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The 

 

We are excited to announce that in March Garber will begin live streaming our 

worship services. Nothing compares to being able to be physically present with 

God’s people to offer up worship to Him on a Sunday morning; but for those that 

may be unable to join us due to illness, physical condition, or location - you can 

now join us online!  
 

Visit the Garber website (www.connect2garber.com) and look under “CONNECT” 

for “STREAMING” to find the live stream. Or visit: 

http://garber.sundaystreamswebsites.com/ for a direct 

link to the feed. You can also download the app “Sunday Streams” on your phone or       

mobile device, or add the channel for Sunday Streams on your Roku device. Once you    

enter the app or channel, the stream ID is “garber.”  
 

We will be streaming at 8:00am (Sanctuary) and 11:00am (Morris Hall) on Sunday mornings. The videos will remain 

available for viewing after the service has ended, in case you missed worship or want to share a sermon with a friend 

the next day. Remember: this is no substitute for adding your voice and presence to our regular worship gatherings; 

but what an awesome potential this has to be a blessing to those that cannot join us and a witness to those that are 

interested in knowing more about our life together and the God that we adore!  

LIVE STREAM! 

HOLY WEEK 2018 
COME & SEE WHAT GOD HAS DONE! 

 

Palm Sunday, March 25:  “Welcome the King!” Regular Sunday school and 

worship services in Sanctuary and Morris Hall. Children and adults are invited 

to join us in a joyful procession with the palms.   

 
 

 

Maundy Thursday, March 29: 7:00pm in the Sanctuary,  

a service of communion remembering Jesus’ Last Supper  

and subsequent arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

 
 

 

Good Friday, March 30: 7:30pm in Sanctuary, a Tenebrae service  

of darkness helping us to meditate upon the crucifixion of Jesus  

in order to enter most fully into the Joy of Resurrection.   

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY, April 1:  

7:00am -  First Service of Easter in the Sanctuary 

9:00am - Service of Resurrection in Morris Hall  

11:00am - Service of Resurrection in Morris Hall  

there will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday.  
 

————————————————- 
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 Mission Presentations To Be Held! 

Following the mission testimonies given in worship during our God’s Grand Story sermon series, 
each ministry will have a time of sharing for those who wish to learn more about the scope of the 
ministry and its connection to Garber, areas of service, and ways you can connect.  The scheduled 
follow-ups are: 

Sunday, March 4  12:00 noon in Room 123  Russian Ministry Team 

    Russian food tastings will be available, with presentation on the children 
    in the orphanages Garber sponsors and mission trips to Russia. 

 

Sunday, March 11  12:00 noon in the Atrium  Haiti Mission Team 

    Join the Haiti team to learn about the orphanage Garber sponsors, life in 
    Haiti, mission trips, and other ways you can serve. 

 

Sunday, March 18  12:00 noon in the Courtyard;  9:30 & 12:00 noon in the Atrium 

    J T Barber Team 

    Come and learn about this impoverished school in the midst of our    
    community and the difference Garber is making there for the kingdom. 

PLEASE NOTE:  On February 25, following their testimony in our services, Taylor and Ashley Hemphill       
presented more information about their upcoming missionary work in Kenya.  Their family will be relocating to 
Kenya this summer to serve at the Riff Valley Academy in an open-ended capacity!  Garber Church is excited to 
be a monthly contributor to their support, however the Hemphills are looking for individual sponsor support, as 
well.  If you are interested in learning more about their work, or interested in making a contribution to their      
support, please contact Mary Coleman at 637-4022. 

Mission Month Donations 

The missions at Garber are well-represented in our Annual Mission and Ministry Budget, however 

there are many other ways to give to our supported missions at Garber.  You can always give a          

donation marked “Missions” and the money will be applied to the area of greatest need.  You can      

donate to a specific mission by noting the name of that mission in the memo line of your check or       

noting it in the online giving categories (i.e. Haiti mission trip, ASP, emergency assistance, etc.)         

Donations are also taken for the M. Coleman Scholarship fund, which helps enable many of our people 

to participate in our mission trips with scholarship assistance.   
 

A complete listing and explanation of Garber’s missions are available in the “Why We Do What We Do” 

mission publication.  This booklet has been updated in February 2018 and is available for you to pick 

up in the Narthex, the Atrium, and the Ministry Center Foyer. 
 

Thank you, Garber Church, for your continued passion and support of all of our                  

ministries and mission projects! 
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What Does It Mean To Be A Player In “God’s Grand Story?” 
 As we explore the Old Testament side of God’s Grand Story during Lent, it begs the question of 
each of us as to what our part is in God’s story.  How do we make our life count for God? 

 Some people answer this question thru service in missions.  Some people answer the question by 
being “senders” of those who go.  Some people are teachers.  Some are assistants.  Some give God glory 
serving others with the gift of listening, or caring, or helping.  God uses all of us if we are willing to be 
used! 

 During this Lenten sermon series we will be hearing from four of our mission areas with testimonies 
from people who answered God’s call to “GO” and how being a “player” in God’s Grand Story has effected 
their life.  Hopefully you already heard  the testimony on February 25 from Taylor and Ashley Hemphill, 
Garber’s supported missionary family.  Join us for the rest of these services and learn about each person’s  
call, their answer, and the results of that answer. 
 

Sunday, March 4  Sermon:  “The Heart Matters”        1 Samuel 13:14; 16:1-13 

    Testimony:  Lee Miller, Russia Ministry 
 

Sunday, March 11  Sermon:  “A Very Vocal God”      Amos 3:7 and Joel 2:12-14 

    Testimony:  Tom Gingrich and Caroline Gorman, Haiti Team members 
 

Sunday, March 18  Sermon:  “The Depths and Heights of Knowing God”    Zechariah 8:1-17; 

     Micah 4:1-5; Isaiah 65:17-25 

    Testimony:  Stacy Lee, J. T. Barber Ministry 

 

 The testimonies will be given at all services each Sunday.  Please see the related article on page 2 
about follow-up gatherings from each ministry where more information will be given. 

Matthew’s Minute: 
 

Connection Coffee: 
 

If you are new to Garber, our Connection Team would like to invite you to our  Connection Coffee  Sunday, March 
18  at 9:30 a.m. in Room 123 of the Ministry Center. This is a time to meet the Garber pastors, staff and discover 
more about Garber Church.  Sign-up sheets are located at the Welcome Table in the courtyard, or at the Welcome 
Center in the foyer of Morris Hall.  You can also sign up by calling the church office at 637-4022, or emailing Beth 

Hicks at:  bhicks@garberumc.com. 
 

ACCESS membership class: 
 

Our next ACCESS membership class begins Sunday, April 8.  We will meet for four weeks - April 8, 15, 22, and 29 from 9:30-
10:30am on the third floor of the Ministry Center.  You can sign up at the Welcome Table in the courtyard or at the Welcome 
Center desk in Morris Hall, or you can email Pastor Matthew Atha at:  matha@garberumc.com 
 

Welcome new members: 
 

Justin Jackson lives at 4185 Academic Drive, Apt. C in New Bern and works at Smithfield Foods in Kinston as a Quality          
Assurance Technologist.   He enjoys watching sports and reading and joined at the 8 a.m. Sanctuary service January 11. 
 

John Myers lived at 1796 Possum Trot Road in New Bern.  He is married to Kay, a Garber member, and they have two adult 
sons, Riley and Thomas.  John retired from Civil Service and has previously been involved in missions, woodworking, and      
cycling.  John passed away after he joined, and his funeral was held January 18 at Garber.  Our prayers are with his wife, Kay. 
 

Rus and Laura Clark live at 304 Fairway Drive in Trent Woods and have two daughters, Caroline and Charlotte.  Rus works at 
Robinson and Stith Insurance, and Laura works at Assisting at Home. The Clarks enjoy golf, the beach, and parenting.  They 
joined at the 11 a.m. Sanctuary service January 11. 

mailto:bhicks@garberumc.com
mailto:matha@garberumc.com
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This is my Father’s world  
 
The hymn, “This is my Father’s world”, praises God’s creative beauty… but my yard is suffering from 
the unseasonable (and unreasonable) frigid temperatures in early January!  Instead of “declaring their 
maker’s praise”, the beautiful Formosa azaleas, which provide an evergreen sanctuary for birds, are 
shedding bronzed leaves. The Camellia japonica, with its tight frost-blasted buds, will not bloom this 

winter.  The privet hedge no longer affords privacy but rather a peek-a-boo look into my neighbor’s yard.  I look at this brown 
barrenness and feel like ripping everything out.  But as a Master Gardener, I know that this is a time for patience, a time to 
wait for the miracle of spring, a time for God, maker of heaven and earth, to bring forth new life and new leaves. I know that 
although these plants look dead, most of them are quite alive. So, as a Master Gardener, I wait patiently for spring and green 
buds, for creation of new life. 
 

These lessons from nature carry into my caring relationships.  As a Stephen Minister, I wait patiently as a care receiver shares 
her stories borne of grief, or illness, or family problems. As a Stephen Minister, I come alongside her and walk with her on 
this journey of pain and suffering.  As a Stephen Minister, I look for signs of hope and healing that are a gift from God 
through Christ.  God is the ultimate creator of all things, and He continues this creation and recreation in nature and in each of 
us.  In the words of the hymn: “This is my Father’s world; why should my heart be sad?  The Lord is King; let the heavens 
ring!  God reigns; let the earth be glad!”  So, as a Stephen Minister, I wait patiently and joyfully for answers to prayer and   
renewal in the life of a sister in Christ  

Religious Community Services (RCS) News 
 
Help support RCS by participating in the Neuse River Bridge Run 
March 24 at 6:45am 
Union Point Park | New Bern 
The Annual Neuse River Bridge Run includes a half-marathon, 10K or 5K race. Participants who wish 
to walk may choose the 5K route only. All courses are USATF certified and runners are chip-timed. 
RCS is a beneficiary of proceeds raised from this amazing event. More information available online at 
www.bridgerun.org or www.runtheeast.com.  
 
What are the current needs that you can help with? 
 Warehouse/Food – RCS is in need of 1lb bags of rice, spaghetti o’s, canned meat and helpers. 
 Volunteers  We are currently looking for both RUNNERS and VOLUNTEERS for  
           the Neuse River Bridge Run.  Contact Susan Lucas as slucas@rcsnewbern.com       
 
What’s the BUZZ at RCS?   
If you want to know more about RCS and it’s outreach, visit their website at 
www.rcsnewbern.com 

The Garber United Methodist Women would like to thank our          
congregation for supporting our recent bake sale.   

Because of your generosity, the bake sale generated $5,238.99. 
Our UMW is happy to let you know that so far in 2018 we have         

distributed $5,300 to local missions in our church                                 
and in our community. 

 

We thank the Lord for His Blessings showered upon us.                      
We invite all women of our church to join us in our mission and                             

join any of our circles of fellowship:                                                                                
Harrison Circle, Fellowship Circle, and Joy Circle. 

 

https://rcsnewbern.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=47ec64dab767518180f48f1f3&id=ed3e7de4e2&e=5093850795
https://rcsnewbern.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=47ec64dab767518180f48f1f3&id=b2ad98b459&e=5093850795
mailto:slucas@rcsnewbern.com
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News from the Children’s Hope Chest, Russian Ministry 
 

Garber is preparing and planning to send a team to the Kostroma region of Russia this spring. The team 
will be leaving April 2nd and returning April 10th. The focus of this year’s trip is a medical support       
mission. They will be providing eye exams and glasses for the children and staff at our orphanages at     
Makariev and Kovalyovo as well as at the Kostroma Ministry Center. In addition, they will devote quality 
time with the kids strengthening our relationships and building everlasting bonds.  There are 5 team     
members; Shawn Doty, Lee Miller, Jared Izzo, Rebecca Owens, and Evan Best; all of whom have been to 
Russia before.  
 

There a number of things the Garber congregation can do to help the team answer God’s call to spread his Word to the world. 
First, they need your prayers. It is a long and arduous trip. They will need His strength and guidance in this task. Secondly, just 
as last year, the team is taking children’s clothes to the Ministry Center, and they need your donations.  The need for toddler and 
pre-school aged clothes is great, but some clothing for older children would be appreciated as well. Coats, hats, gloves/mittens, 
sweaters, jeans and shirts are some of the suggested items. Remember, although winter is long and cold, Russia does have a 
warm summer and lighter weight clothing is also appreciated. Please drop off your clothing in the church office.   
 

The next thing the team is asking for is letters to be written to the children. A list of the individual children presently at the      
orphanages will be in the office, or you can ask any team member. You will need to include both the child’s name and the RU 
identifier number on the envelope and in the letter. Keep them short, simple and specific. As it is in Russia, we have to avoid 
evangelistic messages and Bible verses, but your personal experience with Christ can be shared. Pictures and decorations are 
enjoyed as well. Put your letters in the mail boxes in the Narthex or Foyer in Morris Hall and the team will hand deliver each 
one.  
 

The final thing, which is vital to the overall Children’s Hope Chest ministry, is for you to consider the sponsorship of a child. 
There are presently 16 children out of 33 in the 2 orphanages that need sponsors. There will be more information on sponsorship 
available at the March 4th Mission Day reception following the 11:00 worship services in room MC 123. Please plan to attend.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Russian Ministry at Garber and the teams that travel each year so that they may 
bring the Light of Christ to Russia’s most venerable youth.  

Sending get well/cheer cards to those in the hospital via email… 
A GREAT way to stay in touch with friends and family during a hospital stay: 

 

In this time of computers and online communications, many of us intend to buy a card and send it but either forget or never 

get around to doing it.  But now we have a very easy way to say hello and get well to those we are thinking about in the   

hospital!  The instructions below make it easy to do! 

1)  Call the hospital to find out the patient’s room number.  Make sure when you ask for their number that you tell them 

you just want to send a card and not be connected to talk to them. You also need to know the patient’s “real name” 

they are registered under (not a nickname). 

2)  UNC/Chapel Hill 

A.  Type in: ncmedicalcenter.org/uncmc/patients-visitors/cheer-cards/ 

B.  Click on Patients and Visitors 

C.  ON the left of page, click on Send a Cheer Card 

D.  Follow the directions on how to send 

3)  Carolina East/New Bern: www.carolinaeasthealth.com 

A.  On home page, look at the right side and click on Send an E card 

B.  Follow the directions on how to send  

4)  Duke Medical Center/Durham 

A.  Type in: ncmedicalcenter.org/uncmc/patients-visitors/cheer-cards/ or just type in 

Duke Medical Center 

B.  Follow the directions to send the card 

5)  As of now, Vidant (Greenville) does not have this service 

http://www.carolinaeasthealth.com
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Spasibo!   
 

Dear Garber UMC:  On behalf of Children’s HopeChest and the 
Kostroma regional staff, I want to deeply thank you for your gener-
osity to support the upcoming holiday celebrations at Kovalyovo & 
Makariev Orphanages.  Your gracious gifts go beyond the dollar, it 
is your heart that empowers, encourages and stands by each of the 
children as they make new beautiful memories this season.  Thank 
you for allowing God to show His never failing love for each of His 
children at Kovalyovo & Makariev!  It is a blessing to partner with 
you in God’s mighty plan for Russia. 

MOSAIC NEWS 
 

What a busy month our seniors have had at Garber UMC! So many of us attended the “Walk thru the Bible” event on February 
10 ,and then 35 of us enjoyed lunch together at Famous Subs and Pizza after the event. It was so interesting to hear all the       
reflections on such a wonderful learning event sponsored by Garber.   
 

Our February 16th “Birthday Celebration and Fun Night” was attended by approximately 55 senior adults.  We celebrated the 
months that God had set aside for the births of our members and guests. Tables were decorated with festive seasonal décor and 
scrumptious beautifully decorated cakes adorned the tables; all coordinated by Dan and Cammie Armstrong and prepared by 
the Senior Advisory Council members. Moore’s Barbeque catered the meal which was enjoyed by all. Leftovers were used to 
prepare meals for shut-ins with the rest being taken to RCS. Our devotional leader, Norma Judd, delivered a very timely and 
uplifting presentation and blessing. Thanks to all for such a wonderful time of fellowship, fun, and outreach!  
 

Mark your calendars and plan to join us  
for the following upcoming MOSAIC events: 

 
March 2: Lunch out at “Paula’s Pizza”, 11:30am and International Film “LION”, 2:00pm at Craven Community College.  
     Cost will be your lunch and travel.   The film is FREE but donations are appreciated. 

 
April 17: MOSAIC tr ip to Rocky Hock Playhouse in Edenton, NC to see “OUR RISEN LORD” with buffet lunch       
     starting at 11:30.  Tickets + tax + gratuity + travel is $35.00 per person.  Money and all travel forms are due by      
     March 15 in order  to reserve your  spot because payment is due for  the event at that time. There are limited 
     available seats, so make your reservations early.   First come, first serve 

 
Contact Sue Webb, Senior Ministries Coordinator for more information or to reserve your spot:                                   

252-637-4022 or swebb@garberumc.com 

Your library is now ready for your use and I hope we have many patrons who will 
check out innumerable books.  Please do fill out the cards from the books (back pocket) 
and leave them in the box on the small cart near the stacks under each author's 
name.  We have new fiction and other types of material--check them out!  Coleen 

Garber Church Family:  on behalf of all of us at RCS, I want to personally thank you for your most generous 
check of $17,749.19.  It is so amazing the support that you give RCS, and I am so thankful for the love and 
prayers personally from the congregation and staff.  Juliet Rogers 

Dear Garber family, Mike and I greatly appreciate all the cards, phone calls and prayers sent to us during our 
daughter Michelle’s passing.  We felt all the many prayers prayed for us and our family.   
Sincerely, Mike and Pam Birmingham 
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Walk Thru the Bible Successes! 

God was surely present on Saturday morning, February 10th in Morris Hall as we gathered to “walk 

thru” the Old Testament.  Our presenter, Terry Seamon, did a fabulous job teaching us 40 Bible   

stories, complete with a muscle memory motion for each!   

We had 396 people attend the event and 34 children learned their version of the Walk Thru in the 

children’s hall, too.  A team of 20 awesome volunteers made the event run so smoothly.  The          

coordinators from the Walk Thru ministry called to ask what our secret was to get that many people 

involved in the event!  Garber’s turnout was much larger than the normal church — a great         

testimony to the faithfulness of Garber and it’s influence in this community. 

A few statistics:   

Our leader’s instruction was rated by 80% of the attendees as “extremely effective” 

160 people made a commitment to read God’s Word and pray every day for at least 40 days 

280 people agreed that their understanding of the Bible had increased 

11 people received Jesus as their Lord and Savior for the first time! 

199 people make another commitment to Jesus as their Lord and Savior! 
 

Special thanks to everyone who participated in the event in any way — volunteers, leaders,         

participants!  God was honored in the response and in the learning!  We continue to pray for all who 

participated that their presence with us that morning will result in a lasting change in their life! 
 

Want to do the New Testament Walk Thru?  Let us know.  Next year will present that       

opportunity to us! 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 
4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 
Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

EASTER SUNDAY CHOIR! 
 

Ever think about joining the choir, but haven’t been able to fit it in your busy schedule? 
 

Here’s a great opportunity to join us in praise!  
 

We are putting together an Easter Choir, gathering together anyone who is able to join 
us to lift up our voices to our risen Savior on Easter Sunday (April 1). If you think you 
might be interested, please contact Matt Johnson (mjohnson@garberumc.com). We 
will meet to rehearse one time (Thursday March 22nd at 7pm in the Sanctuary). Come 
join us as we make a joyful noise to the Lord on the more joyous day of the year!  

 

Reminder:  Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 11 
Unfortunately, this means you lose an hour of sleep Saturday night :( so be sure to go to bed 
early so you can rise and shine and worship the Lord at Garber Church on Sunday morning! 
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