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412 The People That in Darkness Sat 

 

 

 
 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 
 

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 

 

Δ – Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 19:1–4a, b; antiphon: v. 14 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, 

 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 



The heavens declare the glory of God, 

 and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours out speech, 

 and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, 

 whose voice is not heard. 
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their 

words to the end of the world. 

 In them he has set a tent for the sun. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, 

 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 



 
P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all 

things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of 

Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 49:1–7 

Listen to me, O coastlands, 

 and give attention, you peoples from afar. 

The LORD called me from the womb, 

 from the body of my mother he named my name. 

He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

 in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow; 

 in his quiver he hid me away. 

And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

 Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

 I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my right is with the LORD, 

 and my recompense with my God.” 

And now the LORD says, 

 he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 



to bring Jacob back to him; 

 and that Israel might be gathered to him— 

for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, 

 and my God has become my strength— 

he says: 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

 to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

 and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 

I will make you as a light for the nations, 

 that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

Thus says the LORD, 

 the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 

 the servant of rulers: 

“Kings shall see and arise; 

 princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 

because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

 the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, 

and our brother Sosthenes, 

 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in 

every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 

their Lord and ours: 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace 

of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you 

were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—even as 

the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—so that 

you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the 

end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, 

by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:29–42a 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

 The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 

before me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not know 

him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 

might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the 

Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 

I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with 

water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 

remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have 

seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 

 The next day again John was standing with two of his 

disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say 

this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them 

following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they 

said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you 

staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they 

came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him 

that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who 



heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother. He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, 

“We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought 

him to Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 
Sit 

 



411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sermon 

 



Psalm of Meditation Psalm 40:1–11; antiphon: v. 3 

I waited patiently for the LORD; 

 he inclined to me and heard my cry. 

He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 

 out of the miry bog, 

and set my feet upon a rock, 

 making my steps secure. 

He put a new song in my mouth, 

 a song of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear, 

 and put their trust in the LORD. 

Blessèd is the man who makes 

 the LORD his trust, 

who does not turn to the proud, 

 to those who go astray after a lie! 

You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 

 your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 

 none can compare with you! 

I will proclaim and tell of them, 

 yet they are more than can be told. 

Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, 

 but you have given me an open ear. 

Burnt offering and sin offering 

 you have not required. 

Then I said, “Behold, I have come; 

 in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 

I desire to do your will, O my God; 

 your law is within my heart.” 

I have told the glad news of deliverance 

 in the great congregation; 

behold, I have not restrained my lips, 

 as you know, O LORD. 

I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 

 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 

I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness 

 from the great congregation. 

As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain 

 your mercy from me; 

your steadfast love and your faithfulness will 

 ever preserve me! 



Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P That the Lord, our Rock and Redeemer, would sanctify the 

words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts, that 

our prayers might reflect His gracious promises, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For faithfulness, that the Lord who formed His Son in 

Mary’s womb to be a light for the nations would enlighten 

and strengthen us by His Word and Sacraments; and that we 

might reflect the light of Christ to those around us, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P That the Lord, who created the heavens and establishes day 

and night, would bless all teachers and students of the arts 

and sciences to see His creativity and glorify Him, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For our households, that the Lord who watched over the 

tribes of Jacob would provide both daily bread and 

redemption in abundant measure to His people, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those in authority, that our Holy God would fortify 

them with courage and wisdom to govern justly and 

cultivate in them penitent hearts so that they would 

prostrate themselves before their Redeemer with joy on the 

Last Day, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For healing and deliverance, that the Lamb of God who 

takes away our sins and infirmities would be merciful those 

who are in need of His care, Phil, Andrea, Gail, Ken, Pat, 

Tyler, Janet, Roger K., Kristine, Catherine, Emily, Lidia, 

Irene, Muriel, Joanie, Michele, Timothy, Rob, James, 

Nicole, Richard, Phyllis, Sally, Steven, Ed, Giuseppe, Alex, 

Alfred, William, Claudio, Dorothy, Stephen, Zebulun, Bob, 



Suzanne, Albert, Richard, Debbie, Brenda, Bryan, Steve, 

and grant them rescue and confidence in His grace, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Grant that we who have celebrated the incarnation of our 

Lord may die to sin and rise to new life in Him, and that we 

may treasure up and ponder in our hearts the Christ 

announced by Your forerunner; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 



394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped clean up the Advent 

decorations yesterday! Many hands made quick work! 

 

Please join us after service today for celebrating Zebulun’s 

birthday with cake in fellowship hall. 

 

In February (a Saturday to be determined), St. John’s will be 

hosting a Chili cook-off! Sign-up sheets will be in the narthex in 

the coming weeks for people to sign up for bringing a pot of chili 

or some sides. For easier use of kitchen space, chili should be 

made at home and transported to the church. Start thinking of what 

you’d like to make/bring and we’ll have more details to come! 

 

Devotions for January-March are available on the narthex table. 

 

Collections for our spring rummage sale now being collected. 

Talk to Sue Faria after the service if you have anything to drop off. 

 

Bible Study Schedule/Topics 

8 Weeks – Genesis Part 1 (Starting Jan. 22) 

4 Weeks – Bible Character Study (Solomon/David/Women, etc.) 

8 Weeks – Genesis Part 2 
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