
 

                             

The 

 

GARBER IS 60! 
November 8 marks the date that Garber Church turns 60 years old!  Founded in 1959, Garber has a long 

and rich history of loving and serving the Lord in New Bern and around the world.   

With a vision of a new church, 40 folks gathered in the recreation room of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Morris to worship.  
The year was 1959 and the new church was Garber!  Within a few years, the new church was meeting at Pollock 
Funeral home because they had outgrown the Morris home!  In 1961, the Education Building was opened.  What 

is currently our children’s ministry “Big Room” was the worship and fellowship space; there was also a kitchen to 
encourage fellowship meals, and 6 classrooms shared by children, youth, and adults.  In 1971, the Sanctuary was 
completed and the first services were held on Easter Sunday of that year.  By 1973 membership was reported to 
be 309; by 1980 it had grown to 578 and there was need to add a second Sunday morning service.  As growth  

continued, more classrooms were added in the breezeway area.  In 1994 the Conderman Building was constructed 
to house our youth ministry, as well as the newly formed Kingswood After School Ministry.  In 2006 the Ministry 

Center was opened to serve both the exploding church ministries and the needs of the community. 

And so we have grown — year by year, new member by new member!  Today we are blessed to be a multi     
campus church with ministries that stretch across the globe.  As we celebrate our anniversary, we are thankful for 

those who had a vision 60 years ago and we strive to pass that vision and faith on to the next generation! 

The Administrative Council of Garber approved two “Anniversary Projects” for our 60th year.  Be sure to read 
about them inside this publication and learn how we are “reaching out” to carry the faith forward! 

 

Join us on Sunday, November 3, as we celebrate together as ONE church! 
60th Celebration Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. in Morris Hall 

Breakfast at 8:45 a.m. in the Atrium 

What do 
these two 
pictures 
have in  

common? 
Check inside 

for the      
answer! 



 

                             

PROJECT #1:  A NEW CABIN AT CAMP DON LEE 

On Sunday, October 27, Garber Church gathered at Camp Don Lee in Arapahoe, NC to celebrate the breaking of 
ground for a new cabin that we are giving as an extension of our 60th Anniversary.  Fun and games, sailing and     
canoeing, visiting nature, and archery were part of the afternoon.  Camp Director Kate Metts spoke at the ground-
breaking, recalling the history between Garber Church and Camp Don Lee.  Later, we feasted on BBQ and grilled 
chickens, courtesy of Chef Worth Todd and his helpers, Mac King, Bill Boyle, Mike Holton, and Roy Burris.   

We ended the day with worship 
and singing at the edge of the 

Pamlico Sound.  It was an    
amazing day of love and          

fellowship for our church.   

And God provided miraculous 
weather! 

Look for more fun to come at 
Camp Don Lee this spring when 

our cabin is completed! 

Fun Fact #2:  our new  
Garber Cabin will sleep 
20 campers and will 
have a sound side view! 

Fun Fact #1:  We get to name our cabin!  
Send in your ideas! 

Grondbreakers L to R:  Josh McCollum, Rebecca Bailey, Tom Gingrich, Abby 
Simpson, David Banks, Ryan Boyle, Davis Todd, Kate Metts, Dail Ballard 



 

                             

PROJECT #2:  MUTIINI CHURCH IN KENYA 
 Garber is excited to launch a new ministry in Africa at the Mutiini Church!  Our connection has come thru 
the Hemphill family, our missionaries in Kenya.  Taylor Hemphill and John Karanja, pastor of the Mutiini Church,    
became fast friends and love doing ministry together.  Thru this, Garber has been privileged to learn about Pastor 
John and his amazing ministry. 

    John Karanja is the pastor of the Mutiini Church in the IDP Camp (Internally Displaced People) in Maai 
Mahiu, Kenya, which is located in the Rift Valley.  The Lord led John to the IDP Camp in 2007 and as he said, God 
gave him a burden for these people.  He began to preach under the tree each Sunday morning, thus the name Mutiini 
Church came to pass (Mutiini meaning tree in Kikuyu, the tribal language of the people in the camp).  John has 
worked very hard ministering to the people in the camp.  He was able to get a church building built and three years 
ago, he raised money to build a Sunday school building where the children have class.  He also started the feeding 
program in 2012 where the children are given a hard-boiled egg and a banana each Sunday.  If funds permit, they are 
also given porridge.  Most of the children are malnourished and do not get enough protein in their diet.  Food is in 
short supply and the people in the camp also have poor nutrition.  John has dreams of expanding this program to  
include more food for not only the children but also the elderly.   
    Two years ago a door opened for John to attend Moffat Bible School, a school that is staffed by missionaries, 
in Kijabe where he received his degree in Theology.  On October 13th of this year, John received his pastoral              
license (ordained) so that he will be allowed to do more duties at the church.  One of the duties he will now be able 
to perform is baptism.  For this is he very thankful and he asks for continued prayers for himself and the church.     
 Garber’s Kenyan mission team will leave on November 5 for a 10 day trip to work among Pastor John, the 
Hemphill Family, and at the IDP Camp.  They will take with them a check for $7000 to enable an addition to the   
Mutiini Church — a library/classroom.  Pastor John hopes to add more classes for the parents of the children who 
come, as well as provide more books for the children.  The Garber Mission Committee also provided $1400 for a 
Baptismal Pool to be built and $700 for a house to be constructed in the IDP Camp (think tin shed). 
 Please pray for safe travels and amazing ministry for Rick and Jan Hemphill, Theresa Weatherly, and Wally 
Rich, as they journey to Kenya to represent Garber Church and our Lord Jesus!  Thank you, Garber Church, for 
making this trip, as well as these gifts, a reality!  Your generosity is being used by the Lord to continue building his 
Kingdom on Earth! 

Pastor John Karanja 
 at his Ordination 
 earlier this month 

Pastor John at the 
new Baptismal 

Pool construction 
site 

Answer to question on Page 1:  both 
are 60th Anniversary projects! 



 

                             

 

More Fun Pictures from our Camp Don Lee Celebration! 
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