Worship 
by 
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570 Just as I Am, without One Plea sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  



P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him 

in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 

consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 

that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Forgiveness 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 

declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 

one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 

our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 

midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer 

and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

570 Just as I Am, without One Plea sts. 5–6 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 81:8, 10–11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 
Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! 

 O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 
I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt. 

 Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
But my people did not listen to my voice; 

 Israel would not submit to me. 

Oh, that my people would listen to me, 

 that Israel would walk in my ways! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 



 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your 

only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled 

to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1–11 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

 that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

 double for all her sins. 

A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 



the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all flesh shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry!” 

 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 

 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades 

 when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

 surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

 but the word of our God will stand forever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

 O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

 O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 

 lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

 “Behold your God!” 

Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

 and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him. 

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 

 and gently lead those that are with young. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 2 Peter 3:8–14 
 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord 

one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 

slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 

perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the 

Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 

with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and 



dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 

exposed. 

 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 

people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting 

for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 

which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the 

heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his 

promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 

which righteousness dwells. 

 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent 

to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Holy Gospel Mark 1:1–8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way, 

the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

 make his paths straight,’” 

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the 

country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and 

were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather 

belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he 

preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the 

strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 

I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven 

 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen 
Sit 



 

346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
 

Psalm of Meditation Psalm 66:1–12; antiphon: v. 12b 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

 sing the glory of his name; 

 give to him glorious praise! 

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 

 So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to 

you. 

All the earth worships you 

 and sings praises to you; 

 they sing praises to your name.” 

Come and see what God has done: 

 he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man. 



He turned the sea into dry land; 

 they passed through the river on foot. 

There did we rejoice in him, 

 who rules by his might forever, 

whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 

 let not the rebellious exalt themselves. 

Bless our God, O peoples; 

 let the sound of his praise be heard, 

who has kept our soul among the living 

 and has not let our feet slip. 

For you, O God, have tested us; 

 you have tried us as silver is tried. 

You brought us into the net; 

 you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 

you let men ride over our heads; 

 we went through fire and through water; 

yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance. 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 

for all people according to their needs. 

 

O Lord, our God, You declared Israel to be Your people 

and brought them out of Egypt. You desired their salvation 

even when they would not listen to Your voice. Since You 

have called and gathered us also to be Your people, open 

our hearts to listen and gladly submit to Your Word. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You sent John the Baptist to prepare the 

way of the Lord, as prophesied by Isaiah who foretold the 

Christ. Remember those pastors whom You have called to 

proclaim Your Word today. Give them wisdom and courage 

as they admonish and absolve Your people by Your Word, 

that Your saints might be prepared for Christ’s coming 

again in glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  



P Heavenly Father, You gather Your people together in Christ 

and make them partakers of Your grace. Strengthen the 

faith of those You have gathered into this congregation, that 

their love may abound more and more with all knowledge 

and discernment. Lead us to approve what is excellent and 

be pure and blameless for the day of Christ. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious Lord, as You call and gather us into Your family, 

so bless the households of this congregation. Bless 

husbands and wives, fathers and mothers as they go about 

their work of strengthening marriage and raising children. 

Let their love abound more and more, with knowledge and 

discernment, and fill their homes with the righteousness that 

comes through Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of hosts, St. John the Baptist counseled penitent 

soldiers to go about their military duties according to Your 

Word. Remember those who serve in the armed forces 

Protect them from harm, give them wisdom and courage, 

and grant that they fulfill their duties honorably. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, Your forerunner prepared the way for the 

One who is mightier than all: Your Son, Jesus. For Christ’s 

sake, we entrust to You those in need of healing, comfort 

and rescue  especially Kristine, Catherine, Emily, Ron, 

Barbaralee, Steve, Lidia, Irene, Muriel, Joanie, Michele, 

Timothy, Rob, James, Nicole, Richard, Phyllis, Sally, 

Steven, Davin, Regan, Aiden, Ed, Giuseppe, Alex, Alfred, 

William, Claudio,  Dorothy, Stephen, Zebulun, Eleanor, 

Naomi, Pat, Joe, Mariah, Bob, Suzanne, Albert, Richard, 

and Debbie. Have mercy upon them, deliver them according 

to Your will and strengthen them in faith, that they might be 

assured of Your faithfulness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Holy God, by the word of Your servant You prepared all 

flesh to see the salvation of God. Prepare also the hearts of 



all who kneel at Your altar today to receive worthily 

Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of their sins. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 

Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown 

to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 

death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now 

risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 

rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 

Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 

  

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the 

Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven 

draws near. 

  

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” 

confident that in His body and blood, given us to eat and 

drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim 

His death until He comes again in glory. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 



 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution & Distribution Hymn 
 

619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 

 

 

 
 



Stand 

 

Dismissal and Post-Communion Canticle 
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 



lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 

 

921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Midweek Advent Services continue this Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

The setting will be the service of Evening Prayer (also known as 

the Service of Light). We will have a three week series on the 

Magnificat (Mary’s song of praise) and end December 22
nd

 with a 

service of prayer (Compline). 

 

Our Tree of Love and Warmth hat and mitten collection has begun.  

The hats and mittens are for children in some of our Clifton 

schools.  The children are ages 3 to 13 so donations of any size 

will be appreciated.  The distribution will be delivered to the 

schools around the middle of December.  Please help if you can! 

 

For the convenience of our congregation, the Toys for Tots 

collection box will be out to receive new, unwrapped toys for 

needy children.  The toys will be moved to the collection site on 

December 14. 

 

Join us after service for fellowship and refreshments in fellowship 

hall. 

 

 

Bible Study Schedule 
   December 5   – Advent Study Two 

   December 12 – Advent Study Three 

   December 19 – Advent Study Four 
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