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Order of Worship 
by 

Pastor Aaron Mol 



344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 
 

 
Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 



C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 146:5–8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4 

Rejoice in the Lord always; 

 again I will say, Rejoice. 
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

 whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

 who keeps faith forever; 
who executes justice for the oppressed, 

 who gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the 

blind. 

 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD 

loves the righteous. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 



as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Rejoice in the Lord always; 

 again I will say, Rejoice. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and 

to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious 

visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 3:14–20 

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 

 shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

 O daughter of Jerusalem! 

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 

 he has cleared away your enemies. 



The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

 you shall never again fear evil. 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; 

 let not your hands grow weak. 

The LORD your God is in your midst, 

 a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; 

 he will quiet you by his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing. 

I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 

 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 

Behold, at that time I will deal 

 with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 

 and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

 and renown in all the earth. 

At that time I will bring you in, 

 at the time when I gather you together; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

 among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

 before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
 Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test 

everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of 

evil. 

 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, 

and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 

faithful; he will surely do it. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 



Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:6–8, 19–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 

came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 

believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear 

witness about the light. . . . 

 This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He 

confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 

Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 

said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 

“No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 

answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 

He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked him, 

“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor 

Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with 

water, but among you stands one you do not know, even he who 

comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to 

untie.” These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 

where John was baptizing. 

  



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 



341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
 

Psalm of Meditation Psalm 85; antiphon: v. 2 

LORD, you were favorable to your land; 

 you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

 you covered all their sin. 

You withdrew all your wrath; 

 you turned from your hot anger. 



Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 

 and put away your indignation toward us! 

Will you be angry with us forever? 

 Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 

Will you not revive us again, 

 that your people may rejoice in you? 

Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

 and grant us your salvation. 

Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 

 but let them not turn back to folly. 

Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

 that glory may dwell in our land. 

Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

 righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 

 and righteousness looks down from the sky. 

Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

 and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness will go before him 

 and make his footsteps a way. 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who suffer for the name of Jesus, that our 

heavenly Father, who rescues the daughter of Zion, would 

look on them with compassion, giving them wisdom when 

pressured to compromise, providing when they suffer loss, 

granting courage when they are afraid, and delivering them 

from all evil, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For pastors and all church workers, that God would send 

them also as messengers before the face of Jesus to prepare 

His way, making known His saving name; and that the 

Christ would open the ears of all who hear to rejoice, repent 

and firmly believe, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



P For our homes, that God would provide companionship for 

those who are alone, strengthen the bonds of marriage and 

equip parents to raise their children in love and faith; and 

that, for Jesus’ sake, our homes would be places of joy, 

reasonableness, peace and prayer, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For prisoners, that the Lord would rescue those incarcerated 

justly from their enslavement to sin, bringing them to 

repentance and helping them accept the consequences of 

their wrongdoing; and that He would comfort those 

imprisoned unjustly, giving them rescue according to His 

will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those in need of healing and deliverance, that as Christ 

healed the sick of every disease and affliction, He would 

also show mercy now especially Kristine, Catherine, Emily, 

Ron, Barbaralee, Steve, Lidia, Irene, Muriel, Joanie, 

Michele, Timothy, Rob, James, Nicole, Richard, Phyllis, 

Sally, Steven, Davin, Regan, Aiden, Ed, Giuseppe, Alex, 

Alfred, William, Claudio,  Dorothy, Stephen, Zebulun, 

Eleanor, Naomi, Pat, Joe, Mariah, Bob, Suzanne, Albert, 

Richard, Thomas, and Debbie; that He would heal them in 

His time and according to His will, and preserve them in the 

repentant confidence of the resurrection of the dead and the 

life of the world to come, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 
 

 
 

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 

 
Benediction LSB 202 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 1, 5–7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Midweek Advent Services continue this Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

The setting will be the service of Evening Prayer (also known as 

the Service of Light). We will have a three week series on the 

Magnificat (Mary’s song of praise) and end December 22
nd

 with a 

service of prayer (Compline). 

 

Our Tree of Love and Warmth hat and mitten collection has begun.  

The hats and mittens are for children in some of our Clifton 

schools.  The children are ages 3 to 13 so donations of any size 

will be appreciated.  The distribution will be delivered to the 

schools around the middle of December.  Please help if you can! 

 

For the convenience of our congregation, the Toys for Tots 

collection box will be out to receive new, unwrapped toys for 

needy children.  The toys will be moved to the collection site on 

December 14. 

 

Join us after service for fellowship and refreshments in fellowship 

hall. 

 

 

Bible Study Schedule 
   December 12 – Advent Study Two and Three 

   December 19 – Advent Study Four 

   December 26 – No Bible Study 
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