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Garber Missions Summer Project 
 

It’s Christmas in July at Garber Church!  And time to 

start thinking about buying items for your                               

! 

 

After July 4
th

 is such a great time to buy items for your 

shoe boxes.  School supplies are on sale,                                  

summer t-shirts get reduced, 4
th

 of July items are fun 

and cheap.  Places like Target, Walmart, CVS, 

Walgreens all put random items on reduction tables– 

keep your eyes open for deals! 

 

As part of our project,                                 

the Mission Committee will purchase                                                              

                                 
and put them in OCC Shoeboxes.                                                   

All you have to do is pick up your box(es), begin to add 

additional items over the next few months, put in the 

shipping money, and you’re done!  Boxes with soccer 

balls will be available in the foyers 

of the Ministry Center and the Sanctuary Narthex . 

 
PLEASE KEEP YOUR BOXES UNTIL WE CALL FOR THEM IN NOVEMBER.  

Stuff them under a bed or in a closet for safe keeping, 

then pull them out when we call for OCC Shoeboxes in 

November!  Thank you for helping us with this!  
 

Thank you, Garber Church, for your support of this and 

all projects your Mission Committee offers!   
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The title of the Wall Street Journal opinion piece caught my 

eye, “Bees Are Fish and Other Fake Narratives,” June 19, 

2022. Andy Kessler, the commentator, makes reference to a 

May 31 opinion by California’s Third District Court of Appeal 

which finds that bumblebees may be protected as fish under 

the California Endangered Species Act. This decision the  

commentator calls a “fake narrative.” 
 

Referencing several other “fake narratives” with currency in 

the news over the previous several years,  Mr. Kessler      

applies two quotations to his reflections. 
 

“One has to belong to the intelligentsia to believe things 

like that: no ordinary man could be such a fool.”   

(George Orwell, “Notes on Nationalism,” 1945) 
 

“This is one of those views which are so absurd that only 

very learned men could possibly adopt them.”   

(Bertrand Russell) 
 

By reaching to George Orwell and Bertrand Russell, Mr. 

Kessler is reminding us that truth has often been sacrificed 

in the pursuit of cultural agendas. Certainly he could have 

reached to the Hans Christian Andersen folktale, “The       

Emperor’s New Clothes” which he employed to expose    

Danish political pride and intellectual vanity of the 1830s. 

Such pride and vanity were on display when a Supreme 

Court nominee could not define what a woman is, and 

scores of cultural elites defended the ambiguity. Such a fake 

narrative will continue to cost women the justice that is 

properly due them. 
 

Each of these authors is concerned for truth. Christians 

ought to share the concern. 
 

In the “Sermon on the Mount,” Jesus reiterates the Old             

Testament command for truth. Then, as he does with other 

matters in Matthew 5, he deepens the Law by speaking to 

oaths. (Matthew 5:33-37) The conclusion is a call for                 

disciples to be completely truthful, “But let your statement 

be, ‘Yes, yes’ or “No, no’: anything beyond these is of 

evil.” (V. 37) Reflecting upon this passage, Dietrich                       

Bonhoeffer wrote, “The commandment of complete                       

truthfulness is really only another name for the totality of 

discipleship.” (The Cost of Discipleship, “Truthfulness”)  

The Bible places a premium upon the truth.  
 

Establishing judges, Moses was directed to employ those 

who “fear God”, are “men of truth,” and who abhor 

“dishonest gain.” (Exodus 18:21) 

 

The Psalmist asks, “O LORD, who may abide in Your 

tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill?” The answer 

pertains to truth. “He who walks with integrity, and 

works righteousness, And speaks truth in his 

heart.” (Psalm 15:1, 2) 
 

In the New Testament, Jesus is the truth (John 14:6) who 

prays that disciples will be sanctified in the truth. (John 

17:17, 19) He promises that the truth will set one free. 

(John 8:32) Discipleship is “of the truth.” (John 18:27) 

And the Church which follows Jesus is described as “the 

pillar and support of the truth.” (1 Timothy 3:15) 
 

It is not Jesus nor the disciple, but Pilate who discounts 

truth with the question, “What is truth?” (John 18:38) In 

contrast, Jesus describes his followers as ”of the 

truth.” (John 18:37) 
 

If one were to read all 206 occasions where “truth” is 

used in the Bible, one might understand how                   

discipleship cannot be divorced from truth. Yet we are 

warned that persons will come seeking to do just such a 

thing.  We read in 1 Timothy 4:1–2, “But the Spirit                    

explicitly says that in later times some will fall away 

from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and 

doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars 

seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron.” 
 

Repentance demands truth. Calling behavior “good” 

which the Bible calls “immoral” denies persons the              

opportunity for repentance and, therefore, threatens 

their souls.  Asking the Church to believe and to                  

celebrate that men are actually women or women are 

actually men is repugnant to truth. Discouraging or 

denying that God may be addressed as “Father” yet 

celebrating God as “the Queer One,” “transman,” 

“gender fluid,” and “drag queen” is to get captured by 

deceitful spirits. (Duke Divinity School, Goodson Chapel 

Service, March 22, 2022. Duke Divinity School has since 

hidden the video. A clip may be seen at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VT2o6PEm7Y ).  In this             

service and, too often, in many Methodist Church                

services, seeking and knowing God in truth is                       

supplanted with a search for knowing the self. Thus 

worship becomes idolatry which is a lie. 
 

After reading about bumblebees being identified as fish 

along with the several other absurdities listed in Mr. 

Kessler’s column, I thought of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. 

He wrote,  
 

“Let your credo be this: Let the lie come into the world, 

let it even triumph. But not through me. The simple step 

of a courageous individual is not to take part in the lie. 

One word of truth outweighs the world.” (The Gulag     

Archipelago) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VT2o6PEm7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VT2o6PEm7Y
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Sponsored by MOSAIC Senior Adult Group 

Thursday, July 21 at 2:30 

Garber Church Ministry Center 

Topics to be covered include the following: 

Handouts will be available 

Questions submitted will attempt to be answered  

Refreshments to be served 

To Reserve your space,                                                        

please email Sue Webb at SWebb@garberumc.com 

All our Kid’s In Christ Sunday School classes, as well as our Ignite Student Ministry Sunday School classes,                         
are meeting each Sunday this summer!  We encourage you to maintain your Sunday School                                        

presence over the summer months when you are in town! 

Children’s classes are combined into groupings for the summer months and are working in the Whirl Curriculum 
series – a very popular and fun curriculum that the kids love!  Come and join us! 

The Ignite students are studying the Book of Daniel and are loving it!                                                       
Jacob, Mrs. Jerri and Mr. Drew are great teachers!  Come and join us! 

All our adult classes are meeting, too!  Come and join us! 

So it’s easy to make the morning a family event!  Be creative with your time on Sunday mornings and go out to 
an early breakfast before you come or put picnic fixings in a cooler and find a park following Sunday School and                

Worship to enjoy a family lunch.  Ask some friends to join you in this Christian fellowship!                                    
We are made for relationships within the body of Christ! 

If you have any questions regarding Sunday School for any age, please call Mary Coleman,                                     
Ministries Coordinator, at 252-637-4022.   
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Back in 2016, there was an all call for VBS volunteers and special helpers.                                                  

The meeting was set for volunteers to come by my office and pick a project to help                       

with in order to bring our VBS vision to life.   
 

On that day, Connie and Jim VanRiper, retirees who relocated to New Bern in 2010 came by and 

looked through my pile of  projects.  After talking through the different projects, Jim and Connie 

decided they would take on the project of making scenery for the Narthex.  It was definitely the 

biggest project I had in my pile and I was grateful that they were willing to take on the challenge! 
 

Little did I know God had given Jim and Connie gifts that would allow them                                                   

to create scenery that far exceeded my expectation.   
 

Since that Thursday in 2016, Jim and Connie have been humble servants,                                                

working behind the scenes to create scenery for VBS year after year.                                                         

They have helped the children of Garber travel to many places to learn about God’s great                      

love for them…we have been to Egypt, Rome, Babylon, the Wilderness, and Jerusalem.   
 

Jim and Connie have not only blessed the children of Garber, but have also blessed each one of 

us who have worshiped here at Garber.  Jim and Connie have worked with Matt Johnson and      

the worship committee to create scenery for many different worship services. 
 

I am thankful to God for Jim and Connie.  They have blessed my life,                                               

Garber’s Children’s Ministry, and our church in many ways.   
 

Thank you Jim and Connie! 
      

xoxo, Laura  
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What a wonderful week we had in                         

Jerusalem walking with Jesus and 

learning about His great love for us! 

 

Through VBS, Garber’s Kids In Christ                  

ministry served 80 kids                                     

with 34 volunteers. 

 

The week was met with smiles,                         

excitement, and lots of fun as the kids 

learned about Jesus.  We entered the 

week with Jesus in a Palm Parade and  

traveled with Him  throughout the week 

in Jerusalem.   We learned about the 

Passover meal Jesus shared with His 

disciples, we learned about prayer as we 

entered the Garden of Gethsemane, we 

learned of  Jesus’ great sacrifice for 

each one of us on the cross, and we 

ended our week celebrating that Jesus 

LIVES.  Our Bible points for the week 

were Jesus is King, He showed God’s 

love, He loves US,  He died for US,                             

and He LIVES today! 

 

We are thankful for a wonderful week!                         

We know through the stories that were 

told, the relationships that were made, 

and the love that was shared amongst 

the kids and the volunteers, God was 

working, and His presence was felt at 

VBS! Many, many thanks to the Garber                           

congregation for the love and support 

given to Children’s Ministry!  It is          

because of each of you that we are able 

to share the gospel with so many! 
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The Garber United Methodist Women would like to thank our congregation for their 

wonderful support of our recent bake sale.   We are happy to report, with your help,     

we raised $2,007.50. 
 

   We recently distributed $3,000 to the following ministries. 

Merci Clinic, Religious Community Services (RCS), Salvation Army, Garber Ignite Student Ministries,                          

Garber Preschool Scholarship, Vanceboro Christian Help Center (food pantry),                                                 

The Filling Station: Pollocksville, NC (food pantry), Garber Stitches of Love 
 

Matthew 25:40 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did  for me.’ 

To register scan this QR Code or  

contact Camp Don Lee at (252) 249-1106  

We invite you to join us for Family Retreat Weekend 2022, August 19-21.            

It will be a fun, faith-filled weekend for all family members, including sailing, 

swimming, great food, canoeing, crafts, time with God and much more. 

Registration is open and space will be limited, so please register early.                     

The pricing will include 4 meals. 

 

Garber Seniors have been busy               

singing, visiting, writing cards, and             

volunteering/preparing/making                    

donations for our ASP Project. We’ve 

enjoyed some fun and fellowship too! 

On June 25th 40 seniors attended a 

Down East Wood Ducks baseball game 

in Kinston.  Oh, what fun we had!  

In the month of July and August we 

have several opportunities to get               

together and share God’s love.                    

We hope that you will join us! 

We will be packing 48 buckets for the 

ASP Mission Team.  Special thanks to 

our MOSAIC members who                     

contributed goodies for these buckets.  

First 30 to RSVP will have a spot. 

Short Program by Marilyn Whitley 

on Patient Advocacy 

To participate in these events,                      

please call or email Sue Webb, 

swebb@garberumc.com                                      

or call 252-637-4022 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com


 

                             

  May 2022 

 

Dear Garber Church Family, 
  

Thank you for inviting me to be a part of Garber Preschool’s  garden of children for                  
25 years (1997-2022).  Thank you for the wonderful celebrations and gifts you have given 
as I retire from this vital ministry of Garber UMC. The Preschool Board planned a beautiful 
celebration with the children on their last day for the year.  The Church Ministry Staff 
treated me to a wonderful luncheon at the Chelsea.  The Garber Preschool staff gave me 
a wonderful celebration with many former staff joining us.  Then Pentecost Sunday was a 
beautiful culminating celebration of so many things with well wishes from so many.  The 
love offering was very kind and generous.  I am truly blessed to love and be loved by so 
many throughout my career and life.  
  

At a young age I realized I was given a gift, a desire to understand, a willingness to study 
and learn, along with a passion for working with young children.  I have always been able 
to relate easily with little children and It became my calling. 
  

My husband, Billy, and I made sacrifices to allow me to serve in Christian ministry, and 
I made it my career goal to nurture the “whole child.” Spiritual development, cognitive development, language            
development, gross and fine motor development, social emotional development, self help skills, and nurturing                  
creative expression through arts is a tall order to accomplish in a 3-4 hour day, 2-5 days a week with preschoolers.  I 
have always believed that there needed to be intention and planning to bring all of those important developmental 
areas together.  An enriched childhood is rooted in play and bringing together all those areas.  Each area of 
“specialization” often argues that their area is more important.  I view them as equally important for a                    
magical early childhood.  The preschool years are for planting seeds.  Seeds of faith, seeds of curiosity, seeds of                 
confidence, seeds of creative expression all with a child’s daring willingness to try new things (from a baby                  
rolling over to a young child walking a balance beam).  The preschool years are the magical years where a child is 
not graded on outcomes and products but feels excitement and joy about the day “well played! “ 
  

What a joy it has been to plant the seeds, watch them grow, and know I was blessed to have a small part in  the lives 
of so very many children. Preschool years are often erased from the memory by a child as he learns to 
read.   However, that has never bothered me because I worked diligently to sow Godly seeds.   
  

Has a flower ever really known or cared who or how it became planted? The seeds need so much care after planting 
that the sower can’t really take much credit for the outcome… but those flowers bring such joy to us  all for years and 
years to come.  
  

Never doubt that even though I am leaving Garber Preschool I will continue planting…  
 

Agape, 
Peggy Faulkenberry 

Thanks so much to my Garber friends for all the tributes I received upon the 

death of my mother.  Thank you also to those who attended the                                    

memorial service for my mom. 
 

ALL  the tributes meant so much--the many, many cards, phone calls,                          

and gifts all reflected the love of Garber folks. 
 

A special thanks to David Banks who helped my sister and me plan the memorial 

service, meeting with us 3 times and sharing with us feelings of                                                                 

peace, calmness, and faith.   
 

Thank you all,  Donna Lewis  

 

Dear Garber Church,  
 

Thank you for all you have done 

with us this past year with the 

passing of                                       

John & Francine Gamble.                                                   

We counted 32 cards from your 

church (different people) -                                                             

(some sent Christmas cards &                                      

2nd Sympathy cards too!)                    

to help Fran and us with ALL the 

stuff going on!                                              

We are so happy that you were 

there and got to know Fran & 

John.  What a blessing your 

church is now—even in death.  

Thank you again for your help in 

getting the word out for those 

who knew and loved Fran & 

John.  They are with God now 

and they are not forgotten.  

 

Love, Anne & Scott Benson  
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