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During the month of July, Garber Church is inviting our                 

members and friends to intentionally pray for our nation.  We 

are distributing the book 31 Days of Prayer for My Nation to help 

guide us and unify our church body in focused prayer.  The 

books will be available at the Welcome Center desk in Morris 

Hall following our 9:30 a.m. July 4 worship service in Morris 

Hall.  Copies will also be available in the church office. 

Jesus is praying for this nation, and He invites you to join Him! 

Recall an image of Jesus you've likely seen: Jesus, on His knees, 

praying. Imagine leaning in to listen to what He is praying and 

you hear Jesus speaking our nation's name. Experience Jesus' 

heart for our nation as you declare your freedom and passion to 

love the Lord, claim Bible promises for our nation's future, and 

intercede for spiritual awakening and growth. 31 Days of Prayer 
for My Nation  provides:  

 
· Guided prayer points for our nation's unity and leaders, along with prayers for spiritual 

awakening in the church and global gospel witness. 

· A powerful, Scripture-based prayer strategy for better loving the Lord, living God's Word, 

loving people, and living His mission. 

· Scriptures, prayers, and promises to declare over your nation. 

II Chronicles 7:14 says to the people of God,                                                                                

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray                                             

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven                               

and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 

Praise Camp Sign Up Information  •  MOSAIC Senior Adult Updates •  VBS Recap 

Why I Serve Reflections  •  Summer Schedule for Ignite Student Ministry  • and more... 
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George and Judy Bugyi 

They live in Fairfield Harbor and 

moved to New Bern from the 

Outer Banks area.  George is a 

retired university administrator 

and enjoys the water rowing in 

his scull.  Judy was in Hospitality                

Services at the university, loves 

entertaining and opening their 

home to friends and keeps in 

shape through running.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ray and Jane Parenteau 

They are both retired and live in 

River Bend.  Ray’s hobbies               

include fishing and wood                   

working and he is also serving 

with Garber’s upcoming ASP 

summer mission trip this month. 

Jane’s hobbies include quilting, 

reading, cards, and games.   
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There are so many paths to go down as I think about (and try to write 

about!) what the Appalachia Service Project (ASP) means to me, and why          

I believe so strongly in this mission - it’s hard to know where to begin! The 

trips down memory lane alone have filled my heart with joy, laughter and 

gratitude! I first heard about ASP through my sister and her family’s                  

involvement in it with the church where I grew up; I thought I had an idea 

what my own experience would be like. I could not have been more wrong.           

I have since learned from, and been profoundly blessed and changed by, 

each family I’ve served, the ASP staffers, the adults I’ve teamed with and 

those with whom I’ve just had the joy of sharing many, many ASP                            

adventures! But above all, for me, serving with our youth has been the 

greatest blessing of all. From the rising 9th graders on their first trip, to the 

“big kids” coming back from college, each and every year I am in awe of 

these of  students. They work so incredibly hard, often under very                      

challenging circumstances, sharing their energy, enthusiasm, passion and 

compassion with total strangers, who oftentimes by the end of the week,  

become like family. They share their time, their food, their laughter and their 

prayers. The students willingly climb on metal roofs in searing heat, under 

trailers in pouring rain, into unimaginably small spaces and indescribable 

living conditions, all with the love of Jesus shining through them in love,                                 

determination, kindness and acceptance.  And I’ve seen a true commitment 

to being the hands and feet of Jesus not just through those who serve on 

ASP mission trips but through Garber Church and its congregation as well. 

Garber’s commitment to this mission is evident in so many ways - through 

our Prayer Partners, through the involvement of MOSAIC and their fabulous 

care packages and through financial support, just to name a few. On ASP 

we talk about “God sightings”, we remind the students to keep their eyes 

open, to look for the presence of God each day, in moments, in people, in 

the world around us. ASP has provided me endless memories of God      

sightings and the gift of teaching me to never stop looking for more. 

I have had the honor, and I do mean honor, of working with the Kingswood 

Kids this past year. I got involved because I wanted to help young people 

discover their purpose and find their God given gifts before “the world” 

molded them into something different. However, as with most things, the 

tables were turned. I was the one that was blessed during these visits. 

These kids have been taught the great stories of the Bible, to socialize and 

develop relationships with adults that are not in their social circle, to care 

for one another, to recognize their daily blessings and to have fun! The            

biggest, most impressive thing that I experienced on Wednesday fun days, 

was the kids' beautiful, thoughtful prayers. There was never any hesitation 

or shyness. When called upon to pray out loud for the group, they did so 

beautifully and thoughtfully. Garber is definitely making a big impact on 

the lives of these children spiritually, emotionally and setting them up to 

succeed in this difficult, often chaotic world. 
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We entered the wilderness, joined Moses and the Israelites, traveled through parts unknown, and learned to               

TRUST GOD through it all.  We have completed TWO weeks of VBS and are thankful for all the ways God showed 

up!  Our morning consisted of so many wonderful moments…we worshiped God through music in both our                

opening and closing celebration, we opened the Bible and shared God’s word, we learned to work as a team and 

cheer on our friends while we played games, we made butter, prepared a seder meal and learned about the                

Passover in the Israelite camp, and we shared fun snacks together each day!   
 

This year we were able to share the love of Christ with 100 kids!!!  We had 60 kids join us for Elementary VBS, and 

40 kids joined us for Preschool VBS.   
 

When I think of the seeds that were planted in the hearts of the 100 kids that walked onto the Garber campus 

these two weeks, I GET EXCITED!!!  I am excited to see how God will grow in their hearts, I am excited to hear them 

share what they learned with their family, and I am THANKFUL that God allowed Garber to provide this ministry to 

so many! 
 

These two weeks would not have been successful without the AMAZING volunteers who joined us this summer…

both adults and students!  The leadership they provided over the two weeks was incredible.  They showed the love 

of Christ in their service, their accountability, and the way they fostered and nurtured relationships with our kids.  
 

THREE very SPECIAL Thank Yous… 
 

A big THANK YOU to Melisse Dunham!  Melisse is and has been my right hand lady for VBS for many years.  She 

has a special place in her heart for this ministry and it shows in how selflessly she serves to make VBS a success!   
 

Jim and Connie VanRiper, THANK YOU!  Jim and Connie help design, create, set up, and break down our VBS             

decorations…and they do it YEAR after YEAR!  Our kids truly feel like they enter into the VBS theme each year             

because of the creativity and service of Connie and Jim.  
 

AND…Garber Church, THANK YOU!  Thank you for giving your tithes and offerings for this ministry, THANK YOU for 

praying for VBS, and THANK YOU for allowing and trusting me with Children’s Ministry!  

 

        What an AMAZING two weeks!!! 

 

        Laura Wilkins, Director of Children’s Ministries  
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Oh, what fun was had at the Kinston Down East Wood Ducks baseball game! 

Twenty-six senior adults and 12 Kingswood Kids with chaperones                                          

participated in this fun MOSAIC event.  

FOOD (hamburgers, hotdogs, nachos with cheese, drinks, popcorn, etc.),  

FUN (clapping, screaming and yelling for the team), and  

FELLOWSHIP, (laughing/talking with each other and especially some new participants) 
 

All made for a very successful and happy event. Since we missed out on this event 

last year, it was certainly a welcomed change of the times! 

MOSAIC Seniors will be sending ASP tool buckets with our Garber Mission Team 

when they go to Pineville, Kentucky on July 11. It is our joy to work together in               

preparing and packing a token of our love and support for this important mission 

trip. Many of our members also have a Prayer partner for the week, and we are     

encouraging all of our seniors to pray for the team during this week in July;                  

that all will have a safe trip, home projects will be completed and lives changed.  
 

 

Please mark your calendars for an upcoming August MOSAIC game day.                       

It is tentatively planned for Thursday, August 5 at Garber from 9:00-12:00 noon. 

We will be walking, talking, praying, and playing. More information will be sent out 

via email, so mark your calendars and plan to join us. Make your reservation before 

July 30 so that we can be prepared for your coming.  
 

REMINDER: If you have not updated your Adult Participation forms, please do so ASAP. If you have never 

joined our group, we encourage you to try it. We promise that you will have a lot of fun and get to know so 

many of our Garber family even better. We will be announcing an upcoming out of town trip and all the                 

specifics at our August Game Day event, and you will see more information via email soon.  

Contact Sue Webb at swebb@garberumc.com or call the church office at 637-4022 for more information. 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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To my Garber Family:  

Your prayers and love have been a constant                

reminder of God's love during my recent illness.         

I will never forget your tenderness.                               

Thank you and may God bless you now                           

and always.   

     —Elizabeth Gardner                            

  

Oh, how happy all of us are now, as we are emerging from 

the COVID pandemic and beginning to enjoy many of the 

things we have missed over these past months. Until          

recently, the Garber UMW had been in “semi-hibernation”, 

as we had stopped having in-person monthly circle         

meetings and were not able to do our November and May 

bake sales. However, we were able to do our Pecan Sale 

online, thanks to Lara Lee for setting up this up for us.  

We were so thankful, as this was our only avenue to gather money to help support some                  

organizations/groups that were struggling.  Following the sale, we were able to disburse the profit 

from this sale, which was $2400, to various programs including Backpack Blessings, the Filling     

Station, Garber Preschool Scholarship Fund, Ignite Youth Ministry, and the Salvation Army. THANKS 

to all of you who ordered pecans in 2020!   Next, we really wanted to recognize-and THANK-our 

wonderful, amazing STAFF! They took such good care of our congregation, making decisions daily, 

maybe hourly, to make it safe for us to worship safely in spotless buildings, while following the      

necessary guidelines.  As a small token of appreciation, each staff member was presented with a 

note of thanks and a gift of candy. Peggy Rollins and Norma Judd, UMW Board members,               

assembled and delivered these to the staff in May. Our staff is the BEST!!   

SWEET TREATS                 

PREPARED FOR 

THE STAFF 

When September rolls around, we anticipate beginning a “new normal” year.                                                    

Our three Circles hopefully will once again be meeting in person, and pecan sales will begin in 

late September. More information will be given in future newsletters, so be on the lookout!  

SPECIAL                   

DELIVERY WITH 

LOVE FROM       

THE UMW  
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

Ever wanted to be part of a worship team but didn't know where to start?  

Ever wanted to learn an instrument but didn't know where to start?  

Join us for PRAISE CAMP this Summer, August 9-13th from 6-8pm at Garber Church. 
This is a  FREE camp for youth (grades 6-12, including rising 6th graders).  

This will be a great opportunity for youth to learn a new skill and experience leading musical 

worship as we seek to raise up the next generation of worshippers!  

We have a group of worship leaders and musicians that will be tutors for the different                       

instrument/vocal tracks, culminating in a time of worship at the end of the week. 

  We are praying that some of our youth will catch the passion and bring it back to their                     

churches and youth groups, and we are praying for a spiritual awakening in the youth of our  

area, that the Spirit would ignite a passion in our youth for the presence of God                                            

and for passionate worship of Jesus Christ! 

 

Questions?  Contact Matt Johnson at mjohnson@garberumc.com 

 


