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The 

 

Appalachia Service Project Trip 

Our annual mission trip to Appalachia Service Project is about to roll out!  The team of 49 people 
will be heading to Tennessee on Sunday, July 14 to serve on 7 (or more) different work sites and will 
return on Saturday, July 20.   

During the week at ASP, the team will not only work on homes, they will form relationships with the 
home owners, their families, and often with surrounding neighbors.  The repair on the homes will 
range from underpinning/insulation, painting, flooring, drywall, roofing, siding, and more — and there 
will be lots of “on the job” training!  It is truly amazing how God can use a group of teenagers, with 
some adult supervision, to make a difference in a home and a family! 

At night our teams will join together with other work teams at the center where they are staying 
and have Evening Gathering, where they will experience cultural gatherings, 
scriptural encounters, singing, and fellowship.  After that, it’s usually Ice Cream 
Time at the closest Dairy Freeze! 

Please keep this large group in your prayers!   Prayers for safe travel, prayers 
for wisdom in construction, prayers for endurance for long work days, prayers 
for strong relationships and opportunities to be the hands and feet of Christ in 
the world. 

Join the 1080 Team! 

J T Barber School  Report 

School starts back up on July 22 for the students of JT Barber Elementary School 

as they embark on their first year as a year-round school.  The Garber 1080 Team of 

volunteers will be there that first morning to welcome the kids back and give them 

high-fives as they get off the school buses and at the carpool lot.   

Thanks to our adult Sunday School classes and their generosity,  the JT teachers will 

return to a nice basket of school supplies and goodies on their desk on July 12.  We will 

also provide lunch for them on July 16 in Morris Hall as they have their yearly kick-off 

training session.  We are excited to serve these teachers and this school in these small ways that will hopefully 

make what has the potential to be a rough start to the year a little better! 

We currently have 11 classroom volunteers and lots of greeters for this ministry.  There are needs to have   

assistance in the Library, passing out Backpack Blessing bags each week, reading buddies, and more!   You can 

serve a little or a lot, its up to you!  This is a school with many challenges, and we need to be present to        

represent Christ and help out.  If you are interested in joining this team, please contact Mary Coleman to see 

where you might best be used.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this ministry team opportunity! 
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The Walk to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-25)    David & Christine Youngs 
 

 Christine and I moved to New Bern in late 2014 and by May 2015 had transferred our membership to Garber 
UMC.  It was obvious to us after only a few visits that we had found our new Christian home of worship.  We have been 
shown love and fellowship by so many and give thanks to God for bringing our lives together.  Our worship,               
educational, and spiritual experiences here have certainly been highly fulfilling and have continued to fill us with the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

 Prior to coming to Garber, we had both been active in the local United Methodist Church where we were invited 
to be pilgrims in a “Walk to Emmaus” weekend.  To say the least, this experience redefined for us what it means to be a 
Christian and just how much God loves us.  Once here, we were able to determine that there were three Emmaus Groups 
in the general vicinity [Coastal Carolina out of Wilmington; Pamlico Area Emmaus out of Washington; Cape Fear      
Emmaus out of Greenville].  With that cluster of groups, we were somewhat surprised to note that here appeared to be 
little Emmaus Walk participation at Garber.  Because of the profound effect our Emmaus experience had on us, we 
would like to determine if there is interest in Emmaus activity participation from members of the Garber congregation? 
 

 The Walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and formation that begins with a three day 
short course focusing on your personal relationship with Christ.  It is an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way, 
as God’s grace and love is revealed to you through other believers.  The objective of Emmaus is to inspire, challenge and 
equip the local church member for Christian action in their homes, church, communities, and places of work.  Emmaus 
lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and shared with others and to continue to do these things on a          
continual basis.  See for additional information: http://emmaus.upperroom.org 
  

 Twelve years ago, Christine and I were going through a very difficult time of family crisis that had us at wits end 
with no obvious answer to our situation.  We were both then given the opportunity to become Emmaus pilgrims where 
we were awakened to the healing of God’s love and grace in a way we had never know before.  This was a turning point 
in our lives that allowed us to strengthen our relationship with God, with each other, and with the world.  We found    
ourselves able to forgive ourselves and the one who had hurt us the most.  Since then, we have turned life’s focus from 
ourselves to a life of serving others through the church and God’s community in any way that we can. 
 

 We are interested in learning who else at Garber has been on an Emmaus Walk and whether you would like to 
reengage with this community?  If there is enough interest, we might want to consider convening a reunion gathering and 
possibly form some weekly small group meetings.  Please let me know by contacting me (Dave) by email at 
youngsds001@yahoo.com or call me at 315-225-1205. 

Touring the Biltmore House with the twelve year old son of another Methodist pastor, Jerri and I came to the tapestry 
room.  The high ceiling and long wall enabled the Vanderbilt family to mount a score or more of large, exquisite hangings 
of a variety of mostly biblical scenes. As we moved through the room, we began telling the boy the Bible stories represent-
ed by the fabrics. Before long, a sizable tour group had assembled to listen to us explain the pictures in each tapestry. 
 

At the end of the room, two men lingered.  “How do you know so much about the Bible?” they asked.  
 

I answered that I am a pastor.   
 

Turning to the other, one retorted, “He surely isn’t a United Methodist. He knows too much about the Bible.”   
 

How shocked they were to discover otherwise. Then they laughed and confessed that they too were Methodist preachers 
who, like myself, were taking a continuing education course at Lake Junaluska. 
 

The occasion proved funny and yet strangely sad. That event was thirty years ago, and it does not seem we have improved. 
What has happened that Methodist preachers do not expect Methodist preachers to know their Bible? Furthermore, what 
has happened that Methodist Christians do not expect Methodist Christians to know their Bible? The founder of             
Methodism, John Wesley, who was extremely well read in many subjects, wanted to be known as “a man of one book.” 
Indeed many Methodists since Wesley have had the same desire and passion. He noted in the prologue to his collection of 
sermons that God had condescended to show us the way to Heaven and to write it down in a book, the Bible. Those        
desiring and expecting to go to Heaven ought to know that book.  
 

I am beginning my eighty year as your pastor. Over these seven years, at some level, most of those reading this article have 
“checked me out.” For some, I passed; for others, I did not. Possibly for some, seven years is not enough time to decide. 
However, regardless of how you weigh my gifts, I want you to know this about my life and priorities: as I minister, I am 
seeking to make disciples for Jesus Christ. One component of this discipleship is 
that I will seek to know, to teach, and to preach the one Book, the Bible. As God’s 
revelation to us, it truthfully and genuinely reveals and represents Jesus Christ. It 
speaks truth in all in affirms. It speaks with authority to claim our thinking, our life, 
our obedience, and our love for God in Jesus Christ.   
 

This reverence for the Bible is derived from a love for the Lord who commands of 
us to “love the Lord your God with all you heart, all your soul, all your mind, and 
all your strength; and to love your neighbor as yourself.” The one that loves him 
hears his word (Jn. 5:24), and keeps his commandments (Jn. 14:15). To hear his 
Word and to keep his commandments mean we must be a people of one Book. 

mailto:youngsds001@yahoo.com
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News from the Russian Ministry Team 

Thank You for your prayers, love and support for the Russian Ministry.  Our 2019 trip was a huge success. The team was excited 
to embark on a mission to once again bring God’s love to all of Garber’s “family” in Russia. We were greeted with familiar faces 
in Moscow. From there, it took many hours of “over the road” travel before we could see the smiles and feel the hugs, but it was 
so worth it!   Every trip, we focus our eyes on Jesus and continue growing the relationships with those that God has called us to 
love.  We visited both of Garber’s sponsored orphanages, the Ministry Center in Kostroma, and for the first time, a home for      
children with special needs. It was an exciting time.   

Your clothes donations were given to the graduate orphans and their families at the Ministry Center.  We laid them out on tables, 
and they were invited to “shop” until their heart’s content. The afternoon ended with a pizza party which was enjoyed by all.  A 
special thank you to all who donated items. We could not have provided this gift without your help. While visiting the orphanages, 
we tie-dyed T-shirts. The joy surrounding this activity was heartwarming. Not only did they each have a new shirt (of their very 
own), it was a unique creation made by their hands and ours.  A guaranteed memory to savor for a life time.  We invited our      
Kovalyova kids and others who had already graduated to join us for bowling. Bowling is a great activity to connect one-on-one 
because very little translation is necessary.  It was a wonderful opportunity to meet up with them again and find out what they are 
doing with their life.  Although it is a difficult time in their life due to working and making ends meet on their own, most took the 
valuable time from their schedule to see us again. They are grateful for our continued friendship.  The impact Garber has made in 
their lives over the years is obvious to see.  We took our kids at Makariev to see a movie at the newly built theater in the center of 
town.  Most of the kids (teenagers) had never experienced a movie at a theater, never mind having a whole bottle of Pepsi and 
popcorn of their very own. To see their heart-felt joy, excitement and appreciation was a God moment.  

We planned two service projects during our 10 days. First, we stained wood boards and helped assemble raised flower beds at   
Makariev.  God has blessed Garber with the ability to provide improvements to the facility over the years which brings comfort, 
self- esteem and pride for the kids who live there.  Second, we bought paint and teamed up with some orphan graduates to spruce 
up the playground equipment at the special needs home.  The weather was inclement that day so our local friends will complete 
the project another day. We will be there in spirit and appreciate their help immensely. In lieu of painting we had an opportunity to 
interact and love-on some of the younger kids who live at the home. It was a joy and pleasure to spend some quality time with 
them.   

Your financial support and participation is always needed to continue Garber’s ministry in Russia.  We typically alternate our 
trips’ focus between relationship building and vision care.   Additional support at the orphanage for specific facility needs is given 
directly through Children’s Hope Chest.  We are hopeful you would answer God’s call and consider joining a future trip.  The 
ministry welcomes all who are able to travel long distances and have the ability to walk more than 1 mile each day.  Having some 
men on the trip would be an asset to the team. Children in Russia, as a whole, do not have positive male role models in their life.   
If you can’t travel, maybe you would consider sponsoring a child who is currently living at the orphanage? The kids look forward 
to regular letters, and your sponsorship provides them with frequent visits from a Discipler who cares and ministers to them when 
we are not there. If you would like more information on a future trip or sponsorship please contact Patti Smith in the church office. 

Stay tuned….Look for some personal reflections from team members about our 2019 trip in future Newsletters.  Thanks again for 
supporting the Russian ministry. –Patti Smith, Trip Leader 
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MOSAIC NEWS 
 

What a fun night was had by over 60 Garber friends at the Down East Wood Ducks baseball game in Kinston on June 30.   
Kingswood Kids and volunteers, families’ children and grandchildren and senior adults filled Section One of the stadium 
and filled the air with cheers, applause, and laughter as the Kinston team took on Salem. Aromas of popcorn, hotdogs,     
nachos & cheese, pizza, barbeque, etc. filled the air as everyone enjoyed a night out at the ballgame! Gosh, we have such a 
fun time together, no matter where we are! If you have not come to any of our MOSAIC events, you might want to check 
them out…Christian friends in fellowship with one another, “living, loving, and laughing” together; enjoying and            
appreciating God’s world and the bonds of friendship.  
 

July brings another MOSAIC fun event that you might want to consider. Put it on your calendar and join us: 
 

Tuesday, July 9  9:30am - 11:30am 
Senior Game Day 

Help pack ASP Energy Cans; enjoy light refreshments and play a variety of games with Christian friends 
 

Check out our August event and come join us: 
 

Tuesday, August 13  12:00 noon 
“LUNCH OUT” at Carolina Grill 

 
Sign up with Sue Webb, Senior Adult Ministries Coordinator by calling the 

church office M - TH 8:00-5:00 or Friday 8:00 - 12:00 at 252-637-4022.            
You may also email your reservation to swebb@garberumc.com. 

Covenant Discipleship  
 

You have been learning about the Covenant Discipleship group idea for the past two months.  Last month you read that we 
make a commitment to be accountable.  Let’s explore that a bit. This word “accountability” is often seen as confining.  This 
past year in CD we have found the opposite to be true.  Accountability freed us to grow, change, and establish discipline.  
This growth enhanced our relationship with Christ.  
 

I was part of the pilot CD group and made a five month commitment without really understanding exactly what it was all 
about.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, we wrote a covenant including acts of compassion, justice, worship and devotion.  As we 
grew in our discipleship, we revised our covenant several times.  For me it has been a real growth experience, both in faith 
and “friends in faith”. 
 

Do you have a desire to deepen your faith and your relationship with Jesus Christ?  You are invited to attend the               
information/sign up meeting. The meeting is at 3pm on Sunday, August 11. Come and hear more details.  Mary Peterson 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com

