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Working through a disaster requires a sense of stages. Each stage requires a
different character of response. Moving from one stage to another is never a clear
and obvious line to cross, but once a transition is made, the new stage is more
obvious. For our purposes, we planned and worked with these stages in mind:
Rescue, Relief, Recovery and Rebuilding. Thinking of the stages helped us see
what our responsibilities are.

What we could not forget, and what we should never forget is that we are a
Church. We are not a relief agency. Neither are we a non-governmental
organization. Our mission cannot be solely humanitarian. We are the Church of
Jesus Christ. Worship, Evangelism and Mission, Discipleship, Kononia are integral to our identity. We seek to Love
God, Love Others, and Reach the World as those who are claimed by the Gospel of Jesus and who offer that Gospel to
others. In all this, we are stewards who give an account to the one Master.
Our rush to provide food, share and convey resources, find housing was a relief response. Because of your generosity,
Garber Church was able to provide thousands of dollars’ worth of food, hygiene items, and cleaning supplies to many
families and distribution centers. Much of this we did in collaboration with many others: Backpack Blessings, Baptist
Men, Red Cross, Religious Community Services, etc. Much of our response depends upon these partnerships. Your
generous love for Jesus Christ and for others is enabling incredible response and care, and we thank you.
As part of our relief and recovery response we joined in partnership with Eight Days of Hope. Nearly 300 households
were helped. Homes have been gutted, mucked, tarped, etc. Now they await rebuilding. Over 550 people from 37
states and Canada helped as Eight Days of Hope volunteers. You shared in this gracious work by serving in the kitchen,
doing laundry, providing the snacks and casseroles, and by your kindness in accepting displacement in worship, Sunday
School, Bible studies, and other meetings.
You have also given both to our Ministry Fund and to the Emergency Assistance Fund. Your Church Council has given
Eight Days of Hope a donation of $30,000 from our Ministry Fund. The Emergency Assistance Fund purchased food for
100s of families and paid for counseling. We are also able to provide support for families impacted by Florence
including utilities, rent, deposits, meds, etc. The generosity of each of our families makes this possible.
We have moved through the stages of rescue and relief. We are now on the longer road of recovery. We say goodbye to
our friends in Eight Days of Hope, and we pray Godspeed as they take up their work in Florida loving those injured by
Hurricane Michael as they have loved our community with us. Our Church life will take on a sense of normal. However,
there is still much before us. We cannot cease caring for those around us impacted by Florence. Our pace may change,
but our determination to love others does not. We are purposefully set by God in this place at this time to continue to
love God, to love others, and to reach the world.
David A. Banks
MORTGAGE SEMINAR - POST HURRICANE SPECIFIC
On Saturday, November 3rd at Garber, Keller Williams Realty will present an all day seminar on mortgage relief. Julia Iden,
founding partner of Advance Mortgage Education Incorporated, will be the guest speaker. When homeowners experience a
hardship, such as Hurricane Florence which impacts their ability to make their mortgage
payment, Julia will provide information to help guide struggling homeowners turn a lose-lose
situation in to a win-win for all involved. Registration begins at 8:30am with Session A from
9:30am - 11:30am. Session B will continue with check-in at 12:30pm and running until 3:30pm
Please call the church office 252-637-4022 if you would like to attend this informational
session. We hope to see you there.
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Thoughts on Pledging:
Have you given thought to your pledge? The pledge is a prudential spiritual
practice. Both the Old and the New Testaments mention pledging. Generations of
Christians encourage pledging as helpful for one’s life in Christ. By means of the
pledge, one prayerfully plans one’s offerings of thanksgiving and gratitude. The
pledge helps the Christian to be intentional, disciplined, and spiritual in the use of
money and the offering of money. As we come to November, you are encouraged
to pledge, and we hope you will choose to do so. In addition to its value for
spiritual growth, your pledge helps the church plan more wisely as we seek to
support and strengthen the ministry of Christ.
This year we are inviting two different pledges. First, we ask you to plan your giving to the ministry of Christ through the
Garber United Methodist Church. Your pledge to the Ministry Fund (sometimes called the Budget) helps the leadership of the
church plan our directions and make decisions about what we can or cannot do in the name of Christ. The Ministry Fund
provides for FUEL, Kids in Christ, Mosaic, Worship, funerals, Wednesday Communion, Sunday School, RCS, Children’s
Hope Chest, Kingswood, etc. The Ministry Fund also pays our utilities, maintenance, supplies, and our monthly mortgage.
The Second pledge pertains to our debt. After our debt reduction campaign, many families continued to give to pay down the
principal. We, therefore, returned debt reduction to the pledge card last year and are doing the same this year. Over the previous
12 months the combination of budgeted mortgage payments and additional principal gifts has reduced our debt by $352,929.
We are asking for pledges for both our Ministry Fund and Debt Reduction by Sunday, November 4. Should you desire to talk
with someone around these pledges, or if you want someone praying with you, please call one of our pastors or one of our other
leaders.
Do pray for God’s provision for the Church. May God bless you in the adventure in faith that is giving and pledging. May you
grow and flourish in trust and obedience to Him who met us and who meets us fully in the gift of his Son Jesus Christ.

WHAT SHOULD I GIVE TO GOD?
Many times people will ask, how much of our income do we give to God? I can’t tell you what to give to God, but I can tell
you what the Bible says about giving to God’s work. Let me answer some frequently asked questions about giving.

WHAT IS TITHING?
The word “tithe” means “a tenth” or “10%.” In the Bible, God tells us that we are to give the first 10% of all we earn back to
Him. Giving less than 10% is not tithing.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A TITHE AND AN OFFERING?
A tithe is 10% of your income. An offering is any amount you give over and above that amount. An offering is anything you
give in addition to your tithe, such as gifts for special projects, your church building fund, etc. Tithing is God’s minimum
standard, the starting point. As God prospers you, you’ll want to do more.

WHY SHOULD I TITHE?
Because God asks us to tithe.
A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the
Lord. Leviticus 27:30
Because Jesus commends us to tithe.
Yes, you should tithe, and you shouldn’t leave the more important things undone either. Matthew 23:23
(Tithing was the only thing Jesus commended the Pharisees for doing!)
Because tithing shows that God has first place in my life.
The purpose of tithing is to teach you to put God in first place in your life. Deuteronomy 14:23
Because tithing gives God a chance to prove to you that He exists and wants to bless you!
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see
if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have enough room for it.
Malachi 3:10
This is one of the most amazing promises in the Bible. God actually offers you a challenge. He says, “I dare you! Start
tithing and watch what happens!” He not only promises to bless you with more, but He also promises to protect what you
already have! In the Bible, tithing is the only way given that you can prove God exists.
Because tithing is essential to your spiritual growth.
But just as you excel in everything, in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us, see that
you also excel in this grace of giving. 2 Corinthians 8:7
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WHAT SHOULD I TITHE?
Honor the Lord by giving him the first part of all your income, and He will fill your barns. Proverbs 3:9-10
The first 10% of every paycheck, and all else you earn. God doesn’t want your “left-over” income at the end of the month. He
wants first place.
WHERE SHOULD I GIVE MY TITHE?
The Bible is very clear that God expects the tithe to be given back to Him at the place where you worship. In the Old Testament
they brought their tithes to the Temple. In the New Testament the tithe was given at the synagogue or church. While there are
many fine organizations, charities, and ministries, the local church is God’s institution. You may support other ministries with
additional offerings, but gifts given to God as an act of worship at the house of worship are considered tithes.
ISN’T TITHING AN OLD TESTAMENT JEWISH LAW WHICH I CAN IGNORE?
No. That’s just an old excuse with no Biblical basis. God established the principle of tithing 430 years before He gave the Law
to Moses. If tithing were only a Jewish law, why did Abraham tithe 430 years before the law was revealed? Although tithing is
mentioned in the Old Testament law, there is no punishment for not tithing. Can you imagine a law without punishment?
Tithing is a life principle that is to be a voluntary act. J esus commended tithing in the New Testament.

WHAT IF I CAN’T AFFORD TO TITHE?
If you are in debt, you can’t afford not to tithe! You need God’s help to get out of debt. Tithing is part of God’s plan to make
you debt free.
THE REAL ISSUE
Christians repeat nearly every reason ever invented for not tithing. But in every case, an unwillingness to do what God says can
be boiled down to two motives:
Materialistic Values – If you’re more interested in having “things” than pleasing God you won’t tithe. You may store
up treasure on earth, but you won’t store up treasure in heaven.
Unbelief – If you don’t really believe God will keep all of the promises He has made regarding tithing, you won’t do it.
PRAYER
“Father, I know you love me and want what’s best for me. I recognize that all I have, or will ever have, comes from you. I am
more interested in pleasing you than in having more possessions. I want you to have first place in my life and I am willing to
begin tithing as you have instructed. Out of gratitude for all you have done for me, and in expectation that you will continue to
provide for me, I commit myself to returning at least the first 10% of all I earn back to you. Help me to remain faithful to this
commitment. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Prepared with permission from Covenant United Methodist Church, Greenville, NC

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 2018
With the arrival of Hurricane Florence and the subsequent damage, many things changed. Our Garber
OCC Shoe Box campaign was one. But we are going to do what we can with what we have this year!
There are still many children around the world that need to receive a shoe box and the saving message of
Jesus Christ in it!
We will not be putting up the big green shoe box tree in the Atrium, but we do have lots of shoeboxes for
you to conveniently pick up in the Narthex on the Sanctuary side and in the Atrium and Foyer in the
Ministry Center. Please pick up your shoe boxes and get them packed!
We will collect the Garber boxes on Sunday, November 11 — you can bring them to either side of our campus. PLEASE do
not return your boxes early — we still have many hurricane items stored at Garber, as well as pallets for a Backpack Blessings
event, so there is absolutely no storage available! Thank you for your help with this!
Still shopping for your shoe box items? Here are a few suggestions: remember your WOW! item, such as a soccer ball and
pump (deflated), a Barbie doll, or other cool item. Filler items that work nicely are water bottles filled with socks, a t-shirt, or
pencils, Jacks, yoyos, card games, markers, crayons, coloring books, gloves, toboggans, baseball hats — use your imagination!
The children also love to receive handwritten notes, pictures of your family, or a prayer.
Garber will again serve as a collection center for our local area. We anticipate an overall smaller turnout of shoe boxes from
our community — but that’s ok, we have been thru a lot! Our prayer is that folks, including Garber, will do what they can with
what they have. We know that we serve a God who will bless and multiply what we give for His purposes!
Thank you for your continued support and love of our OCC Shoe Box Campaign!
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So What Now?
Our last day of having Eight Days of Hope at Garber Church, serving our community, has now
passed, and we are thankful for their gift of love and their shining presence among us! We miss
them already!
But now we are at a point of figuring out what comes next. Your church Administrative Council
pondered this question at their October 16 meeting. Your generosity has positioned us well to
continue to serve our community and those who have been impacted by the hurricane. Here are a
few of the decisions made by the Council:
1) we will assist with electric bills, rent, deposits, and other needs as they arise; this may
include helping in a very significant way for someone if the opportunity presents itself.
2) we have a wonderful building to offer to work teams that come to the area; we anticipate
that these teams will be small, weekend teams and will not displace our normal classes too much.
3) we will keep the congregation informed of opportunities to go into the community to help
repair and restore homes.
3) we already know that the requests for Christmas giving will be much more significant than
in the past; we will adorn our Annual Giving Tree with LOTS of tags for children who have lost so
much in flooded areas. And we feel like there will be other opportunities to support families at
Christmas, as well, thru out local schools.
In addition, your Garber Mission Committee has met and positioned their 2019 Budget requests to
reflect the need that will continue to reveal itself in our community. They also will be supporting
two of the Eight Days of Hope leaders with missionary support monthly. These men/women in the
EDOH leadership raise their own support thru a missionary agency in order to serve the Lord and
the victims of natural disasters. We are honored to partner with them in this work!
For all the volunteers who have helped so very much in this time of crisis, we express our heartfelt
thanks. Garber folks have washed clothes, baked desserts and side dishes, provided breakfasts
and snacks, helped in the kitchen, and served many, many meals both on our campus and in the River
Bend community. Your generosity and willingness to serve has been both amazing and humbling.
Now we move forward with new hope and much opportunity! The recovery will take many years but
with God’s help, Garber will continue to offer assistance, love, compassion, and the Gospel message
in our community and beyond. Please continue to pray for all affected by the storm and for the
continuing recovery efforts.!
Thank you, Garber Church!
Mary Coleman, Ministries Coordinator

MISSION TRIP TO RUSSIA- May 15-25, 2019
We are at the initial planning stages for our next trip to the Kostroma region of Russia where our
orphan friends eagerly await our next visit.
We are recruiting team members, high school age and older, who have a passion for Missions. The
Russian Ministry is a fabulous ministry that has been bringing the love of Christ into the heart of our
Russian orphans for over 20 years. Please consider this as an invitation to participate in one of
Garber’s missions and forever change your life and the lives of those whom you’ll meet on this
journey.
Please contact Patti Smith: psmith@garberumc.com or call the church office 252-637-4022 and ask for Patti if you want to
talk more about the ministry, requirements of the trip or be considered for the team.
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NOVEMBER MOSAIC NEWS
September and October have been full of unusual events in the aftermath of Hurricane Florence. Our MOSAIC friends, as
well as many others, have volunteered in a variety of ways; making telephone calls to congregants, making desserts, doing
laundry, helping in food preparation, serving volunteers coming from all over the USA and Canada, and helping to greet and
facilitate the overwhelming information coming into the office for the” Eight Days of Hope”. This very Spirit-filled group
has been such a “gift” and presence in our community and church. Thanks to all who have reached out in love to assist us and
them in any way over these past weeks.
On October 1-4, a group of MOSAIC friends embarked upon the most amazing trip sponsored by Christian Tours to the ARK
ENCOUNTER and CREATION MUSEUM. What a joy to sense God in these amazing replicas depicting Old Testament
times. Many other wonderful opportunities and experiences were also had, and I hope that you will hear all about them from
some of the participants.

DATES TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR:
rd

November 3 at 10:00 in the Children’s Hall: Come and hear about the October 2-5 Christian Tours pre-trip to Washington
DC to tour the MUSEUM of the BIBLE and White House Visitor’s Center; to Harrisburg PA to tour Amish Country, eat a
meal in an Amish home and see the Sight-n-Sound production of JESUS.

November 20: join us at 12:00 noon for our annual Thanksgiving Dinner in Morris Hall; turkey, dressing and all the
trimmings. Invite a friend, especially someone who has been displaced from their home and join us for a wonderful time of
fellowship and good food. Entry fee is a $5 donation or $5 gift card for college students.
MOSAIC travelers: If you have not updated your Adult Authorization Participation Health Information form or filled out a
new Waiver form (must be done each year), please do so as soon as possible. Most of you will simply have to initial & date
the Adult Participation form if your personal information has not changed. Anyone traveling on trips must have these forms
on file.
For further information or to make a reservation for an upcoming event,
please contact Sue Webb at 637-4022 or email, swebb@garberumc.com

Grieving?

Know someone who is?
When you are grieving a loved one’s death,
the holidayseason can be especially painful.
Our Surviving the Holidays seminar helps
participants prepare for the holidaysand
even discoverhope for the future.

®

Call today for more information
Contact Christy DelMastro
252-626-4906
schmoozerc@suddenlink.net
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Backpack Blessings Notes. . .
Praise be to God for the work He has done through Backpack Blessings in the
aftermath of Hurricane Florence! Backpack Blessings Inc., which provides weekend
food every Friday for about 880 kids in Craven, Jones, and Pamlico counties, and
summer food boxes for kids and their families, was pressed into service as first
responders after the hurricane hit our area. Thanks be to God that the structure of
purchasing, packing, and delivering food was already in place, so that we could meet
the immediate nutritional needs of our Backpack Blessings families and those who are
experiencing food insecurity for the first time after Florence.
Backpack Blessings packed emergency food boxes, containing cereal, rice, pasta and pasta sauce, ready to eat
canned meals, peanut butter, jelly, bread, canned fruits and vegetables, fresh fruit, milk and many other items to support
the nutritional needs of our families. Backpack Blessings packed:
220 food boxes for the New Bern area schools
70 boxes for Vanceboro area schools
70 boxes for Havelock area schools
50 boxes for Pamlico County Schools
And gave support for Jones County through their Disaster Relief Center which was already established as the pick-up place
for supplemental food.
Although Backpack Blessings operates out of Garber Church, it is a partnership of 20 area churches who join
together to help feed hungry children. What a wonderful thing when God’s people of all denominations come together
to feed God’s children. Blessings abound!

Psalm 96:8 NIV
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into
his courts.
The Garber United Methodist Women invite all women in our church family
to join us in worship and service to the Lord. We are a fellowship of women
who love the Lord and want to serve others in our community.
Our United Methodist Women is organized into Circles:
Fellowship Circle:
Gail Gardner, leader 638-2345 – dggardner@suddenlink.net
Meets first Tuesday of the month. 6:00 - 7:30 pm in Room 223 of the
Garber UMC Ministry Center. The circle is studying “7 Men and the Secret of their Greatness” by Eric Metaxas

Harrison Circle:
Anne Little, leader 638-6906 – alittle9445@earthlink.net
Meets third Thursday of the month. 1 pm in Room 223 of the
Garber UMC Ministry Center. The circle will be reading and discussing the
Book “Doing Good” by Chip Ingram and includes a film study series “Doing Good.”
Joy Circle:
Pam Collier, leader 876-6445 jcpccd@aol.com
Meets the third Monday of each month at 1:30 pm in room 123 of the Garber UMC Ministry Center. The circle will be
studying “Favorite Passages” of the Bible.
This fall the United Methodist Women will be holding a bake sale on Sunday, November 4 to raise money to support missions.
So far in 2018 we have given $8,640.26 to missions such as RCS, Merci Clinic, Crystal Coast Hospice House, Stitches of Love,
Prayer Shawls, American Cancer Society, GARBER Emergency Fund, ASP, Preschool, Haiti Mission, Russia Mission, Africa
Mission, Hemphill Mission, Sound District, Promise Place, Coastal Women’s Shelter, Salvation Army, New Bern Boys & Girls
Club, True Justice International, Interfaith Refuge Ministry and Meals on Wheels. Please join us in our ministry of service.
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GARBER UNITED METHODIST WOMEN BAKE SALE
SUNDAY, November 11th
2 LOCATIONS – Morris Hall Atrium AND Sanctuary Courtyard

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
FAVORITES INCLUDE PASTERIES, QUICHE, BREADS,
And Delicious Chicken & Pasta Casseroles
Also available at the Bake Sale:
Rada Cutlery Quick Mixes give you a head start in making
delicious dips, cheese balls, sweet dips, soups, and no bake
cheesecakes. Also, the marinades and seasonings will make your
grilling even better. Quick, easy and delicious! Rada Cutlery
offers a wide variety of recipe books that are kid-friendly. Our
American made kitchen utensils range from spatulas to
Handi-Stirs to pizza cutters. Non-scratch cooking utensils are
safe for non-stick pans.
The Ice Cream Scoop is a customer favorite!
All funds raised at the UMW Bake Sale go directly to mission!
Thank you for your continued support!
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Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My
Father will honor the one who serves me. John 12:26 (NIV)

Nonprofit Organization
Auto

Return Service Requested

US Postage Paid
New Bern, NC
Permit No 185

Garber United Methodist Church
4201 Country Club Rd
New Bern, NC 28562
Phone: 252-637-4022
Fax: 252-637-7853
www.connect2garber.com

PLACE LABEL HERE
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