
Weekly Readings Study: Epiphany 7 – Series B

Mark 2:1-12
1 And when [Jesus] returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at 

home. 2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he
was preaching the word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 
And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and 
when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus 
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some of the scribes were 
sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus 
questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? 9 Which 
is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 
10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 
paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” 12 And he rose and immediately 
picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying,
“We never saw anything like this!” 

Context

Time: End of Jesus’ first year of ministry

Location: Capernaum (Galilee)

Audience: Crowds filled with believers, non-believers, and religious leaders

Purpose: To bring the Gospel and healing to whoever gathered

Chapter 2 of Mark’s Gospel opens by telling us that Jesus had a residence in Capernaum. Matthew’s 
Gospel (4:12-13) also verifies this information and uses it as the prophetic fulfillment of Isaiah 9:1-2:

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the 
way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
    on them has light shone.

Jesus’ residence in Capernaum “has made glorious the way of the sea”. Ezekiel and Daniel use similar 
language to describe geographical locations. What are those locations? How does that help us 
understand Isaiah’s prophecy?

Ezekiel and Daniel refer to the “promised land” as “glorious”. It’s the place where God has chosen 
His people to dwell and where He dwells among them. If Isaiah is calling Capernaum “glorious” 
because Jesus is dwelling there, we can infer that it’s for the same reasons: It is the place where God’s 
people are dwelling (some of the crowds) and the place where God is dwelling among them (Jesus).



Now, that may seem like a bit of a tangent because we’re reading Mark’s Gospel (which doesn’t 
reference Isaiah) and not Matthew’s, but the prophetic reference used by Matthew helps us understand 
the purpose of this reading from Mark.

If Jesus’ residence in Capernaum is the fulfillment of Isaiah 9, what should the reader expect to be the 
ultimate lesson of Jesus’ extended stay in the city?

If Jesus is fulfilling Isaiah 9, then his stay in the city is ultimately a claim of Divinity (9:1 – only God 
makes glorious) and Messiahship (9:2-7). Let’s see if that’s true.

Bonus: Jesus most likely built the house himself. His first year of ministry contained much less 
traveling than the other two. Being constantly near Capernaum AND a skilled carpenter, Jesus would 
have ample time and skill to build a small residence in the area.

As the story progresses, the first person Jesus addresses is the paralytic man. He starts the conversation 
by telling him, “your sins are forgiven”. Why? What wrong did the man commit? Why was he worthy 
of being forgiven?

The man was a paralytic. Jesus saw this as a result of sin; not necessarily the man’s sin or even his 
parents’ sins directly causing a birth defect, but because he was sinful living in a sinful world, his body 
was not perfect and he needed forgiveness just as much as he needed healing. Jesus saw him as 
“worthy” of this forgiveness for the same reason he did the woman with the bleeding problem who 
touched his cloak: they had a childlike faith, one the was so certain of Jesus’ power that they didn’t 
even need to ask for healing. They knew even his presence was enough.

Why did Jesus start with forgiveness instead of healing? What does that order tell us?

1. Forgiveness was the bigger issue. Physical ailments are temporary, for death is certain for all sinful 
people, but spiritual ailments were eternal. Belief in the heart, not physical achievements, was the 
basis of faith. If Jesus was going to heal one thing, it would be the spirit, knowing that physical healing
would come later in the new creation.

2. Jesus is setting the groundwork for the understanding that faith leads to works, not the other way 
around. If Jesus healed and then those people came to faith due to being healed, it would be a faith that
would fade as soon as Jesus was no longer around. Instead, he focused on building upon the Jewish 
faith the Israelites had been given by God, so that when he left, they would have a solid spiritual 
foundation, whether they were healed or not.

This healing provokes an unspoken response by some of the religious leaders who had gathered at 
Jesus’ house. Their response gives us an implicit (not yet directly spoken) claim about Jesus. What is 
it?

He was claiming to be God. The religious leaders clearly make the connection between Old Testament 
sacrifices, where God alone offered forgiveness in response to Israel’s faithfulness, and Jesus’ words to 
the paralytic man.

This is followed up by another implicit claim by Mark. What is the second claim?



That he WAS God. Jesus was able to see into their hearts. This is found quite frequently in the Old 
Testament as a quality reserved for God, but most directly in Jeremiah 17:10, “I, the LORD, search the
heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.”

Finally, Jesus himself addresses the religious leaders, building on Mark’s narration. For the third time, 
we see something being implied about Jesus, but this time in the form of a question, “Which is easier, 
to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’?” and his 
response to the question, “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins”—he said to the paralytic— ‘I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.’” What is the chain
of logic that Jesus uses here?

1. Miraculously healing someone is harder than forgiving someone.
2. Jesus heals the paralytic man.
3. If Jesus can heal, then Jesus can forgive.

This leads us back to the original claim the religious leaders implied about Jesus. Because Jesus can 
miraculously heal someone’s physical ailments, then he also has the authority to forgive. And if Jesus 
has the authority to forgive, then what must also be logically true?

Jesus is God. It’s the same logical progression Jesus uses in Mark and Luke when he addresses the rich
young man. He questions the young man’s usage of the phrase “Good Teacher” saying, “No one is 
good but God,” forcing the young man to immediately address his own beliefs. Does he truly believe 
that Jesus is good, and therefore God? Or does he believe that Jesus is just another rabbi, a sinful 
human being, and not God? The same thing happens here. Do the religious leaders truly believe the 
paralytic was healed and therefore Jesus is God and can forgive? Or do they think that the healing was
a trick and Jesus cannot forgive? You cannot believe one half, but not the other.

Now, despite the antagonistic nature of the religious leaders’ appearance at Jesus’ house, how does 
Jesus’ response give the reader insight into who his mission and message are for?

Jesus gives them the opportunity to see and learn. He doesn’t send them away. He attempts to teach 
them, for he has come for even those who reject him. This is where we get the understanding of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection as “all atoning”. Regardless of their beliefs or actions against Jesus, Jesus 
would die for the very religious leaders standing before him, questioning his existence. We see the same
message given when Jesus asks the Father to forgive the Romans who are nailing him to the cross. 
Salvation may not be given to all, but it is available to all because Jesus took the punishment for all 
sin, not just believers. So here, Jesus demonstrates that truth by offering the Gospel to even those who 
he knew would reject it. Even they deserved to hear it and believe. This is what Paul refers to when he 
writes to Timothy saying, “If we deny him, he will also deny us; If we are faithless, he remains 
faithful.”

After all was said and done, the religious leaders don’t seem to have a response to Jesus like they do 
other places in the Gospels. Why might that be? What does the reaction of the crowd tell us about the 
background of the paralyzed man (despite no information being given in any of the Gospels’ account of
this story)? (hint: think John 9:1-12, the man born blind)

There were people who knew this man long before Jesus began his ministry. There was no possible way
this could have been a hoax, which deterred the religious leaders from using that as an accusation 
against Jesus.



Why is it significant that the crowds say “we never saw anything like this”? What does this say about 
the crowds? (hint: what were the roles of the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali before they became just a 
geographical location?)

They were Jewish, but they were not closely tied to the spiritual beliefs or locations like the other 
tribes. They were warriors. They fought battles and rarely found themselves in or near the temple. They
participated in few stories of Yahweh’s miracles. They would not have passed down those stories from 
generation to generation. This was one of their first interactions with God in a very personal way.

What does Jesus choosing the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali as his dwelling place tell us about his 
mission?

It wasn’t just for the faithful. In fact, it was MORE about the unfaithful. Jesus dwelt with not only 
societal outcasts, but descendants of “outcast” tribes as well. His choice of residence made a huge 
claim that Jesus was not someone looking for power or authority, because those thing would be found 
among the surviving, “worthy” tribes: the Judahites/Benjaminites (those dwelling around Jerusalem) 
and Levites (religious leaders).

Jesus’ claims about divinity are pretty clear throughout the story. The religious leaders see his claims. 
The Apostle Mark sees his claims. Jesus himself lays out the claims in a more detailed and obvious 
way. Jesus is claiming to be God and Jesus is showing why that claim is true. But what about his 
Messiahship? Where does Jesus claim to be Israel’s Messiah in these verses?

He makes the claim by what he does. In the midst of preaching the Gospel to this gathered crowd, 
Jesus stops to perform a miraculous healing. This is a direct reference to Isaiah 35:4-8. Isaiah 
prophecies that “God will save” (a common reference connected to the messiah) and part of doing so 
will be through physical healing, specifically mentioning those who have disorders that affect walking 
(35:6).


