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384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten sts. 1–2, 4–5 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Δ – Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 



Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous 

things! 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for 

him. 
The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the 

nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the 

house of Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 

God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 



368 Angels We Have Heard on High sts. 1, ref, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

 

 



P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten 

Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2, 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

 are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

 who publishes salvation, 

 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

 together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

 the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 

 you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 

 before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

 the salvation of our God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Galatians 4:1–7 
 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different 

from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, but he is 

under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. In 

the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to 

the elementary principles of the world. But when the fullness of 

time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 

under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that 

we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, 

God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, 

then an heir through God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 



Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 

things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the 

light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 

came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 

believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear 

witness about the light. 

 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 

the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and 

his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive 

him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 

the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, 

“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 

before me, because he was before me.’”) And from his fullness 



we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No 

one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, 

he has made him known. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 



380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
 

Psalm of Meditation Psalm 2; antiphon: v. 7 

Why do the nations rage 

 and the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth set themselves, 

 and the rulers take counsel together, 

 against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 

“Let us burst their bonds apart 

 and cast away their cords from us.” 

He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

 the Lord holds them in derision. 

Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 

 and terrify them in his fury, saying, 



“As for me, I have set my King 

 on Zion, my holy hill.” 

I will tell of the decree: 

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 

 today I have begotten you. 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

 and the ends of the earth your possession. 

You shall break them with a rod of iron 

 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

Serve the LORD with fear, 

 and rejoice with trembling. 

Kiss the Son, 

 lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 

 for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Heavenly Father, we give You thanks that Your Son, the 

eternal Word, has become flesh and dwelt among us, full of 

grace and truth. Extend His praise into all the world, that 

with us many would come to hope in His steadfast love. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Send forth men to publish Your peace and bring us Your 

good news of happiness. Keep them faithful to declare Your 

gracious reign in Christ. Bless the work of missionaries at 

home and abroad, that all the ends of the earth may see 

Your salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P As our families gather in this holy season, give us patience, 

that we may be slow to judge and quick to forgive. Comfort 

the lonely with Your presence, and help us extend the 

welcome of our homes and the friendship of Your grace. 

Make us mindful of those less fortunate, who celebrate this 

blessed feast in poverty and want, and teach us to be 



generous. Accept with our offerings the living sacrifice of 

our bodies to Your service and our voices in praise and 

thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Your Son upholds the universe by the word of His power. 

Grant our nation to walk humbly before You. Bless our 

soldiers who stand watch this day. Keep them in safety as 

they serve us, and uphold their families while they are apart. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful Father, guard and keep all who are sick, lonely, 

overwhelmed by grief or poor in spirit, especially, Phil, 

Andrea, Gail, Ken, Pat, Tyler, Janet, Roger K., Kristine, 

Catherine, Emily, Lidia, Irene, Muriel, Joanie, Michele, 

Timothy, Rob, James, Nicole, Richard, Phyllis, Sally, 

Steven, Ed, Giuseppe, Alex, Alfred, William, Claudio, 

Dorothy, Stephen, Zebulun, Bob, Suzanne, Albert, Richard, 

Debbie, Brenda, and Bryan,   that they may be comforted 

and healed according to Your good and gracious will. Let 

them look to Jesus Christ and be reminded that He is the 

light no darkness can overcome. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We thank You, Lord God, for all Your people who have 

gone before us and now rest in Your presence. Keep us 

faithful with them until that day when You make all things 

new; for You live and reign with Christ and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements 
 

The Advent Bible Study (This is My Son) concludes next today 

or next Sunday depending on attendance. The final topic is “God 

the Father/God the Son”.  

 

Collections for our spring rummage sale now being collected. 

Talk to Sue Faria after the service if you have anything to drop off. 

 

Bible Study Schedule/Topics 

1 Week – Advent (Dec. 25/Jan. 1) 

8 Weeks – Genesis Part 1 

4 Weeks – Bible Character Study (Solomon/David/Women, etc.) 

8 Weeks – Genesis Part 2 
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