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The 

 

Operation Christmas Child Service Opportunity 

Charlotte Distribution Center 

Garber has reserved 12 spots at the Charlotte Distribution Center to serve!  Our 
service time will be 3:00 pm to 10 pm on Thursday, November 30.  We will spend 
the night and then return to New Bern on Dec. 1. 
 

At the Distribution Center, most volunteers go thru the shoe boxes, remove any 
restricted/used items, tape the boxes shut, and re-carton them for oversees       
shipping.  Other volunteers do heavy lifting, others do sitting/sorting jobs (if    
available).  Our work is in a warehouse so it does involve standing on concrete 
floors and cooler temps, but it is so rewarding and fun! 
 

If you are interested in going on this trip or for more information, please contact Mary Coleman at               
mcoleman@garberumc.com ASAP. 

  WE CAN DO IT! 
In 1997 Garber started packing OCC shoe boxes; our goal that 
year was 100.  In 2003 our goal was 200 but we packed 250.  In 

2016 Garber packed 1141 shoe boxes!  God has definitely 
blessed and multiplied this ministry over the years! 

This year our goal is 1200 good quality shoe boxes!  We have 
learned much about what is good quality and many folks shop 
year round to make their boxes special.  Others enjoy shopping 

all at once.  Some people pack boxes in honor of friends for 
Christmas.  So many great ideas have come out of this ministry 

and been shared with others! 

 Let’s take all our great ideas this year and make our boxes 
both great and numerous!  We can do it!  1200!  

1200 
SHOE BOX 

GOAL 

 

Please note: 
 Many, many already packed shoe boxes floated away or were destroyed in Texas during Hurricane Harvey.  
As Texas is one of the largest producing states for OCC, this is a great loss for so many children around the world 
this year.  Samaritan’s Purse has sent out a plea for anyone who is able to pack one extra shoe box, over and beyond 
what you have or were already planning to pack.   
 Remember, the shoe box is a tool in which we open the door to bring the Gospel message to these children, 
who in turn tell it to their friends, family, and school mates — who then tell it to others!  It is a tool of multiplication 
to help take Jesus’ command of the Great Commission to all the corners of the earth. 
 If you can help, thank you!  Please add this concern to your prayer list and pray for the provision of shoe   
boxes from God’s people.   

GARBER SHOE BOXES ARE 
DUE NOVEMBER 1-12 
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Children’s Hope Chest 

Russian Mission Trip April 2-9, 2018 

This team will be in both mission and ministry as they nurture the children in our two 

sponsored orphanages, provide vision examines at both orphanages, and serve similarly at the 

Ministry Center in Kostroma.  Plus much more! 

Team members must be able to pay their airfare ($1000-1200 appx.) and physically be able to 

walk at least a mile, travel on plane, train, and/or bus, and must relate well to children 

and young adults.  You do not have to have any medical/vision experience.  There are some 

scholarship funds available. 

If you feel led by God to serve in this way and are interested in serving with this team, please 

contact Patti Smith at the church office.  Tickets and arrangements must be made in         

November, so prayerfully consider your urgings from God and let us know asap! 

Garber In Mission! 

Garber Church remains in mission to the world all year round!  Hopefully you have received and     
enjoyed reading the publication recently mailed entitled “Why We Do What We Do” and now 
have a more complete understanding of the missions Garber supports. 
 
Upcoming missions on our immediate calendar include: 
 

Alternative Giving:  begins Sunday, November 26 
 This year’s recipients of the funds raised by Alternative Christmas Giving are RCS and Backpack Blessings. 
 

The Giving Tree:  begins Sunday, November 26 
 The Giving Tree will supply gifts for 20 children at each Bangert, J T Barber, and Ben D. Quinn Schools. 
 

Africa Mission Trip:  preparations for April 2018 trip have begun! 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes:  1200 shoe boxes are our goal!  Let’s Go!  Yay God! 

 
What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have  

faith but has not deeds?  Can such faith save him?  Suppose a brother or sister  

is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him,  “Go, I wish you well; 

keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is 

it?  In the same way, faith by itself,  

if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

James 2:14-17 



 

                             
  November 2017 

 

WALK THRU THE BIBLE 

Take a walk, change the world! 
 

Mark your calendar TODAY for an exciting event in the life of Garber Church!  On Saturday morning, 
February 10, we will host a Walk Thru The Bible event in Morris Hall.  The event, God’s Grand Story:  
His Word, Your Life, is designed to teach the Old Testament characters and timeline in a fun and          
innovative way — and you will be able to recite it all in a very short, comprehensive, and memorable 
fashion!  You will leave this seminar with a greater understanding of God’s Word, and a renewed       
commitment to spend time with God and His Word, resulting in a closer walk with the Lord Jesus Christ!   

 

The seminar is led by a Walk Thru national instructor, Terry Seamon, who will be traveling to Garber 
from Concord, NC, where he serves as a Pastor of Mission and Men at West Cabarrus Church.  We are 
excited to welcome Pastor Seamon as our leader! 

 

We will also simultaneously be offering a children’s event that will walk them thru the Old Testament in 
an age-appropriate way.  But be advised — they will learn just as much as we will but in a different   
method!  The children will also have a national presenter, Becky Seamon, wife of the adult presenter.  
Becky and Terry have been presenters with Walk Thru since 2005 and are in high demand as presenters in 
the South East. 

 

Look for more information in upcoming newsletters.  We will be announcing the pricing and selling of 
tickets; this event will be priced so entire families can reasonably attend!  We want to fill both Morris Hall 
and the Children’s Big Room with minds that will be challenged for the Lord! 

 

Begin thinking now about friends and neighbors that you might like to invite!  This is a wonderful       
outreach event!  If you “take a walk,” you truly have the opportunity to “change the world” within your 
reach! 
 

If you would like to serve on the Organizational Committee for this event, please contact Mary       
Coleman at the church office, 637-4022 or mcoleman@garberumc.com.  Thank you for prayerfully 
considering this  opportunity to serve at Garber!   
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We are looking for volunteers to join our sound team!  

No experience necessary, training provided.  

We are planning on various new upgrades to our audio and 
video systems in the next month and now is a great time to 
join our team!  

Contact Matt Johnson for more details or if you have any 
questions—mjohnson@garberumc.com  

new sermon series as we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 

THIS NOVEMBER! 

If you have not completed and turned in your  
2018 Mission and Ministry Budget Pledge Card,  

we invite you to do so at your earliest convenience!  Once we know our expected 
pledge revenue, our staff and committees can begin the business of fine tuning 
our ministry budgets.  Everyone is excited to know the extent to which we can 
support our missionaries, Taylor and Ashley Hemphill.  We are excited to see 
where and how we might expand our ministry into our community to reach the  

unchurched and the under-churched people in our neighborhoods for Christ!  We 
are excited to further our ministry at J. T. Barber School to make His love 
known to these children who so desperately need it!  We are excited to see 

where God will lead us in this year, and how He will multiply our                          
efforts, gifts & tithes given in His name! 

WON’T YOU JOIN US? 
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November MOSAIC News 
 

On October 11, a small group of Garber Seniors assisted our FUEL students after school to make a toy for their OCC project. 
Thank you especially to Cammie Armstrong and the adult FUEL helpers for assisting with this labor of love.  
 

Our MOSAIC October 23rd outreach “Soup and Socks for Seniors” luncheon was a success, with approximately 55 seniors 
attending. Soup, salad, beverages, and dessert were enjoyed by all. Enough soup was made so that we could deliver some to 
our senior shut-ins over the next few weeks. The socks collected will go into a Christmas goodie bag for seniors at NOAH 
(New Bern Older Adult Housing) and to our Garber folks in assisted living and nursing/rehab facilities during the month of 
December.  Our program speaker was Karen Dodd, who has written books about New Bern and also done Quilt Writing. Her 
presentation was very informative and enjoyable. A great BIG “Thank You” to Carole Stokes and all those who helped with 
this MOSAIC event. More and more of you are getting involved in a “mighty way” and because of that, we are able to share 
with and enjoy one other as well as reach out into the community and share God’s love with others. Thank you, thank you, 
and thank you!!! 

 

Mark your calendar for the nest upcoming MOSAIC event: 
 

MOSAIC Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

Garber United Methodist Church Ministry Center 
 

Tuesday, November, 21 at 12:00 noon. 
 

We will enjoy a meal of turkey, all the trimmings and homemade pies. 
As we lift our hearts in praise and thanksgiving for all of our many blessings,  
we will be led by our wonderful Glory Choir and enjoy special music by our  

Minister of Music, Matt Johnson and his wife, Mary Hannah 
  

We give thanks for you and look forward to sharing this meal and time together! 
 

In lieu of a charge for the meal, we are asking that all participants bring a $5.00 gift card or $5 donation, so that we can send 
these in a Christmas gift package to our Garber college students to be used during exam time. Let’s show our support as we 
encourage them in Christ through these small tokens of love. 
 

RSVP to Sue Webb by calling the church office or through email:  637-4022 or swebb@garberumc.com 

GARBER UNITED METHODIST WOMEN BAKE SALE  

 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19th  

2 LOCATIONS – Morris Hall Atrium AND Sanctuary Courtyard 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
  

Pastries, Pecans, Rada Cutlery, and CASSEROLES 

If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in 

need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in 

him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue 

but with actions and in truth.   (1 John 3:17-18) 

 

To all my friends at Garber:  Thank you for your gifts of food and cards and your love, prayers and support to me and 
Mary.  God bless you all.  Trudy Smith, Mary Kirby (mom) and family 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
javascript:%7b%7d
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Garber Mission to Haiti. . . 
Thank you, Garber Church for your amazing support of Garber’s Mission Trip to Haiti in October.  Thanks to 
your support and prayers, we were able to share in the blessings of the St. Joseph family in Port Au Prince and 
Wings of Hope in Jacmel.   While in Haiti, we worshipped with our Haitian brothers and sisters, helped out with 
the kids at Wings of Hope, gave out school supplies to 160 kids at Lecol Sen Trinite, a school for the poorest kids 
in Jacmel, served at the Mother Teresa baby hospital, and even completed a painting project in the hot Haiti sun!  
Here are some reflections from some or our team members. . . 

It was amazing to take part in    
Sunday worship with the mentally 
and physically handicapped kids at 
Wings of Hope.  

We could learn a lot from them 
about feeling the Holy Spirit and 
convening with God no matter how 
we communicate with Him! 

 Jennifer Cooke 

This was my third trip to Haiti 
but by far the most heart-
wrenching of the three.  I 
think it was because on this 
trip I truly tried to see 
through Jesus’ eyes.  I saw so 
many things that broke my 
heart. . . The babies at the 
hospital whose arms and legs 
were the size of a small doll, 
old men rummaging through 
the mounds of trash on the 
side of the road, children, 
women and men bathing in 
the river waters and doing 
laundry and carrying dirty 
water back to their homes.  
But I saw things that made 
my heart smile and I know 
God and the angels were    
smiling too!  How can you 
NOT smile when you           
experience the children at Wings of 
Hope worshipping. . . singing and 
praying and only the Lord knows 
what is being said!  It was an 
amazing trip and one I will hold in 
my heart forever! 
  Jan Hemphill 

To borrow a quote from Martin Luther King, Jr., I have been to 
the mountaintop!  My time in Haiti was all I hoped for.  My 
empty vessel was filled to overflowing! 

 

Carol Crayton 
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I thank God for the opportunity the Wings of Hope 
children have been given to live in such a safe,      
loving and spiritual environment.  The children have 
flourished beyond expectation!  The loving spirit 
shown by the staff is heartwarming 

  

 Joanne Boyle 

As I reflect on my recent trip to Haiti, I realize that I am impacted by so many things in so many ways it’s 
almost impossible to explain.  What I can say is that when I empty myself of me for just a few days, and    
allow God to use me in whatever act of service is needed at the moment—caring for and worshipping with 
the Wings kids, holding and loving on sick babies, passing out school supplies and hugs, painting gates—the 
joy is real.  What a privilege to represent Garber Church in Haiti! 
  Bobbie Hewlette 

Things I have learned in Haiti. . . 

 

God is good!  All the time! 

 

It’s hot in Haiti. . . Even more so 

when you paint outside (!) 

 

I can only be filled with God’s 
love when I empty my “vessel” of 

myself and allow God to fill me. 
 

God is hard at work through the 

St. Joseph’s family. . . We are 
blessed to be in ministry with them! 

 

Haiti is alive with music and art and 

dance! 

 

Music, laughter and smiles are          

universal languages.  God can speak 
through all three! 

 

I am truly thankful for Garber’s        

ministry in Haiti, and for the Garber 
family who loves and supports our    
Haitian brothers and sisters! 

 

Ruth Powers 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 
4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 
Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

  CALLING ALL CHILDREN… 
     Join us as we prepare for this year’s Nativity Play,  

   “The Christmas Star.”   
 

 

Practices will be held in Morris Hall from 5:00 - 6:30.   

              Practice Dates: 

                Wednesday Nov 29 

                   Wednesday Dec 6 

                    Monday Dec 11 Presentation of “The Christmas Star” will follow  
the Garber Family Christmas meal on  

Wednesday, December 13th. 

Dinner will begin at 5:30, play will be preformed at 6:15. 


