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In this catalog you will find detailed information about our alternative online summer program for July. 
We are saddened that we are unable to provide the fun, interactive, and educational summer that we 
always strive for, however, we want to accommodate to deliver at least the educational aspect of our 
program. Even if we cannot bring all aspects of our program to a virtual format, we strive to continue 
enriching our students and hopefully, provide them with something fun to do while staying home all day. 

We have spent many hours coming up with ways to facilitate the switch to virtual classes for students, 
parents, and staff. This means that you may notice some changes that may seem unusual or in some ways 
inconvenient. We assure you that we considered our decisions thoroughly  and with everyone’s best 
interest in mind. We focused on what would be most comfortable and safe for all. More details on our 
decisions are explained throughout this catalog.  

We are grateful for your patience and willingness to give this new format a try. We hope to deliver a 
successful program despite the circumstances and will do our best to continue communicating promptly 
and effectively.

Dear Summer Brigade Families,

Summer Vacation Brigade Directors, 

          Amanda Nickles and Melisa Richards



Cost per session 

The total cost per session amounts to $30 per day. 
This cost is only to pay our teachers for the time 
they spend teaching live on Zoom and prepping for 
their classes. Normally, we would also charge for 
the cost of materials and field trips, however, since 
we are not providing that this year, we were able to 
lower the overall cost and concentrate on our staff.  
  
The total cost for a two week session is $300 per 
child.  

The total cost for both sessions is $600 per child.

This online summer program consists of four classes per day. Each day, a link for a Zoom call will be sent to 
your preferred email address. Classes will last 45 minutes and will include a live zoom call with one teacher 
per class. After the 45 minutes, they will have a fifteen minute break where they will switch to their next call 
with a new teacher. We will do this through Zoom break out rooms, where students log in to a main call 
and teachers select the students they need for their next 
class. After two classes, they will then have an hour for lunch 
and return for two more classes with another fifteen minute 
break in between. As always, students will be placed into 
groups according to the grade level that they will be going 
into (i.e. if a student just finished 3rd grade, they will be 
placed in a group of kids going into 4th grade).

How the online 
program will work

Sessions 

Sessions available now: 

One Session: July 6th - 17th 

 One session: July 20th - 31st 

  Both sessions: July 6th - 31st  

More information, as well as a registration form, will be 
sent out via email.



Schedule & Classes
List of Classes 

Academics: Math, English, Astronomy, Music Theory 

Electives: Religion, Art, Spanish, P.E.

Can we sign up only for the classes we 
want? 

No, when you sign up for a session, just like with our usual in 
person program, you are signing up for whatever classes we have 
during that  time. The schedule is not finalized until it gets closer to 
the start of the program, long after registration ends. Though these 
are different circumstances, we are keeping it the same to avoid 
any mix ups. When you pay for a session, you are paying for two 
weeks worth of the classes we offer. If your child only attends the ones they are interested in, not only 
are they missing out on exploring new subjects, but they are avoiding classes you already payed for. We 
recommend encouraging students to try all classes even if they think they will not like them, often times 
we find that they enjoy it. 

Why these classes? 
Our classes are always chosen based on what our 
teachers are passionate about and familiar with. 
This is to provide our students with the most 
proactive and enriching classes possible since 
teachers will be able to easily deliver information 
and help students gain a better understanding of 
the subject. 

We have also chosen classes that can fully function 
online. Art, P. E. , Religion, Music Theory can be 
effectively instructed through videos while 
allowing students to follow along on their own and 
move around as needed. 

    How will they switch between classes? 

Teachers will utilize a feature in Zoom that allows them to put 
students into a “Breakout room.” This feature enables staff to sort 
students into different calls with the teachers they are scheduled to 
be with at a certain time. They will all join a main call and from there, 
we will sort them into their assigned classes. Once a class is done 
and it is time to switch, we will move them into their next class. 
Though this will mainly be handled by staff, your child/ren may 
need your help setting up their call. 



What does the schedule look like? 

Our schedule this year will change so that students only 
have four classes per day. They will last 45 minutes each. 
We will start at 10 am to give families time to get ready, 
then have two classes with fifteen minute breaks in 
between. After that, there will be an hour for lunch, and 
finally we will return for two more classes with another 
fifteen minute break in between. Classes will be either 
Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday and will 
alternate on Fridays. The picture on the right shows what 
the new daily schedule will look like.

Why have these changes been made? 

We want to give our staff and students plenty of time to prepare for classes. Online courses are 
difficult because they are not as interactive as it is in person so we must plan to keep students fully 
engaged.  

Sitting in front of the computer for a long time can be harmful for our health and uncomfortable. 
Reducing the time spent looking at screens was an important goal for us to ensure the comfort of our 
staff and students. It also allows plenty of time for them to use the restroom or grab a snack and join 
their next class. 

Since a lot of parents are still working during the time our program runs, we also lowered the number 
of classes per day to reduce the amount of times parents have to assist their child/ren in switching 
between classes. 

Shown below is what the weekly schedule will look like. Please note that the times they 
have a certain class may vary depending on the group they are placed in. 

Week 1

Week 2



Joining an existing account

If you are being invited to an existing account, you will receive an email from Zoom (no-
reply@zoom.us). Once you receive this email, click Activate Your Zoom Account.

How To Use Zoom

Creating your own account

To sign up for your own free account, visit https://zoom.us and enter your email address. You will 
receive an email from Zoom (no-reply@zoom.us). In this email, click Activate Account. 

Joining another user's meeting

There are many ways to join a meeting, but the easiest way is to click the join link that the 
meeting host provided. You can also click Join in your Zoom client and enter the meeting ID.  
Once you receive the link for the day, students will join their main meeting, and the host (us/
teachers) will “rotate” them from class to class using Zoom Breakout Rooms. This allows students 
to not have to deal with multiple links throughout the day. This also helps parents, as they do not 
need to help their child sign in and figure out multiple classes and which time their classes are. If 
your child has their own email address, this will make parents who are working from home at 
ease because we will be assigning them to the correct classroom as the day goes on.

How to mute and unmute your microphone during class.

Mute / Unmute: Mute and unmute your microphone. 
Audio Controls (click the ^ arrow next to Mute / Unmute): Allows you to change the 
microphone and speaker that Zoom is currently using on your computer, leave computer audio, 
and access the full audio settings. 
Tip: Use the following keyboard shortcuts to mute or unmute yourself. You can also use push to 
talk if you want to unmute yourself by holding the spacebar. 
 • Windows: Alt + A  
 • Mac: Shift + Command + A

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us

Other Resources

For extra help and instructional videos on how to 
use Zoom, visit their support page linked below:

mailto:no-reply@zoom.us
mailto:no-reply@zoom.us
https://zoom.us
mailto:no-reply@zoom.us
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362623-About-Settings
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205683899
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/360000510003
https://zoom.us
mailto:no-reply@zoom.us
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362623-About-Settings
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205683899
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/360000510003


‣ Set up a location with minimal distraction. During class, no virtual backgrounds. Save that for 
lunch time, if open, or when you are on a separate call with friends. 

  

‣ Be on time! Class and activities will start at 10AM and we will rotate each student to the 
appropriate class at the appropriate time. But it will be difficult to keep track if students log in 
late. Let’s practice punctuality!  

  

‣ Show up a few minutes early and wait to be admitted into the zoom. 
  

‣ Be respectful to the teacher. We have a lot of interesting classes that will be fun to learn. 
Therefore, holding up any items, signs, or pictures that are not necessary for the lesson is 
unacceptable. There will be time to have a “show and tell” when appropriate. 

  

‣ Only chat with the teacher. Messaging with other students, other than a time designated by the 
teacher for the discussion is disrespectful. We encourage you to stay focused on the agenda. 
You might miss something the speaker had said while socializing.

Recommended 
Traditional Zoom 

Etiquette.


