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The 

 

I came in last evening after a packed day beginning with Men’s Bible Study 
and ending with the Church Council. Duke’s basketball game against Jeff 
Capel’s Pitt Panthers was on the television. I sat down with a cup of        
coffee, and took a quick look at the news on my digital device.  
 
(Keeping up with news is, in my opinion, an important pastoral duty. No 
district superintendent nor Staff-Parish Relations Committee has ever 
raised “news knowledge” at any annual evaluation. Not withstanding that 

oversight, being conversant with the news is important to me. It guides my prayers, informs sermon directions, 
and helps me live as a citizen in this great country.) 
 
On my news site were two articles regarding polyamory. Both were extolling the “mainstreaming” of such      
relationships in television and streaming media and in other cultural institutions like plays and print. Each also 
sought to humanize the topic with photographs and life story vignettes.  
 
With a quick “link click,” I was reading the story of a California “trouple” who are anticipating a commitment    
service in February. Already this threesome has a legally married husband and wife, married in Connecticut. 
They now include another female school teacher who is equally attracted to each of the other two. This 
“trouple” intends a commitment service on February 22. I wondered, the article did not say, whether or not a 
United Methodist Pastor was officiating in a United Methodist sanctuary. 
 
Many couples I have served never worried about a substantial understanding of marriage – what it is, why it 
was established, who established it, what makes a Christian marriage – in part, because they could trust their 
pastors and their Church understood these things.  Our hymnal declares, “The covenant of marriage was      
established by God, who created us male and female for each other.” (p. 864) Now we live in a time in which 
this affirmation is under fire. In the United Methodist Church, there are some who believe this to be                 
discriminatory and mistaken. This debate has now brought the United Methodist Church to the brink of division. 
 
There are some things I want you to know. 
 
First, your Church Council is staying abreast of what is occurring in the denomination. These wonderful,      
Christian leaders are seeking to serve as wise stewards of Christ’s ministry in and through Garber Church at a 
time such as this. Please pray for your leaders. 
 
Second, I placed a letter to the congregation in the Sanctuary’s Narthex and Morris Hall’s foyer. The letter     
responds to the flurry of reports regarding “The Protocol” which was released this month as a plan for             
separation. I invite you to read the letter. 
 
Third, we have a group who gather every Wednesday afternoon to intercede for the United Methodist Church 
in these troubled times. This is a prayer group. Its purpose is to pray although there is a brief study as their 
time begins.  To participate come to Room 222 on Wednesdays at 3:45 p.m. 
 
Fourth, I will lead a Bible study on Wednesday evenings beginning March 4. The United Methodist Church has 
been unashamedly a people “of one book” since our inception. We will read and study the passages of        
Scripture that are germane to present discussions. 
 

 
(continued on page 2) 
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MOSAIC News 

 

We hope that you have received a MOSAIC brochure by now and have put the  
upcoming events for February through May on your calendar.  You don’t want to 
miss out on our great events!  
 

Our next event will be on Friday evening, 
February 28 from 5:00 to 7:30. We will have a fun 
night celebrating the birthdays of our group. Be 
sure to sign up and give us your birthday month. 
There will be lots of good food, fun, and fellowship! 
Please make you reservations with 
swebb@garberumc.com. or call the church office, 
637-4022.  

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year will be February 25 - 28.  Registration will be finalized for 
currently enrolled families Tuesday, February 25. Currently enrolled families must pay the registration 
fee by that date.  Registration will be open to Garber Church members on Wednesday, February 26. On 
Thursday, February 27 registration will be open to the community.  Registration hours for each day will 
be 8:30 AM - 12 PM 

During our open registration process, all applications must be presented in person. Once those present 
have registered, mailed in forms will be processed.   A completed registration form and a                      

non-refundable registration fee of $200.00/child and $100.00 per additional child within a family is due at the time of 
registration.  Checks should be made payable to Garber Preschool.   
 
Call the Preschool Office for more information 252-637-7339 or email preschool@garberumc.com 

Wednesday Night Adult Study 

March 4 - April 1         Morris Hall    

Please join Pastor David for supper and a discussion on these topics.  

 It is important for everyone to be informed at this point in our church life.   

There will be sign up sheets for the meal in bulletins in late February. 

Fifth, while your church leadership is seeking to be prepared, there are presently no decisions for us to make. 
Choices will become defined when the General Conference of the United Methodist Church meets from May 5 
to May 15 in Minneapolis.  We remain a congregation who follows the teaching and directions of the Book of 
Discipline. We remain a congregation who seeks to love the God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with all our heart, 
mind, soul, and strength. We are determined to glorify God, to strengthen our discipleship, to deepen our love 
for one another, and to reach the world with the wonderful love of Jesus Christ and his church. 
 
Jeremiah reminded God’s people when they were under pressure, “‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ 
declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call 
upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and find Me when you search for 
Me with all your heart.’”  Jeremiah 29:11–13 (NASB95) 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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Living Proof Live with Beth Moore 
Popular speaker/author Beth Moore will be holding a conference in Wilmington on April 24 - 25, 
2020.  We have a very limited number of tickets and hotel rooms advance booked.  Tickets are 
$65/ea and the hotel rooms will be appx. $60 or less, depending on the number of people in the 
room.  If you are interested in attending this event, please contact Mary Coleman at 637-4022. 

Evening of Praise – Sunday Feb 16 - 6pm – in Room 123.  
Come join Matt and Mary Hannah Johnson for an evening of intimate worship 
and prayer, as we draw close to the throne of grace and spend some time at the 

feet of Jesus. Not a performance, just a time of adoration as we seek His face and 
contend on behalf of Garber Church.   

Dear Mr. Banks, 
 
 ...thank you for the use of Garber again for Breakfast with Santa.  It is above and beyond that you all open 
the church to the Foundation for such a large community event.  Please know your staff was awesome yet again!  
They make it very easy to set up and break down.   
 
 Thank you again for the spirit filled space for Breakfast With Santa.  Our net proceeds from the event were 
a bit over 50k; 100% going into the community with our patient assistance program. 
 
 Thank you to you and your church for genuinely walking the talk. 
 
 Thank you, Garber UMC, for your support of the chapel in the cancer center.  It will offer respite for all 
those who enter!   
 
 Sincerely and gratefully, 
 
 Jill S. Thompson 
 Executive Director, CarolinaEast Foundation 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 
4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 
Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

 

Covered Dish Fellowship Meal 

Sunday, March 1 at 5:30 p.m. 

Morris Hall 
Join your Garber Family for a delicious pot luck meal!  Garber has always boasted of great cooks — so now is 

the time to bring your favorite, most special recipe and share it with your church family! 

Meal suggestions: 

Bring 2 dishes that will feed your family + 2 people 

Try to bring dishes in 2 different categories (i.e. a dessert and a veggie; a veggie and a meat/main dish, etc.) 

Bring all items, if possible, in throw away containers  

OR label your containers clearly and pick them up at end of the event. 

Try to meet at least 2 new people during the event! 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone on this evening!  Mark your calendars today :)  

 


