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SUNDAY, MAY 20
10:30 a.m. in MORRIS HALL
PENTECOST SUNDAY ONE SERVICE!
We are excited to gather together for Pentecost, the birthday of the church, to celebrate
worship! Our children will be offering the message thru a play entitled “Soul on Fire!”
See details of the morning below and mark your calendars for this special day!

Our Wednesday night Recharge! kids have been working hard on this year’s
Spring Musical, SOUL ON FIRE!
They will not be fighting fires you can see with your eyes; rather, they’ll be learning to
call on Jesus to ignite a holy fire in each of our souls.
The Recharge! kids will be offering their presentation of this musical
Sunday, May 20th, as a part of our
Pentecost service at 10:30 a.m. in Morris Hall.
The children will also be presenting their musical on Wednesday, May 23rd at
Garber’s End of the Year Cookout for their families, the Garber congregation, and some of
our area nursing homes! The musical and communion service will be integrated into one
service beginning at 5:00 p.m. in Morris Hall. The service will be followed by
hotdogs and hamburgers and ice cream outside!
WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US!!!

Please note:
On Sunday, May 20, we are asking all classes to have an abbreviated Sunday School class,
ending by 10:15, so that everyone might be on time for our ONE service at 10:30! We will need to
end promptly and move quickly to make this happen.
Children grades K-5 not in the play will meet at 9:30 in The Big Room of the Children’s Ed
Building for Bible games and activities; preschool children will be in their normal classrooms. All
children will be considered “red tag” for the morning and will be carried across the street to the
Ministry Center for parent pick-up at 10:15 am.
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Fall Haiti Trip Planned!
Garber friends! Plans are underway for a mission trip
to Haiti in October! For the last two years, Garber has
been blessed to send two mission groups to Haiti per
year, an adult/student trip in the summer and an all
adult trip in the fall. This year’s fall trip is tentatively
scheduled for October 12-17, 2018; there are 10 slots
budgeted for this trip.
The specific mission of this trip is to take school
supplies and distribute them to the Trinity School, a school for the poorest children of Jacmel Haiti, but while
we are there we will enjoy relationships with the St. Joseph’s family, sharing playtime, fellowship and worship
with the kids at Wings of Hope, serving in a Mother Teresa Hospital, and living in communion with our
brothers and sisters in Christ! For all who have been to Haiti, it is a rich and profoundly life-altering
experience, one which leaves us changed and more in-touch with the God!
If you feel God calling you to Haiti, applications and necessary forms are available in the church office! Just
drop by the church office to pick up your packet. Applications will be due by May 27! If you have any
questions about this trip, please contact Ruth Powers (671-0280) or Tom Gingrich (671-4640)!

GriefShare starting in late May
GriefShare provides help and encouragement after the death of a loved one. We know it
hurts, and we want to help. Sessions meet weekly for 13 weeks beginning Wed, May 30
from 10am - 12pm; offering support and help while you are on your journey through grief.
Classes are not limited in size, and one can join at any point during the 13 weeks. Please
contact Christy DelMastro if you would like more information and/or will be attending so
materials are available for everyone: 252-638-4165 or e-mail schmoozerc@suddenlink.net

She Reads Truth Summer Bible Study
We are excited to once again offer a ladies bible study for the summer! The
study will be 1 and 2 Corinthians from the She Reads Truth collection and
will be led by Allison McCollum. The class will meet on Wednesday
evenings from 6:00—7:00 in the Ministry Center in Room 222, beginning
June 20 thru August 1, excluding July 4. Nursery will be available, if
needed.
If you are interested in joining this great study, please contact Allison at
allison.mccollum@gmail.com or call the church office at 637-4022.
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MOSAIC NEWS
Oh what a grand time the MOSAIC group had at the Rocky Hock Playhouse in Edenton! The buffet luncheon was
very enjoyable and the Performance of “OUR RISEN SAVIOR” highlighted the celebration of Easter all over again!
Thank you to Andy Gower and Ruth Tucker, our bus drivers for getting us there and back safely. Please be sure to
put our next event on your calendar. Come and join in the fun that this fabulous group of Christians will be having
in May.

May 22, Bird Sanctuary, Scotland Neck

We will depart from the church around 8:00, start our guided tour at 10:00 am, and then stop for lunch at
La Casetta Italian Restaurant before returning back to Garber church. The cost will be $15.00 for ticket and guided
tour plus lunch; salads, sandwiches, and Italian dishes in the $8-$12.00 range. $15.00 is due with reservation.
(Please make your reservations by Thursday, May 10 if you wish to participate.)
Contact Sue Webb, Senior Ministries Coordinator by calling the church office at 252-637-4022 or by emailing
swebb@garberumc.com

Reminder: There are a few more slots for our October 1-4, 2018 trip, Ark Encounter, and Creation
Museum in Kentucky sponsored by Christian Tours. Contact Sue Webb if you are interested.

Will You Say Yes?
2000 years ago, Jesus said “Follow me”, and the fishermen dropped their nets and became his disciples. They said yes. Today,
Jesus still says “Follow me”. Do we say yes?
Two years ago, 7 women came together in a Covenant Discipleship (CD) group to assist each other in our daily walk with
Christ. A year ago our group split into two new groups, each with 8 women. Why a group? Although each of us is very
active in church, and considers herself to be a disciple of Christ, something was missing. That something was mutual support
and accountability. That something is called Covenant Discipleship.
Covenant Discipleship was been a game-changer for me. I view my life as a daily gift from God who directs me in my actions.
I am more open, more intentional to listening and acting on His will for me. Hear what some of the women say about CD:
I call Covenant Discipleship my "spiritual support group".
Covenant Discipleship has become a very important part of my life. CD is helping me to work at becoming the
person God intended me to be from the beginning.
Being part of the Covenant group has made me more aware of what I need to be doing to become a disciple of
Christ. Having made these covenants in our group has helped me be more "accountable" in my daily life and
strengthened my faith.
CD has offered me loving accountability and an intention to create Holy habits!
Becoming a more disciplined disciple has been a wonderful gift of grace!
CD has changed my reluctance to say yes to a joy that shouts YES!
Like the first disciples, many of these women said Yes! to CD before they ever understood what their Yes! meant. We are
friends in faith who hold each other accountable in our daily walk to follow Christ’s teaching in compassion and justice and to
deepen our worship and devotion experience. We meet in our small groups for one hour each week to share our progress, as
well as our stumbling blocks, in our daily discipleship. (continued on page 4)
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Russia Mission Trip Report
The Russia Mission team was sent this year with the focus on service to perform eye exams and provide glasses to the
children and staff in the orphanages at Makariev and Kovalyovo and to the patrons, staff and community using the Ministry
Center in Kostroma. Garber has had an ongoing relationship in Russia since 2004 and have sent 21 mission teams over the
years. Our team this year consisted of Dr. Shawn Doty, Lee Miller, Jared Izzo, Rebecca Owens, and Evan Best; all who have
been to Russia at least once before.
With our primary purpose of eye exams, our team was able to examine about 200 people, and Dr. Shawn Doty wrote
106 prescriptions for glasses for people ranging in age from 10 months to 78 years old. Dr. Doty was able to get the
assistance of several frame providers and lens labs to donate frames and lenses. The glasses will be made and initially sent to
Children’s Hope Chest in Colorado Springs, then carried by another US mission team to Russia in June. Additionally, we
took about 250 pounds of clothing for the children and young mothers that are served by the Ministry Center.
Our trip coincided with the Russian Orthodox Church Holy Week and Easter and we were invited to attend the Easter
Service at the Kovalyovo Orphanage Orthodox Chapel. The service started at 11:00pm Saturday night and concluded about
3:00am Sunday morning. It is tradition to stand throughout the service as there are no pews or chairs. The treat at the end of
Lent and Holy Week for all the children is the special Easter cakes and food following the Lent fasting.
Throughout the week, the team
read excerpts from Max Lucado’s The Last
Week of Jesus, which was discussed as it
pertained to their daily schedule. Each
team member also kept a personal journal
where they recorded their spiritual journey
while in Russia.
Garber looks forward to returning
to Russia in 2019 to continue fostering
relationships and sharing God’s Love with
all we meet each year.

Will You Say “Yes?” (article continued from page 3)

In the words of the Guide for Covenant Discipleship Groups, by Gayle Turner Watson, we “help one another become
better disciples of Jesus Christ by watching over one another in love.”
Covenant Discipleship is based on John Wesley’s General Rule of Discipleship: “To witness to Jesus Christ in the world,
and to follow his teachings through acts of compassion, justice, worship and devotion, under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.” We will explore what CD is – and is not – in next month’s newsletter.
2000 years ago, the first disciples were men; currently our two CD groups number 8 women each. In September, with
Pastor Banks’ blessing, we propose to expand the number of small groups to include women or men. Stay tuned for more
information, and for an invitation. When one of us asks you to become part of a CD group, will you say “Yes!”?
Marty Power
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Africa Mission Trip Report
Garber’s first trip to Africa was a huge success! All of our hearts were touched and changed by the sights and
sounds of Africa.
Our first glimpse into life in Uganda was the trip from Entebbe to Jinja, which took us through the heart of
Kampala, the capital. It is approximately 60 miles but took us around 6 hours to make the trip. Our eyes were
opened as we saw people and more people going about their daily lives.
On Thursday we took part in the Sole Hope Clinic. We traveled to a school where we participated in the
clinic to remove jiggers from the feet of the children. Several of us washed feet (see picture below) and the others
were recorders. Words cannot describe what we saw and felt. One little boy had 56 jiggers removed from his feet.
We served on Friday at the Sole Hope Outreach House where the worst jigger cases are brought. There are
children and adults staying there who need to be treated and educated about jiggers so they can go back and live
productive lives. One patient, an 80 year old lady, had over 500 jiggers removed from her feet and hands. She
could barely walk when she came to the Outreach House. Now she is standing, taking small steps, and we even
saw her dancing to the music. At the Outreach House, we shared the story of Noah’s Ark and everyone (boys,
men, girls and women) made a rainbow of his or her own. We also gave them dolls and pillows that the wonderful
ladies from Stitches of Love sent with us.
Saturday brought another adventure. We traveled with Dickson Nabiru from Arise Talents first to his
compound and then to the village where he is working with a school to provide education for some of the poorest
children in this village. Dickson is a remarkable young man. He has dedicated his life to serving children. He has
taken in 9 young boys and girls to his compound and is teaching them to paint so they will have a trade to make
money. You will hear more about this ministry from us at a later time.
Sunday was a blessed day, indeed! We worshipped at Arise Africa Church where the minister was actually
from Raleigh……small world! The worship service was wonderful but the afternoon is when we were filled with
blessings! We had a party at the Obwaagazi Academy for the children that attend the school and their parents.
This school serves children with disabilities (some very severe); these children are not allowed to attend school
and in fact are pretty much discarded. There are 39 students at this time but they have plans to expand the school
to include 30 more. When asked about needs for the families of Obwaagazi, the director did not hesitate to tell us
that it would be a blessing to purchase mattresses for each student because currently they sleep on dirt floors.
Garber responded and 39 mattresses were purchased and given to these families at the party! We also presented
each student with a tote bag containing a towel, washcloth, toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, a t-shirt, a Bible, and a
pair of flip flops. The girls were given dolls and the boys were given fish pillows; the totes and dolls/pillows were
made by Garber’s Stitches of Love ladies! See pictures below. I cannot express to you what we experienced! The
ladies (moms) began to chant and sing and when asked what they were saying, Kristina said they were saying “
Our God is able!!!!!” The most memorable moment of the afternoon was watching these moms carry the
mattresses home. Our hearts were changed forever! Thank you, Garber, for sending us to share God’s love!
Jan Hemphill, Trip Leader
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Dear Garber Family, thank you so much for the love and kindness shown to Kim and I
during her illness and after her death. Your support has been tremendous, and all of us
in Kim’s family are very grateful. Allen Hardison
To my friends at Garber: Thank you for your cards, gifts of food, phone calls and most
of all your prayers since my unfortunate fall. I am humbled and grateful for all your
support. The surgery was successful, and I am healing with limited mobility. I feel God
led me to be part of this dedicated Christian community. In His love, Betty Weber
We appreciate so much all the cards, phone calls, prayers, and visits during Zack’s illness
and passing. We felt the many prayers for us and our family. The Zack Taylor Family

Stephen Ministry by the Numbers
Did you know?
Since Stephen Ministry was founded in 1975:
 More than 12,000 congregations have enrolled in the Stephen Ministry Series.
 More than 70,000 pastors and lay leaders from these congregations have been equipped at Leadership Training Courses.
 More than 600,000 laypeople have received Stephen Ministry training.
 More than 1.5 million people have received a Stephen Minister to walk with them providing one-to-one Christian care during
rough times.
Stephen Ministry is global:
 31 countries, including the United States and Canada, have Chr istian chur ches that offer Stephen Ministr y.
Stephen Ministry is local:
 Garber Church has provided more than 25 years of compassionate Christian care.
 Garber has 20 active Stephen Ministers with 3 more in training.
 In 2017, 21 caring relationships were successfully completed, representing 1,200 contacts and 411 hours of caring
relationships.
As impressive as these numbers are, the most important numbers are represented in the Stephen Ministry
logo
 Currently there are more than 25 active 3 – the circle representing our triune God – Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.
 2 – 1 Care Receiver (the broken person) being helped by 1 Stephen Minister.
 1 – the cross of Christ where healing takes place.

Kingswood notes. . .
Things are winding down in the Kingswood After School program! Our days have been very busy
working hard on our homework, learning multiplication facts, reading, reading, reading and just
enjoying the relationship between Kingswood Kids and their volunteers that happens every day in our
after-school program!
We had a great time at our annual Easter Egg Hunt at the beautiful home of Lynn Cayton,
we’re preparing to be in the Children’s Musical “Soul on Fire” with Mrs. Laura and Mr. Matt, we’ve
made special Bible verse flowers to share with our shut ins, we’re rearing
some painted lady butterflies, and preparing to replant our Kingswood
garden which is planted each year in memory of our faithful Kingswood
volunteers who have gone on to be with Jesus.
Kingswood 5th grade “graduation” and end of the year celebration will be Tuesday, May
15, and our last day will be Thursday, May 17. So thankful for the blessings of Kingswood . . .
and for all of the Garber family who give so much of their time and resources to make the kids
feel so loved!
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Nobody knows everything that happens in and through Garber United Methodist
Church, nobody – not David or Matthew, not Mary, and not even Beth. Recently,
we shared in a funeral and reception, a banquet for 150 young ladies, high
school FUEL, and a mission team meeting contemporaneous with one another
on a Sunday afternoon. On a Monday morning, 5 different study and
accountability groups meet as does the Garber Preschool along with lots of
coming and going to and from the office. Life in and through Garber Church is
complex. No one knows everything.
Since no one knows everything, there are a few “happenings” you may like to know:
Since its origin nearly 60 years ago, Garber Church has desired to be engaged in the larger community for good and for
blessing. This desire led us into the Kingswood Ministry and a partnership with the A. H. Bangert Elemertary School. It is our
joy to welcome the Bangert family for Grandparents’ Day and for their annual talent show. Engagement with the community
led us to develop our 1080 Ministry with the J. T. Barber Elementary School and to open our doors as polling place for voting
in Trent Woods.
In this spirit, your Church Council has chosen to participate financially in the Better Together campaign for the new SECU
Comprehensive Cancer Center which is being constructed as part of the CarolinaEast Health System. We understand how
pervasive cancer is, how important excellent treatment is, and how much preferred it is to be close to home! In its design, the
Cancer Center has its Chapel at the heart understanding how important the spiritual life is to cancer care. Many churches
have a ministry presence in our hospital, and complete care includes both body and soul. All or most of our area churches
have been invited to share in this campaign. Our Council has donated $10,000 this year.
Also for your information, a few of you have asked about our sister congregation in Christ, the Faith United Methodist Church.
Until the end of June, one of our Garber Church members, David Youngs, is filling the Faith Church pulpit. To help him
succeed and to help our fellow Christians, on the second Sunday of the month, either Matthew Atha or I (David Banks) serve
communion. Matthew was officiant for March; David for April; Matthew will again serve in May; and David will serve in June.
At the present time, there is no commitment for this assistance beyond the end of June. Please pray for David Youngs in this
unique and important role. Please pray, also, for our sisters and brothers of Faith Church.
The Church Council is also seeking to be well informed regarding concerns and activities in the larger United Methodist
Church. The United Methodist Church General Conference established the Commission on the Way Forward during the 2016
General Conference. A called session of the General Conference is scheduled for February, 2019 and the next regular
session is Spring, 2020. The February, 2019 session will seek to address the United Methodist Church’s beliefs, teaching,
and practices around human sexuality with specific consideration of the practice of homosexuality. Presently, there is little
certainty about the direction this will take and its impact upon local churches and annual conferences. Again, we invite your
prayers for those who lead us in Christ both locally as our Council and internationally as the General Conference.
In a final matter, your Church Council has received a report from a Vision Committee. We are grateful for all the resources
God has given us for ministry. With resources come a necessary stewardship. In the care of the properties entrusted to us,
we foresee major work to address roof structure repair, disability access, and ministry needs on the sanctuary side campus.
This must fit the church’s vision for Christian ministry and our prior fiscal commitments. We praise God for our members’
generosity that is helping us reduce our debt and expand our ministry in the name of Christ. The sanctuary campus houses
our Preschool and other children’s ministries. Two of our Sunday worship services are in the sanctuary as is the midweek
communion service. The south campus hosts the Columbarium among our sacred spaces. The Council anticipates the
eventual formation of a building committee to guide us further in our planning and implementation.
Although the Church Council has other routine matters before them, it is prudent that you be aware of these I’ve described.
Your Church Council is prayerful and discerning in its work. For this we thank God. Please pray for the Council and for all
who serve in leadership among us.

We are in need of an usher coordinator to create the monthly schedule for our
8:00am Sunday worship service. (You do not have the attend the 8am service
in order to serve.) If you are interested, please contact the church office;
637-4022 or bhicks@garberumc.com
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GARBER UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
BAKE SALE
SUNDAY, MAY 6TH
2 LOCATIONS – Morris Hall Atrium AND Sanctuary Courtyard

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
FAVORITES INCLUDE PASTERIES, QUICHE, AND BREADS
Rada Cutlery Quick Mixes give you a head start in making delicious dips,
cheese balls, sweet dips, soups, and no bake cheesecakes. Also the marinades
and seasonings will make your grilling even better. Quick, easy and delicious!
Rada Cutlery offers a wide variety of recipe books that are kid-friendly. Our
American made kitchen utensils range from spatulas to Handi-Stirs to pizza
cutters. Non-scratch cooking utensils are safe for non-stick pans. The Ice Cream
Scoop is a customer favorite!
But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works,
and I will show you my faith by my works. James 2:18

Registration is now open for Kids in Christ Summer Preschool Camp and
2018 Vacation Bible School and Adventure Camp.
Forms for all children’s Summer programming can be found
online at www.connect2garber.com, in the church office, or the children’s
ministry education building.
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