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Opener Question 
1. Have you ever realized there was a difference between outward appearance and inward reality in your spiritual life? What helped expose that difference?



Read Matthew 7:21-23
2. Jesus says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven.” Why is it possible for someone to sound sincere or religious outwardly while still missing the heart of what it means to truly know God?




3. Throughout the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus continually addresses the heart rather than outward performance alone. How does this passage continue that same theme?




4. The people in this passage point to prophecy, miracles, and spiritual activity as evidence of their relationship with Jesus. Why can outward ministry success never replace genuine repentance, humility, and dependence on God?




5. Jesus calls them “workers of lawlessness.” In the context of Matthew 5–7, how is lawlessness deeper than simply breaking rules? How can someone appear outwardly spiritual while still resisting the transforming rule of God in their heart?
Read Matthew 15:7–9
6. Jesus rebukes people who honor God with their lips while their hearts are far from Him. How does this passage deepen our understanding of Matthew 7:21–23 and the danger of outward religion without inward surrender?





Read Isaiah 66:1–5
7. God says He looks to the one who is “humble and contrite in spirit” and trembles at His word. Why is humility and repentance a more trustworthy sign of spiritual life than outward performance or religious reputation?






8. Isaiah describes people continuing religious sacrifices while still choosing “their own ways.” How can people today subtly reshape Christianity around their own desires while still appearing deeply spiritual?





Read 1 John 1:7–10
9. John says that believers who walk in the light still confess their sins and depend on Christ’s cleansing. How does this help us understand that Matthew 7:21–23 is not teaching sinless perfection, but warning against a heart that refuses genuine surrender and repentance?

