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379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2-4
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morm -ing;
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come ye, O come___ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i- zens of heav - en  a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee___  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1y to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Stand for last verse

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the ~I~ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.



Exhortation LSB 151

P)

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 24:1, 3-5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7

I will tell of the decree:

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have

begotten you.”
The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,

the world and those who dwell therein.

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?

And who shall stand in his holy place?

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,



who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not
swear deceitfully.
He will receive blessing from the LORD

and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will tell of the decree:

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have
begotten you.”

Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
h J— | \
o | | il I N | | |
] 1 \ |
: H
v
A - men.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
l‘? b I
P — &
@—H—.—.—nq) P [ — l—‘ﬁ
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One,

You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.



(P) Letus pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of
the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant
that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may
with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-14

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your
God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I
will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” And he
said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to
weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



368 Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we haveheard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in-spire your heav’'n - ly song?
Come, a- dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.

Refrain
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Epistle 1 John 4:7-16

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent
his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has
ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he
has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and
he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that
God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides
in God, and God abides in him.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 2: 1-20
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first
chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

" In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that
all the world should be registered. ? This was the first
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, ° to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.

6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. ® And an angel
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 1°



And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. " For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. "> And this will be a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” '> And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest,and on earth peace lamong
those with whom he is pleased!”
S When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” '® And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. '” And
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been
told them concerning this child. '® And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. '® But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 2°
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

364 Away in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.

Close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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The  stars in the sky

looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra-dle tll morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav-en to live with Thee there.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Sit



Sermon
Offering

Psalm for Meditation Psalm 110:1-4; antiphon: v. 2a

The LORD says to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand,
until [ make your enemies your footstool.”

The LORD sends forth from Zion
your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of your enemies!
Your people will offer themselves freely
on the day of your power,
in holy garments;
from the womb of the morning,
the dew of your youth will be yours.
The LORD has sworn
and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek.”

Stand
. 781 We Give Thee But Thine Own sts. 1-2
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;
2 May we Thy boun - ties thus As stew -ards true re - ceive
“
o

i ; ; I f T I ) —

R 55—
I I ' I

All that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

And glad -ly, as Thoubless-est us, To Thee our first-fruits give!
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(The pastor will light the taper from the Christ candle, and then he will
light the ushers’ candles. The ushers will light the candles of the people
seated at the end of the aisles and they will light the candles of those in
their row. Please do not tilt lit candles. Tilt unlit candles and turn them
upright as soon as they are lit.)




Candlelight Reading John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All
things were made through him, and without him was not
anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might
believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through
him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and
his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth.

(P} The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
On those living in the land of deep darkness a light has
dawned.



363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1-3
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1 Si - lent night, ho ly night! All is calm,

2 Si - lent night, ho ly night! Shep - herds  quake
3Si - lent night, ho ly night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir -  gin moth -er and child.
at the sight; Glo ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en -ly
Heav’n-ly hosts sing, Al - le-1lu - ia! Christ, the Sav -ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly  peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Prayer of the Church
P

for all people according to their needs.

P

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and

For the faithful proclamation of Christ’s saving name, that

God’s people may be strengthened in the true faith and His
kingdom extended, let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mercy.
For the holy Christian Church throughout the world and for

all who confess the name of Christ, that God would guard
and defend us from the temptations of the devil, the world,
and our sinful nature, let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mercy.
For this congregation, its mission and its people; for the

ability to meet the needs that arise as we do the work God
has given us to do; and for the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For the educational institutions of our synod: for our
preschools, our day schools and high schools, our colleges
and universities, and for our seminaries, that those who
teach and those who learn in them would be transformed by
the wisdom of Christ, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who have wandered from the faith, that the Holy
Spirit would use us to call them home to the Father, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the government and all who have been set into positions
of leadership, that they may use the authority entrusted to
them honorably and for the good of the people, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all who serve in worthy occupations, professions, arts,
and sciences, that God would grant them skill and integrity
in the performance of their responsibilities and valued
service through their vocations, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who suffer from hunger, homelessness, poverty,
or unemployment, that God’s great mercy and love would
preserve and relieve them, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all the faithful, that the Spirit would lead them to
cheerful, generous giving from the bounty the Lord
provides, to support the Church and to help those in need,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who are sick especially, Hunter, Barbara,
Dorothy, Bill M., Patricia, , Phil, Lidia, Michele, Giuseppe,
Nancy and Braydon who is serving in the military, that God
would grant healing to their bodies and strength to bear
their infirmities with patience and grace, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who mourn that in their time of sorrow they
would not lose hope but rely on God’s promise that He will
never leave them or forsake them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.



(P} For those who rejoice in the rich blessings of God, that they
may always remember the Giver of every gift and give Him
heartfelt thanks, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P] Thank you, dear Father, for sending Your Son into our
world. You gave Your greatest gift to us in love. You
rejoiced when Jesus was born.

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for coming into our world. You
were born of a virgin. You were not ashamed to take Your
rest in a feedbox for animals. Lord Jesus,You came into our
lives in the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Humble us, forgive
us, bless us, and help us in all things.

Thank You, Holy Spirit for the opportunity to celebrate
Christmas. Thank You, Holy Spirit, for pouring courage
and hope into our lives. Bless our joyful songs and praises.
Empower the witness You help us give in our families,
workplace, and community.

We ask all these blessings in the name of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



( Please extinguish your candles carefully. Hold them upright for a few
minutes after they are out until the wax has hardened in order to avoid
dripping wax on the pews or floor.)

Benediction LSB 166
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[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - ’'ry-where;
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ is born!

I
1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-1ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
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Be - hold, through - out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the  an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.






Announcements

Join us after the service in the fellowship hall for refreshments and
Bible Study.

Pastor Holsten will lead service on Wednesday, Christmas Eve
afternoon at 3:00pm

Pastor Vogel will conduct services for Jan. 4™, 11" and 18™.

Poinsettias can now be ordered from either Ellen or Carol Bender.
Cost of each plant is $15.00. Checks should be payable to the
“Ladies’ Guild”

St. John’s Lutheran Church
810 Broad St., Clifton, NJ 07013
StJohnsClifton.Org
PrayingHands810@gmail.com



