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The 

 

BURN 24/7 
Saturday March 21st:  1 - 9pm in Morris Hall 

 

Come Join us Saturday March 21st for a time of praise and adoration as we seek the Lord . 

Drop by at any time and stay as long as you want, this will be a time of seeking the Lord’s 

presence and purposes for our church and community as we pray for revival and awakening. 

Featuring many area musicians and full-bands throughout most of the day.  
 

Worshipers arise! 

IN LENT, 2020 
 
Into what form or image are you being shaped?  Everyday, every hour, our lives are being influenced.  Pressures, good and 
bad, are exerted upon us so that our lives are becoming like something.  So we ask, into what are we being shaped?  Into what 
shape are we becoming? 
 
Perfect love has been the goal described by Methodists for over two centuries.  John writes, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another.  No one has beheld God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is 
perfected in us.”  (1 John 4:11, 12) This and several other passages led John Wesley to expect of every Methodist a life of 
growing love.  He challenged each individually and all corporately to seek and to intend to be perfect in love. 
 
Some recoiled.  “No one can be perfect,” they said. Others insisted that perfection was not to be expected in this life, but in the 
life to come.  The accusations against the Methodists were at time strident and vitriolic.  “Who do they think they are thinking 
people can love perfectly!” 
 
Still Wesley and his preachers insisted that God would not have commanded through his Word what he was unwilling to give 
through his grace. Citing Matthew 5:48, he could declare, “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect,”  
 
Perfection, Wesley insisted, does not mean that one is delivered from the frailties of being human.  Neither is one rendered 
incapable of sinning in this life, nor is he delivered from being tempted.  Perfection means that by the grace of God working in 
the human heart one can come to a place wherein his or her heart fully loves God and fully loves one’s neighbor.  One can 
come to a place wherein as far as one can know one’s own heart, he or she is seeking God without reserve and not seeking any 
sin. 
 
When one is in this spiritual place, one has been formed in Christlikeness.  One has begun to think with the mind of Christ.  
For Wesley, both of these descriptions were nearly synonymous with perfection. 
 
Seeking such a character brings corresponding choices.  We are shaped by what we talk about, by what we meditate upon, by 
what captures our minds, and by that upon which our mind spends its time.  We should be shaped by the Holy Spirit through 
God’s Word.  We, therefore, must be attentive to what our minds dwell upon (Philippians 4:8).  We also seek to set our mind 
on the Spirit and not upon the flesh (Romans 8:5-8).  As the mind is renewed we   
experience freedom from many offensive behaviors, and our life takes on a new   
character fashioned after the image of God. (Ephesians 4:22-24) 
 
Into what are you being formed?  Into what are you intending to be formed? Into 
what are you seeking to form your children?  Ever since Jesus spoke Matthew 5:48, 
and ever since John Wesley took those words seriously, Methodist Christians are 
seeking to be formed in perfect love.  Jesus said, “Be perfect as your Father in     
heaven is perfect.” 
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Have you thought about serving on a Sunday morning and wondering how God can 
use you in worship?   Garber is blessed to have many people who serve regularly as 
worship servants on our altar guild, communion stewards, ushers, lay readers,        
acolytes, crucifers, sound team and creative arts team. If you’re someone who 
doesn’t feel at home in a choir, these are a few of other opportunities available to 

serve on a Sunday, seen and unseen. Let us help you find a place to serve.  

If you are seeking to serve God through song and praise, we have several ensembles that you would be         
welcome to join. Our ensembles include Kids’ Music (grades 3-5), Youth Music and Youth Bells 
(grades 6-12), Glory Choir and Chancel Choir (adults), Adult Bells and Praise Team. We would 
love to have you join us in the capacity you feel God is leading you to serve! Training is        
available in all areas of worship. 

“Obey the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart. Remember the great things he has 
done for you.”  (1 Samuel 12:24) 

For more information, please contact Amanda Kennedy (252) 671-2116 or akennedy@garberumc.com  

One of my favorite stories in the OT is found in 2 Chronicles 20. The people of Judah were in grave danger, with three armies 
bearing down upon them. Recognizing their eminent need, King Jehoshaphat (you know, "Jumpin' Jehoshaphats!"... that guy) 
gathers His people together for a time of prayer, seeking the presence and intervention of the Most High. Jehoshaphat lifts up a 
powerful prayer, in which He cries out: "We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you."  2 Chronicles 20:12 
 

As the worshippers contended, the Spirit descended upon one of the worship leaders, who in turn delivers the message for the 
people not to fear - "You will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold your position, and see the salvation of the Lord on 
your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.' Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed. Tomorrow go out against them, and the Lord 
will be with you." (v17) 
 

The people responded by falling on their faces in worship, then the musicians stood and lifted up loud praise.  When morning 
came, they set out towards the battle, while the king "appointed those who were to sing to the Lord and praise him in holy attire, 
as they went before the army, and say, "Give thanks to the Lord , for his steadfast love endures forever." (v21) 
 

Scripture says "And when they began to sing and praise, the Lord set an ambush against the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount 
Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were routed." (v22) When Judah arrived at the scene of the battle, the enemy 
armies had been completely destroyed! 
 

There are so many great take-aways for us to consider from this chapter in the history of God's people.  
 

In their time of dire need, their response was to gather for worship, to seek the Lord 
   What is our first reaction when trouble is before us, to plan or to pray? To start the list or to seek the Lord? 
 

The Lord will fight our battles, we need only be still… (Exodus 14:14) 
   How often has God handled our problems better than we could?  
       Can we be brave enough to trust that He can handle       whatever we face? 
 

The people trusted in the Lord and were obedient, marching into a seemingly impossible battle 
   Can we trust the word of the Lord and follow His leading, even when we seem surrounded on all sides,  
        even when it's counterintuitive, even when the odds seem to be against us?  
 

Faith in their God meant that they went into battle with a song on their lips 
   What is our battle-cry in this season? Is it the dirge of negativity and hopelessness, a march of begrudging obedience, or a 

fanfare declaring the Lord's goodness and providence? 
 

Their response to impending doom: worship. The Lord answered them as they gathered to: worship. Their response to God's 
promise: worship. The catalyst for the Lord's movement and deliverance: worship.  

   What is your expectation when we worship together, a great experience or the movement of the Living God?  
 

Fear of an unknown future can be crippling and can become unbearable the longer that you live in the unknown. Thankfully, 
our God holds that unknown future in His hands. Whatever difficulties may lie before us in the upcoming months, may we     
approach it as those who have confidence in the Lord, mighty in battle and sovereign over all creation. And may we be an      
expectant people, continually seeking His face in worship, spending more time on our face in prayer and on our feet in praise.  
 

 

Matt Johnson 
“From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of your enemies,  

to silence the foe and the avenger” – Psalm 8:2 

mailto:akennedy@garberumc.com
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Join us on Wednesday Nights  
for Session 4 of Recharge!  

 

(Garber’s Wednesday Night Programming for Children) 

 
Wednesday Nights, March 4th - April 1st 

5:00—7:00 p.m. 
 

For those joining for the first time, registration forms can 
be found on our website, www.connect2garber.com! 

 
We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday Nights!!! 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

HAPPENINGS 

Recharge! 

NEWS from Children’s Ministry 
Our Kids In Christ children’s ministry is off to a great 2020!  

We continue to see many children throughout the week...be it at 

Sunday School, Wednesday night Recharge!, Kids Choir and Bells and 

Children’s Church.  Our Garber kids are spending time learning 

about the love of Christ and building relationships with the Lord, 

their peers, and the wonderful volunteers in Children’s Ministry.   

We love seeing the kids each week and watching them grow! 
 

As we begin the month of March, we know many of you begin looking 

at the numerous ways you will fill up your summer calendar with 

camps, family vacations, days at the beach, and other activities.  

The kids are going to be out of school, out of routines, and excited 

for long, warm summer days! 
 

As you make your summer plans, we hope you will join us here at 

Garber for the many opportunities we have for the children to 

grow in their love and relationship with God!   
 

SAVE THE DATE for VBS, Adventure Camp, and Preschool Summer 

Camp!  More information on these different activities along with 

registration forms will be available in the coming months! 
 

There is still lots left of our school year...Sunday school, Children’s 

Church, Session 4 Recharge!, and Kids Choir and Bells!  
   

Come join the fun at Garber and see all the Lord has in store!  

VBS 2020 
Welcome to Wilderness Escape! 

An exciting journey with God’s people, the  

Israelites, that brings God’s Word to life for kids!   
 

What will we do at VBS... 

Caravan with Moses and the Israelites  

as they Escape Egypt.   
 

Discover the truth straight from Moses - one of      

history’s greatest God followers. 
 

See, hear, touch, and even taste what it might have 

been like to live in the Bible-time wilderness! 
 

 

 

       Save the Date! 

    June 22nd—26th 

  9:00 am - 12:00 noon 

Calling all PRESCHOOLERS!   
Join us this summer as we explore God’s love for US! 

 

July 13th - 16th 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

 

June 22nd—26th  

Rising 5th and 6th Graders 
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Garber Camp Don Lee Cabin 
The Garber Cabin at Camp Don Lee, which was donated as part of our 60th Anniversary mission project, is well on it’s 
way to completion.  Below are a few pictures of the progress being made!  We are hopeful of a Spring completion and 
another gathering at Don Lee to celebrate and name our cabin! 
If you have great ideas for a name for our cabin, please email it to Mary Coleman at mcoleman@garberumc.com.  

 

Foundation being finished on 2/4 

Framing going up on 2/13 

Dried in on 2/24! 
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MOSAIC NEWS 
 

Our February Birthday Celebration and Fun Night was enjoyed by approximately 65 Garber       

Seniors. Food, fun, and fellowship for former and new participants seemed to inspire our hearts and 

lift our spirits. Carole Stokes and other Senior Advisory Team members, as well as members at 

large, helped to create an atmosphere of genuine celebration and festivity. We learned a lot about 

our birthday months and our members through engaging table and group activities. A BIG Thank 

You to all who participated and assisted in making the night a success! 
 

ON March 13, our MOSAIC group will travel to Durham for the DPAC performance of 

“Les Miserable”.  Since we will be taking three Church Vehicles and in order to miss the 

heavy 5:00 traffic, we plan to leave the church parking lot around 2:00 pm on that Fri-

day. We will stop for supper around 4:45 at the Cracker Barrel near the airport off US 

70.  After supper, we will travel on towards Durham to be there when the doors open at 

7:00, find parking and get in our seats by 7:30. The performance starts at 8:00.pm. We will be returning to 

New Bern after the performance.  
 

Our April MOSAIC event will also be one you will want to consider. We hope to be traveling to Wilmington for a 

day trip. There will be more information coming out on that via email and flyers throughout the church as well 

as in the church bulletin. Please be sure that if you are interested in joining one of our events, call the church 

office or email Sue Webb, Senior Ministries Coordinator at swebb@garberumc.com. 

Please welcome your new librarian and let her know that you look forward to her 
influence on our library.  With her extensive library experience she is a genuine 
asset to our knowledge and reading enjoyment.  She is Cathy Campbell, recently 
retired from Craven Community College as their librarian.  Coleen Brock 

The Garber United Methodist Women want to thank our amazing congregation for supporting our 
fundraising efforts; our bake sales, Rada products, and pecan sales.  Because of your generosity we 
were able to support the following programs:  ASP, Garber Preschool, Haiti Mission, Russia Mission, 
Africa  Mission, Stitches of Love, Salvation Army, The Filling Station in Pollocksville, RCS, and   
Merci Clinic.  We recently disbursed a total of $5,500.  We are blessed to be a part of this fellowship 
of love.   
 

2 Corinthians 9:7 New International Version (NIV)7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.. 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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To those who donated anonymously:  We are sorry this thank you comes so late, but we wanted to be able to tell you how the 
soccer scholarship set up on Bo’s memory, with the Coastal United Soccer Association, was used this past fall.  Bo was       
always very competitive, so the funds were directed to youth who are involved in the competitive Classic travel teams as these 
also have the highest fees.  About $8,000 was raised in Bo’s memory, and this fall $1,000 was used to support a U11 girl and 
a U15 boy whose family could not afford these fees.  Bo would be very pleased that these two young soccer players received 
the financial help they needed, and that others will receive this benefit in future years.  
 

Thanks again for your donation,  The Huryn family   

Garber church reaches far and wide!  We received the following email and had a good “wow” moment: 
 

Good morning! Have you ever had that surprise pen in your purse?  I seriously have no idea how one of your pens ended up with me. I was 
on a carnival cruise a few weeks ago, that's my only thought. Anyway have a blessed day. And thanks for the pen. God bless clear from 
Iowa!  

We have received the following emails from the two “Eight Days of Hope” missionaries that Garber supports: 

Dear Pastor Banks and Garber Family, 

Thank you so much for the support of our family.  Jill and myself are so grateful!  2020 is off to a great start and I hadn't been 
able to get out thank you letters and our newsletters as normal, so I wanted to make sure to reach out.  It’s great to have your 

support as we share the love of Jesus with those in need.  Thank you and God Bless! 

Respectfully, 

James Roberson  

516 Project—Founder 

Global Outreach—Missionary 

Eight Days of Hope—Disaster Response Manager 

 

Upon learning of our continued support for 2020: 

Dear Mary, 

Thank you so much for you continued support.  Your partnership is so encouraging to Nikki and myself.  

Chris Chiles 

Eight Days of Hope—Rapid Response Manager 

We have received the below thank you from Ms. Mary Gillis and her daughter, Brenda Spicer.  Both Ms. Mary and Brenda 
served for many years on our nursery staff at Garber.  Their home was completely destroyed in Hurricane Florence.  Your      
faithful giving allowed Garber to come along side of them to help financially and with donated furniture as they worked to secure 

a new home.  They have finally, in January, moved into their new home!   
 

We are thankful!  We are grateful!  We are blessed!  Thanks for all you do.  May God continue to bless you all.  My thoughts and 

prayers.  Sincerely, Miss Mary 
 

Thanks so very much for your thoughtfulness, kindness, and love to us!  We will never forget you!  You have showed us the face 

of Jesus!  Love, Brenda Spicer 
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March always includes St. Patrick’s Day. Considering what God had done, as we pray, to “deliver us from evil,” I thought this 
prayer may be helpful.  In our church and society, some are afraid. As I write, the Coronavirus fills the news. The political       
discord has unsettled many.  With purpose, I recently remembered an ancient prayer.  Prayer is linked with putting “on the whole 
armor of God,” (Eph. 6:10-17), and I remembered St. Patrick’s Breastplate Prayer (also called The Shield of St. Patrick).   
 

Some would say that Patrick (c. 390 - c. 460) had reason to be afraid.  Ireland was pagan; that is, Ireland was dominated by a 
very powerful Druid religion and priesthood. His own Confession speaks, in addition to numerous plots, of a dozen specific     
attempts to take his life because he sought to bring the Gospel to the Island where he was previously enslaved.  With regard to the 
threat, he wrote, “In the light, therefore, of our faith in the Trinity I must make this choice, regardless of danger I must make 
known the gift of God and everlasting consolation.  Without fear, and frankly I must spread everywhere the name of God so that 
after my decease I may leave a bequest to my brethren and sons whom I have baptized in the Lord – so many thousands of       
people.”  (Confession, www.ccel.org/p/patrick/confession/confession.html) 
 

Having so many dangers, St. Patrick prayed for the protection of God upon his life.  He wrote, “Daily I expect murder, fraud, or 
captivity, or whatever it may be; but I fear none of these things because of the promises of heaven. I have cast myself into the 
hands of God Almighty, who rules everywhere, as the prophet says: Cast thy thought upon God, and He shall sustain thee. So, 
now I commend my soul to my faithful God. . . .” (Confession)  
 

The Breastplate Prayer is a helpful guide for prayer in troubling times.  You will recognize a portion as familiar.  This is a   
shortened edition of Cecil Alexander’s 9 verse hymn which paraphrased the original into English verse.  May the Lord give you 
comfort and courage. 
 

The Shield of St. Patrick 

Paraphrased by Cecil Frances Alexander 
 

I bind unto myself today the strong name of the Trinity, 

by invocation of the same, the Three in One, the One in Three. 
 

I bind this day to me forever by power of faith Christ's incarnation, 

his baptism in the Jordan River, his death on the cross for my salvation; 

his bursting from the spiced tomb, his riding up the heavenly way, 

his coming at the day of doom I bind unto myself today. 
 

I bind unto myself today the power of God to hold and lead, 

his eye to watch, his might to stay, his ear to harken to my need, 

the wisdom of my God to teach, his hand to guide, his shield to ward, 

the Word of God to give me speech, his heavenly host to be my guard. 
 

Against the demon snares of sin, The vice that gives temptation force, 

The natural lusts that war within, The hostile men that mar my course; 

Or few or many, far or nigh, In every place and in all hours, 

Against their fierce hostility, I bind to me these holy powers. 
 

Against all Satan's spells and wiles, Against false words of heresy, 

Against the knowledge that defiles, Against the heart's idolatry, 

Against the wizard's evil craft, Against the death wound and the burning, 

The choking wave, the poisoned shaft, Protect me, Christ, till Thy returning. 
 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me; Christ to comfort and restore me; 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 
 

I bind unto myself the name, the strong name of the Trinity, 

by invocation of the same, the Three in One, and One in Three, 

of whom all nature hath creation, eternal Father, Spirit, Word; 

praise to the God of my salvation, salvation is of Christ the Lord! 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 
4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 
Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

Day Light Savings Time begins at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, March 8.  Remember to set your clock ahead one hour.   
Then, when you arise on that Sunday morning, Spring Forward in your faith and  

join us for Sunday School and worship. 

 

To help us recollect anew the suffering and death of Jesus Christ that we 
might more fully experience the joy of his resurrection on Easter, special         
services are planned for Holy Week. 
 

Palm Sunday, April 5,  (normal worship services), children and interested adults 
may gather before the service in the Narthex or Morris Hall Foyer for the     
procession with the palms. 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7:00 p.m., in the sanctuary, a service of communion remembering Jesus’ Last Supper 
and subsequent arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

 

Good Friday, April 10, 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary, a service of Tenebrae (diminishing light).  By means of           
extended reading of the Gospel story and by means of increasing darkness, we will meditate upon the             
crucifixion of Jesus in order to enter most fully into the Joy of Resurrection. 

 

Easter Sunday is April 12. Our service schedule is as follows: 
 

  7:00 a.m.  First Service of Easter, Sanctuary 
  9:00 a.m.  Easter Worship, Morris Hall 
  11:00 a.m. Easter Worship, Morris Hall 
 


