Third Sunday of Epiphany January 18, 2026— Lectionary Series A
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Lutheran Service Builder




920 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love
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1 Je - sus! Name of won-drous love, Name all oth - er names a-bove,
2 Je - sus! Name de - creed of old, To the maid-en moth-er told,
3 Je - sus! Name of price-less worth To the fall - en of the earth
4 Je - sus! Name of mer -cy mild, Giv - en to the ho - ly Child

| 188

I n
J i i ]  —— f T
o o

Un - to which must ev-'ry knee Bow in deep hu - mil -i - ty.
Kneel-ing in  her low-ly cell, By the an-gel Ga-bri-el
For the prom - ise that it gave, “Je - sus shall His peo-ple save.”
When the cup of hu-man woe First He tast - ed here be - low.

Stand for last verse

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation LSB 184

(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -}« Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 89:1, 5, 15-16; antiphon: Psalm 119:46

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,]
and shall not be put to shame.
I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all
generations.
Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!
Blesséd are the people who know the festal shout,
who walk, O LORD, in the light of your face,
who exult in your name all the day
and in your righteousness are exalted.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,]
and shall not be put to shame.



Kyrie LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
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(P  Letus pray.

(P] Heavenly Father, You revealed to the apostle Peter the
blessed truth that Your Son Jesus is the Christ. Strengthen
us by the proclamation of this truth that we too may joyfully
confess that there is salvation in no one else; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Sit

First Reading Acts 4:8-13

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers
of the people and elders, if we are being examined today
concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means
this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all
the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him
this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that
was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the
cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved.”

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were
astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Peter 1:1-15

Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with
ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:

May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord.

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us
to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us
his precious and very great promises, so that through them you
may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from
the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. For
this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with



virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness
with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and
brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and
are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks
these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten
that he was cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers,
be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure,
for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this
way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities,
though you know them and are established in the truth that you
have. I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up
by way of reminder, since I know that the putting off of my body
will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. And 1
will make every effort so that after my departure you may be
able at any time to recall these things.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Mark 8:27-35

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.
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And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who
do people say that I am?” And they told him, “John the Baptist;
and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he
asked them, “But who do you say that [ am?” Peter answered
him, “You are the Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell
no one about him.

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer
many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests
and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And
he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to
them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the
gospel’s will save it.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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To meet the Bride-groom, who is near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!
Sermon

Offering



Psalm for Meditation Psalm 118:19-29; antiphon: v. 26

Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.

This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous shall enter through it.

I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

This is the LORD’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Save us, we pray, O LORD!
O LORD, we pray, give us success!

Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
The LORD is God,
and he has made his light to shine upon us.
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,
up to the horns of the altar!

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
you are my God; I will extol you.

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Stand
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All that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
And glad -1y, as Thou bless-est us, To Thee our first-fruits give!




Prayer of the Church
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Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and
bless You for the love that sustains us from day to day. We
praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You
for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for Your holy Church,
for the means of grace, for the lives of all faithful and just
people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to
treasure in our hearts all that You have done for us, and
enable us to show our thankfulness in lives that are wholly
given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the
precious blood of Christ. Strengthen Your faithful people
through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making them
perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in
them the faith once delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to
those who hold office in Your Church that, by their devoted
service, faith may abound and Your kingdom increase.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up
faithful servants of Christ to advance the Gospel both at
home and in distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations,
and support them in challenging times. Make them
steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and let their
faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and renew the witness
of Your people everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a
peaceable life with integrity. Grant health and favor to all
who bear office in our land, especially [(USA) the president
and congress of the United States, the governor and
legislature of this [state/commonwealth], and to all those
who make, administer, and judge our laws.] [(British
Commonwealth) [His/Her] Majesty, the [King/Queen], the
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governor general, the prime minister and the parliament,
the government of this province, and all who have authority
over us.] Help them to serve this people according to Your
holy will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of
love, and order our days in Your peace. Prosper the labor of
those who work to bring peace and justice to the nations of
the world that mutual understanding and common endeavor
may be increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges,
universities, and centers of research and those who teach
and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure that
people may serve You honorably in Church and state, and
that our common life may be conformed to the ways of
Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them
with joy. Keep our children in the covenant of their
Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives
of faith and devotion. Unite the members of all families in a
spirit of affection and service that they may show Your
praise in our land and in all the world. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest,
the commerce and industry, the leisure and rest, the arts and
culture of our people. Take under Your special protection
those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and be with all
who put their hands to any useful task. Give them the just
rewards for their labor and the knowledge that their work is
a blessing in Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in
sorrow or need, sickness or adversity especially Joshua,
Hunter, Lorraine, Dorothy, Marge, Tony, Bill M., Patricia,
Phil, Lidia, Michele, Giuseppe, Alfred, and Nancy. Be with
those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on
those to whom death draws near (especially /name]). Bring
consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of
Your love, taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your
mercy,
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hear our prayer.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and
served You in Your Church on earth, who now rest from
their labors (especially /name]). Keep us in fellowship with
all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of Your
heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need,
grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose
again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
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(P} Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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Proper Preface (Full)

(P] Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily
governed and protected Your holy Church, in which the
blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your divine
and saving Gospel. Therefore with patriarchs and prophets,
apostles and evangelists, with Your servant Peter, and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

LSB 196

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord 197
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
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LSB 198
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Distribution & Distribution Hymn

637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
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And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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Him - self the vic - tim and Him - self the priest.
Gives liv - ing wa - ters to the thirst - ing soul.
As in this feast of love You bless us now.
Stand
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - e er.
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

A - men.
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Salutation
(P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus
Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
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The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious

unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I« give you

peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.




643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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1 Sent forth by God’s  bless-ing, Our true faith con - fess-ing,
2 With praise and thanks - giv-ing To God ev - er - liv-ing,
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The peo - ple of God from His dwell -ing take leave.
The tasks of our ev - ry - day life we will face.
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The Sup - per is end - ed O now be ex - tend-ed

Our faith ev - er shar - ing, In love ev - er car - ing,
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The fruits  of this ser - vice in all  who be - lieve.

Em - brac - ing His chil - dren of each tribe and race.
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The seed of His teach-ing, Re - cep-tive souls reach-ing,
With  Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us;
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Shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
U - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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His grace did in - vite us, His love shall u - nite us

Then may all the liv - ing  With praise and thanks - giv - ing
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To work for God’s  king - dom and an - swer His call.

Give hon - or to Christ and His name that we  bear.







Announcements

Join us after the service in the fellowship hall for refreshments and
Bible Study.

Pastor Vogel will conduct services for February 8.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
810 Broad St., Clifton, NJ 07013
StJohnsClifton.Org
PrayingHands810@gmail.com



