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Order of Worship 
by 

Pastor Aaron Mol 



   344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 
 

Δ – Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 



 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 105:4–8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b 

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Seek the LORD and his strength; 

 seek his presence continually! 
Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 
O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 

 children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 
He is the LORD our God; 

 his judgments are in all the earth. 
He remembers his covenant forever, 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 



 

 
  

 

 
 

Advent Responsory LSB 263 
L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 

raise up for David a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is 

Our Righteousness. 

L He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is 

Our Righteousness. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is 

Our Righteousness. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your 

only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled 

to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 



Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 16 
 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had 

a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. And Sarai 

said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from 

bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall 

obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of 

Sarai. So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, 

Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and 

gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. And he went in to 

Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had 

conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. And Sarai 

said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave 

my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had 

conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the LORD 

judge between you and me!” But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, 

your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then 

Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her. 

 The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the 

wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. And he said, “Hagar, 

servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you 

going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” The 

angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress and 

submit to her.” The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will 

surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered 

for multitude.” And the angel of the LORD said to her, 

“Behold, you are pregnant 

 and shall bear a son. 

You shall call his name Ishmael, 

 because the LORD has listened to your affliction. 

He shall be a wild donkey of a man, 

 his hand against everyone 

 and everyone’s hand against him, 

and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” 



So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are 

a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who 

looks after me.” Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it 

lies between Kadesh and Bered. 

 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of 

his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. Abram was eighty-six years 

old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Galatians 4:21—5:1 
 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen 

to the law? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a 

slave woman and one by a free woman. But the son of the slave 

was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman 

was born through promise. Now this may be interpreted 

allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from 

Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now 

Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present 

Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the 

Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, 

“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; 

 break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! 

For the children of the desolate one will be more 

 than those of the one who has a husband.” 

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. But just 

as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted 

him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. But 

what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her 

son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son 

of the free woman.” So, brothers, we are not children of the slave 

but of the free woman. 

 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and 

do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 



Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 3:1–9 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

  

 
  

 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius 

Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of 

Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea 

and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the 

high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 

to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into 

all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book 

of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

 make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall become straight, 

 and the rough places shall become level ways, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized 

by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do 

not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 

For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 

for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. 



Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 



     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sermon 

 



Psalm of Meditation Psalm 72:1–7; antiphon: v. 18 

Give the king your justice, O God, 

 and your righteousness to the royal son! 

May he judge your people with righteousness, 

 and your poor with justice! 

Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 

 and the hills, in righteousness! 

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

 give deliverance to the children of the needy, 

 and crush the oppressor! 

May they fear you while the sun endures, 

 and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 

May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

 like showers that water the earth! 

In his days may the righteous flourish, 

 and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Holy Church, that God would continually feed her 

with His Word and Sacraments as she looks for Christ’s 

return, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church, that pastors would continually prepare the 

way for Jesus’ return in glory by preaching Law and 

Gospel; and that congregations would hear their words in 

faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For families, that they would faithfully fulfill their 

vocations to love and forgive one another, even as they 

grow in the fear, love and trust of the Lord, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  



P For civil authorities, that they would govern with justice 

and righteousness as leaders appointed by God to protect 

the innocent, punish the wicked and work for the common 

welfare of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the sick and suffering, Andrea, Gail, Ken, Pat, Tyler, 

Janet, Roger K., Kristine, Catherine, Emily, Lidia, Irene, 

Muriel, Joanie, Michele, Timothy, Rob, James, Nicole, 

Richard, Phyllis, Sally, Steven, Ed, Giuseppe, Alex, Alfred, 

William, Claudio, Dorothy, Stephen, Zebulun, Carissa, 

Bob, Suzanne, Albert, Richard, Debbie, Brenda, and Bryan, 

that as the day draws near when the wolf will dwell 

alongside the lamb and pain and destruction will be no 

more, God would grant them patience, comfort and healing 

according to His will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who commune this day, that their hearts would be 

stirred up to make ready the way of the Lord Jesus, who 

comes in His body and blood, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Grant, heavenly Father, that we may be kept in joy and 

sustained in hope through every trouble and trial of this 

mortal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 

Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 

repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 



 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 

beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 

Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 



 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 

Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 

from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Pax Domini LSB 163 

 
 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution & Distribution Hymn 
 

618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 



 
 

 
 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 



352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord sts. 1–2, 4, 6 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Bible Study continues today and follows our sermon series (This 

is My Son). Today’s topic is Abraham and Ishmael. The series will 

continue with David and Absalom on the 11
th

 and finish with God 

the Father and God the Son on the 25
th

. 

 

Advent Midweek services will take place on December 7
th

, 14
th

, 

and 21
st
. The topic for this year is “Waiting”. 

 

Children’s Program and the Ladies Guild Cookie Walk will 

both happen on December 18
th

. Please talk to Ellen if you are 

interested in helping with the Cookie Walk. Ingredients for cookies 

can be found in the Fellowship Hall kitchen. 

 

Devotions for our Advent series are available on the narthex 

table. They began on December 1
st
, so please take one this week. 

 

Christmas Eve service will be the 24
th

 at 7:30 p.m. Because 

Christmas Day falls on a Sunday, we will also have worship that 

day at regular time. 

 

Collections for our spring rummage sale now being collected. 

Talk to Sue Faria after the service if you have anything to drop off. 

 

Bible Study Schedule/Topics 

3 Weeks – Advent (Dec. 4, 11, 25) 

8 Weeks – Genesis Part 1 

4 Weeks – Bible Character Study (Solomon/David/Women, etc.) 

8 Weeks – Genesis Part 2 
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