
Members of Garber Church, 
  

I know since we concluded our series of three meetings in March, many of you have had questions regarding 

what Garber’s next steps would be as we navigate this year with the postponement of General Conference until 

2024.  Since we concluded our meetings, the news surrounding this issue has seemed to change on an almost 

daily basis.  Much of what Church Council has done for the last two months has simply been gathering 

information so that we can effectively plan to move forward in the best way possible for the future of Garber 

Church.   

On May 17, 2022 the Office of the Bishop of the NC Annual Conference released disaffiliation guidelines for 

churches interested in pursuing disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church.  These guidelines and 

documents relating to disaffiliation can be read at this website:  https://nccumc.org/disaffiliation/    On May 24, 

2022 Church Council voted unanimously to move forward with an inquiry into beginning the disaffiliation process 

from the United Methodist Church with a goal of formal disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church by the 

end of this year.  This inquiry will allow our church leadership to gather all pertinent data needed for our church 

members to make an informed decision regarding disaffiliation.   

Let me reiterate, Church Council has only the authority to initiate this process.  Disaffiliation from the United 

Methodist Church requires a church wide vote.  The details of the voting process are available at the website I 

referenced earlier.   

Church Council anticipates holding informational sessions shortly after the end of summer prior to any church 

wide vote.  Church Council anticipates that the formal vote for disaffiliation will be held early in the fall of this 

year, but we have not yet requested a church conference, nor have we been assigned a date for this conference 

by the district superintendent.  The process by which this vote is scheduled is also explained in the website link 

above.  Each church member will be given ample notification of the date of the church vote once it is formally 

scheduled.   

Let me also be clear in this statement:  while the landscape regarding the process of disaffiliation has changed 

for us since March, the recommendation of Church Council has not.  Church Council still unanimously 

recommends that Garber Church take   action to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church and join the 

Global  

Methodist Church.   You may also be encouraged to know that Garber is not alone in this position.  Many of the 

United Methodist Churches in Craven County share our concerns and are currently exploring plans to disaffiliate 

from the United Methodist Church and to join the Global Methodist Church as well.  

Many of these sister churches share our reasoning in considering disaffiliation: we hold that the United Methodist 

Church has abandoned the orthodox tenants of our faith and has consistently demonstrated that it has no 

interest in enforcing the commonly held and biblically based teachings important to the core of our faith.  While 

matters relating to human sexuality are the presenting issue in this conflict, please also know that this is a 

symptom of a great and systemic problem within our denomination.  There are many United Methodist 

churches across the United States where pastors openly dispute the divinity of Christ, the sinlessness of Christ, 

and the virgin birth.  These pastors are facing no disciplinary action from the United Methodist Church and are 

openly allowed to promote these heretical teachings.  Church Council believes that we cannot be part of an 

organization that allows, and in some instances, promotes heretical teachings like these.  Again, many local 

sister churches are united with us in this belief.   

Between now and when we hold our church wide vote, Church Council will be working to navigate the tasks 

before us in this disaffiliation process, but this is not just a procedural issue, it is a spiritual issue as well.  There 

can be no success in our endeavor if Christ is not with us.  We will not go except where Christ clearly leads, and 

we will not be led by any other than Jesus Christ.  Read your Bible, attend worship, pray, fast, and engage with 

one another in a way that edifies one another, and in all things, brings glory to God.  Thank you for your 

continued interest in the future of Garber Church. 
      

In Christ, 

Chair, Church Council  

https://nccumc.org/disaffiliation/

