The

Sunday School Year Begins at Garber!
We had a great Kick-off Sunday on August 26, but our new classes will really begin the
“meat” of their studies beginning September 9, after a short Labor Day weekend class break (see
related article on back page).
If you are looking for a Sunday School class, please join us on the 9th and let us help get you
settled in a new home class. Or you may want to begin exploring several classes to see what fits
you best. We are here to help! We have 9 adult classes that meet on Sunday mornings from 9:3010:30 am each week. At the same time, we have classes for children 3yr. preschool thru 12th
grade. Our youngest children are welcome in the Conderman Building or Infant Nursery; both are
open all morning for your convenience.
For more information on our classes of all ages and where they meet, please visit us online at
connect2garber.com or call the church office at 252-637-4022.
We are looking forward to an exciting and faith-filled year of learning at Garber! JOIN US!

Wednesday Evening Small Group Studies
Our Wednesday Evening Small Group Studies and Kids in Christ will begin a bit later this year due to a
conference your Garber Staff will be attending in late September.

We will kick-off our midweek studies this year on Wednesday, October 3rd.
Wednesday night studies are great for those who teach on Sunday mornings, or
for anyone who just wants a midweek connection with the church family,
or to just learn more about our Lord and Savior!
New Adult Small Groups will be formed after registration is complete in September; some small
groups have opted to remain together from last year. Small groups decide individually about
the time they meet, whether they share a meal, dessert, or just a beverage.
Studies will be supplied to the groups.
Currently, we are looking for host homes and leaders. You do not have to be the leader just
because you are a host home :) Registration forms can be found online at connect2garber.com
or in the church bulletin weekly thru September 23.
Questions? Contact Mary Coleman at 637-4022 or mcoleman@garberumc.com

Kids in Christ Recharge!
Kids in Christ Recharge! is for children in 3yr. preschool - 5th grade. Recharge! begins at
5:00 pm each week during session, freeing parents up to go to Midweek Communion and a small
group study. Dinner, Bible study, crafts, music, and fun are on the agenda weekly at Recharge!
See articles on Children’s Ministry on page 5.
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Friday, September 14

MOSAIC Annual Pig Picking
Morris Hall, Garber Ministry Center, 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Invite a friend and join us for a time of fellowship, food and fun as we kick off the fall calendar
of MOSAIC events. Barbecue pork cooked by Roy Burris and Worth
Todd, fried chicken, and a variety of sides, desserts, and beverage.
Please reserve your spot no later than Thursday, September 6.
Call the church office (637-4022) or email Sue Webb, Senior Ministries
Coordinator, for reservations swebb@garberumc.com
Exciting Changes to Access ACS eGiving
We know that being able to count on recurring donations is essential to any church. That’s why we added two new online
giving features to help contributors with recurring gifts:
1.

New end date option for recurring gifts
When scheduling donations, contributors no longer have to select an end date for their recurring gifts. They now have
an “until I cancel” option.

2.

No more expired cards
Credit cards associated with recurring gifts will automatically update to the new card’s expiration date. Our merchant
partner, Vanco, can do this for any card type except American Express.

We hope both these features reduce unexpected cancellations of recurring gifts and give you more time to focus on the
work of the church.
GriefShare will be offering “Loss of a Spouse”, a one-day
seminar on September 12th from 10am - noon in Room 215
of the Ministry Center. For more information or to sign up,
please call or email Christy DelMastro: 252-638-4165;
252-626-4906; or schmoozerc@suddenlink.net

Jerri and I wish to thank you, the Garber United Methodist Church, for the many overtures of love,
kindness, and compassion to us, my mother, and our whole family. It is accurate when persons note
how much difficulty we have had over the last couple of years. What I experience in the midst of all
this is the incredible grace of God strengthening us through all of you. There is an amazing power
of love that works in and through this congregation. In our sufferings and in our sorrows, we have
met the resurrected Jesus Christ and received the deep comfort of God because of you, Garber
Church. Thank you.
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Please don't miss our library on the third floor of the Ministry Center. Whatever your interests -fiction, Christian living or devotions, you will find a good selection there. Please pull the card from
the back of the book, fill out the information needed and put the card in the blue box under the
author's name. This month we are taking inventory of our materials. If you have books you've
finished, please return them to help us out with the inventory. Thank you! Please welcome our
volunteer Mary Brown! Coleen Brock
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Kingswood Notes. . .
This summer was a busy time for some of our Kingswood Kids! Thanks to the support of the Kingswood program through
gifts to the Mission and Ministry budget of Garber, 4 Kingswood Kids were able to spend a week at Camp Don Lee,
swimming, canoeing, sailing, building relationships and learning about Jesus. They all had a wonderful time and made
memories with their counselors and cabin mates that will last a lifetime! A lot of the Kingswood Kids also came to VBS and
Adventure Camp this summer and had a great time learning more about our faith!
It’s hard to believe that next week we will be starting our 25th year of the Kingswood After-School Ministry at Garber! God
has certainly blessed the efforts of those who listened to His call in 1994 to begin a partnership between Garber Church and
Bangert Elementary School. Their vision was to create a “family” made up of at-risk elementary school kids, and Garber
members and friends who would dedicate an hour a week to help them with their homework, mentor them, love on them,
and be witnesses to the love of Jesus. As we begin our 25th year, I believe that the dreams of those visionaries in 1994 have
been realized! I am thankful for all of the 100+ volunteers who have stepped up this year to give their time, talents, and
unconditional love to the little ones that are entrusted to our care for this year! We will be welcoming 5 new kids into our
Kingswood family this year!
We cannot thank God’s people at Garber enough for all of your love and support of the Kingswood Program! Your gifts of
money, school supplies, book bags, snacks, gift cards, prayers, and LOVE are so important to our success! We thank you!!

Kids In Christ Sunday School Kickoff
We kicked off our Sunday School year in Children’s Ministry with lots of smiles, fellowship, and Kona Ice! It
was a great Sunday to see our friends we have missed this summer, meet our new Sunday School teachers, and
learn that when life seems to spin out of control, we put our trust in God.

During our Sunday morning worship services, we had a time for
Blessing our Backpacks. We offered a pray for our kids, their
teachers, and the upcoming school year.
Our message to the children was to
Think Before you Speak:
Is it true,
Is it helpful,
Is it inspiring,
Is it necessary,
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Look What’s Happening!!!
What a great year it is going to be in Children’s Ministry!
Kickoff is in full swing, and we hope you will join us for the many
activities we have planned!

WEDNESDAY RECHARGE!
Recharge!

Join us Wednesday nights for a midweek Recharge! beginning in October!
As we gather each week, we will explore God's word, helping kids learn to
follow Jesus and gain a better understanding of what it means to be a Christian.

Recharge! is our mid-week ministry for children 3 years old through 5th grade.
(Children participating must have turned 3 by August 31st, 2018.)

Recharge! consists of designated sessions throughout the school year with each session meeting on
Wednesday nights from 5-7 p.m.
Our mid-week ministry is a combination of Bible time, dinner, and music worship. For our Recharge! program, we use both the
Whirl and Frolic curriculums from Sparkhouse to engage children in meaningful Bible time.
Our fist session this school year will begin Wednesday, October 3.
Registration forms online at connect2garber.com.

Sunday Morning Children’s Church
Kids Music and Bells
Wednesdays from 4:15-5:00
Join us for a fun and educational
ensemble for children 3rd - 5th grade!
The kids will be singing, playing bells,
learning music fundamentals, and (most
importantly!) learning what it means to use
our gifts for the Lord.
Rehearsals start Sept. 12th in the choir
room (Sanctuary side).
Contact Amanda Kennedy
(akennedy@garberumc.com) for questions,
more details, and sign up!

Children’s Church is offered during the school year for
children 3 years old through 2nd grade and provides age
appropriate activities during the 11:00 a.m. Sunday services.
During Children’s Church, kids experience an extension of
worship with Bible stories, dvds, prayer, and play time to keep
them engaged and focused on God and His love for them!

***NEW THIS YEAR***
K-2nd grade children can be picked up after services in the
“Big Room” of the Children’s Hall.
Preschoolers can picked up from the Conderman Building.

Please note: your child must have a current 2018-2019
Child Safety Form on file. This form, as well as
registration forms for Recharge! and other events can be
found online at connect2garber.com.
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Stitches of Love
Many hands and many hearts have a part in moving forward the Stitches of Love
mission to spread love and hope to women and children in crisis and need. We
strive to enrich our activities and to expand our participation and mission outreach.
In 2017, we made and donated 1,558 gifts to Coastal Women’s Shelter, Interfaith
Ministry, Promise Place, EPIC, Kingswood, NOAH, Garber senior shut-ins, “Shoeboxes”, and with our
mission teams to Haiti, Africa, and Russia. Our gifts include pillowcases, pillowcase dresses, small
quilts, stuffed baby dolls, fish, mini-pillows, and tote bags. Each gift includes a card with a message of
God’s love and hope to the recipient. In 2017, we created and gave 972 cards with gifts to Garber and
local seniors. Our goal is to make each gift and card bright and beautiful to shine God’s love to those in
crisis and need.
Can you cut, press, fold, pin, stuff, sort, glue, sew straight seams, chat, smile, fellowship or pray? Many
skills are needed! We meet on the second Friday of Sept., Oct., Nov., and Dec. in 2018, and Jan., Feb.,
Mar., April and May of 2019 in Room 223 of the Ministry Center from 9am - 12:00pm. Join us as we
create and spread God’s LOVE beginning Sept. 14.
For more information, contact Nancy Adkins (637-3695) or Ruth Tucker (288-5962).
“Our Lord does not care so much for the importance of our works
as for the love with which they are done.” Teresa of Avila

Matthew’s Minute
Connection Coffee:
If you are newer to Garber, our Connection Team would like to invite you to our Connection Coffee Sunday,
Sept. 9 at 9:30am in Room 123 of the Ministry Center. This is a time to meet the Garber pastors, staff and
discover more about Garber Church. Sign-up sheets are located at the Welcome Table in the courtyard, or at the
Welcome Center in the foyer of Morris Hall. You can also sign up by calling the church office at 637-4022, or
emailing Beth Hicks at: bhicks@garberumc.com.

ACCESS Membership Class:
We will be offering our ACCESS membership class beginning Sunday, Sept. 16. The Sunday class will meet at 9:30am on the
3rd floor of the Ministry Center. We will meet Sept. 16, 23, 30, and Oct. 7. You can sign-up one of three ways: Sign-up sheets
are available at the Welcome Table in the courtyard as well as the Welcome Center outside Morris Hall; you can also email
Pastor Matthew Atha at: matha@garberumc.com; or call the church office at 637-4022.

Boy Scouts of America at Garber Church

Troop 132 (Ages 11-18)
Visit: Wednesday, September 5th, 7:30-8:45 pm; Ministry Center Room 215
Pack 132 (Grades K-5)
Visit: Thursday, September 6th, 6:30-8:00 pm;
Morris Hall
**The Cub Scout program will include boys and
girls. A separate female-only Troop will begin in
February 2019
Contact: Chris Taylor – 252-497-5059
September 2018

THE POWER OF TRUTH
On Reading the Bible
“We need never be surprised that, when we read the Bible, we encounter a
collision between our current way of thinking and the Bible’s way of thinking.
The Bible strives, not just for agreement, but for radical conversion.”
From Shaped by the Bible by William H Willimon
We were graduate students taking a seminar focused on advanced Hebrew exegesis.
The text before us was from the Dead Sea Scrolls in a genre called Persherim. (Among Christian theology students, Hebrew
is not a popular course of study. Advanced Hebrew exegesis is viewed by some as eccentric. By the time a student is so
engaged, the classes are very small.) We were seeking to learn from the text how early Jewish interpreters handled and
understood the Prophet of Habakkuk.
Something from us students triggered a graphic response from the professor. He forcefully pushed his chair away from the
table and from us. “You all think you are hot shots,” he declared. “I’ll tell you what each of you needs to do. Graduate from
this school, join a small church, and let some old lady teach you how really to read your Bible!”

His point was then and is now very important. The Bible is the Church’s Book. It does not belong to some academic elite. It is
given by God as an instrument of Christian formation. Using the Bible, the Holy Spirit makes us a unique people. The Church
that is fully the Church has been shaped and formed by the Bible. One can study it like one might dissect a frog in biology
class; another might read it as one who seeks trivia for games; a third might treat it as a curio or relic from the distant past.
However, one reads it best, when one reads it to be shaped and formed into the Church, the people of the living God.
How many times have we heard the story of the Prodigal Son? But we readily hear again, because the Bible has the power of
truth, and the story is doing its formative work upon us. How many times have we listened to the Christmas and Easter
stories? We happily listen another time, because we desire to be a people powerfully shaped by the Word of God. We read,
we read again, and we read again that God’s Holy Spirit may form us as a Christlike and holy people.
The Church teaches us the importance of the Bible. We call it “holy Scripture.” We name it “The Bible.” We describe it as
the Word of God. We have articles of confession that teach us what to think about the Bible. But nothing exhibits the Bible’s
Power more clearly than the witness of a community shaped by its truth. The Bible has the clout, the power to convert us, to
change how we think, to transform how we live and how we love. God’s people are shaped by the Bible.

Confirmation
Sign up for the October 14 beginning. Call the church office (637-4022).
The word “confirmation” means to make strong, to strengthen, to make firm. We use it to entitle a
specific rite in the church wherein we seek to strengthen the spiritual stance and convictions of those
being confirmed. Like so many or our spiritual acts, confirmation can be consider from three sides:
the God side, the church side, and the adherent side.
Confirmation is actually a rite acted in worship. The church lays hands upon the adherent and prays for
his/her spiritual vitality. It is associated with baptism, and it assumes the baptism of all who are to be confirmed. For some,
baptism and confirmation can be immediately sequential. For others, years might separate two acts. God uses the church to
baptize and to confirm.
The adherent, in confirmation, affirms the vows of his/her baptism. In summary, the vows express repentance of sin and
turning to God, confession of faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and accountability in the church of Jesus Christ.
We believe that God acts through the Holy Spirit directly in the adherent and also indirectly through the church. Where
there is a public profession of faith, God enabled it. Incorporation into the body of Christ by baptism is a divine act.
Strengthening, as confirmation seeks, is the work of God’s Holy Spirit through the church.
The adherent professes, the church baptizes and confirms, and God unites the person with the body and strengthens him/her
for a life in Christ and in service to Christ.
Our Confirmation studies will begin in October, 2018, and Confirmation will occur on the Day of Pentecost, June 9, 2019.
We invite any middle or high school student who is unconfirmed to participate. The first session begins October 14. The
second session begins January 13. The concluding segment begins March 10. Each session will include six Sundays.
Confirmation seeks to strengthen what has already graciously occurred in a student’s life. The classes seek to give clarity
and explanation to God’s work and help in developing a lifetime of Christian formation. Both David A. Banks and Drew
Demarest can address your questions. Sessions will meet on Sunday afternoons from 3:30 until 5:00.
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Reminder:
Sunday, September 2
Annual Labor Day Weekend ONE SERVICE
10:00 a.m. in Morris Hall
Followed by Lunch! Catered by Moore’s BBQ
BBQ, fried chicken, slaw, mashed potatoes, hushpuppies
(No reservations needed for lunch)

If you are in town, please plan to join your Garber Family for this annual event!
Backpack Blessings Notes
It seems hard to believe that Backpack Blessings is beginning its 5th year of service to the kids in our
area who suffer from food insecurity in their homes! Backpack Blessings has grown from serving only
a couple of schools in Craven County to serving over 850 kids in 34 schools in Jones, Craven, and
Pamlico Counties in the 2017-2018 school year. We expect the need to be even greater in 2018-2019 as
more and more families experience difficulties in providing enough safe and nutritious food for their
children when they are away from school.
A BIG THANK YOU to Garber Church for providing much needed resources and for being the home of
Backpack Blessings (providing space for us to pack weekend food bags, distribute supplemental food boxes in the
summer, and holiday meals at Christmas). We are thankful for your amazing support of our efforts to feed hungry
children!
Our next community packing event will be on October 4-6. Details will be in the bulletin, and you will be able to sign
up in the courtyard later in September. THANK YOU, Garber Church!! Ruth Powers, Director, Backpack Blessings
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