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From Pastor David, 
 

Two days ago, Jerri and I shared in the wedding of our daughter Joeli to Randy. During the weekend, Jerri mentioned that our 
wedding during the ADVENT season drew to mind the Bible’s use of wedding language for the Advent of Jesus. Seeing our 
daughter dressed so beautifully brought to mind Revelation 21:2, “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.” 
 

In our Word and Rhythm reading for Wednesday, December 4, Jesus is answering the question from the disciples, “What will 
be the sign of Your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3) Included in his answer about his advent (coming) is    
The Parable of the Ten Virgins. The image of a wedding is used to give understanding to his expected advent. The parable    
concludes, “Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day or the hour.” (25:13) 
 

I write to remind us not to lose Advent in our move to Christmas. We are significantly attentive to Christmas at this time of the 
year. It powerfully claims time and resources. However, Advent is the lens through which we look at Christmas.  The popular 
alternative, looking at Advent through the lens of Christmas distorts the intended vision. Advent does not prepare us for      
Christmas; Christmas is a step in the redemption that prepares us for Advent. 
 

We are the Bride awaiting the groom.  At the Advent of the Groom, will be the fulfillment of what was spoken through John in 
his Revelation.  
 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell 
among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the 
first things have passed away.  

 Revelation 21:2–4         

CHRISTMAS is a bold step toward the final Advent of Jesus Christ. In the annual retelling of the Gospel story, we assign 
twelve days to Christmas.  However, it is too powerful to contain it. It pushes forward so that much of the calendar since 
Thanksgiving is about Christmas. That is so much the case in our culture that many speak of Advent in the short-sighted terms 
of getting ready for Christmas. 
 

With all its demands, I cannot help but wonder whether our focus on Christmas is an attempt to tame what is by its nature      
untamable. To use an analogy, we have brought a tiger into our homes, and we expect it behave like a kitten.  
 

Rightly do we celebrate.  God the Son has come among us. The Virgin’s child reveals the light and life of the eternal Godhead. 
Our beloved hymn, O Come, All Y e Faithful, poetically captures the incarnation in these lyrics, 
 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,  
lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb;  
Son of the Father, begotten, not created;  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Such a self-giving, such a coming is disruptive and life changing.  Zacharias and Elizabeth experienced the disruption.  Joseph 
did as well.  His plans for marriage were changed, and only a word from God helped him stay his course.  Mary, most of all, 
experienced the untamable, life-altering, world-blessing power of Christmas. She risked the most, and the story of salvation 
cannot be told without her. She is a premier example of how one responds to the disruptive, life-changing power of God in   
Jesus Christ. “Behold,” Mary said, “the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38) By 
faith, she received the Savior. 
 

The ancient hymnwriter, Ephraim Syrus, wrote, “"We come to see thee as God, and, Lo! Thou art a man:  We come to see Thee 
as a man, and there shineth forth the light of Thy Godhead." 
 

(continued on page 2) 
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Children’s Hope Chest Russian Ministry:  A personal reflection by  

Cathy Doty 
Isaiah 61:3 tells us that God is able “…..to bestow on (us) a crown of beauty instead of ashes…”.   
 

This verse came to my mind as our team was reunited once again with the Children’s Hope Chest 

Staff in Kostroma, and I hugged my friend, Natasha.  I have known her for 15 years and have 

watched her transition from a translator to a discipler to a member of the administration in the 

Kostroma Ministry Center.  She is college educated and speaks several languages.  She is a    

sister, aunt, and role model for the children she serves.  As impressive as she has been over the 

years helping us during our trips and eye examinations, her life story is even more incredible. 

Natasha embodies the scripture from Isaiah. 
 

Natasha grew up in a Russian orphanage, and has openly shared how dark, bleak, and hopeless 

her life was there.  Abandoned by her parents, she and her siblings were hungry every day.  One 

day when she thought she just could not make it one more foodless day, Americans arrived at 

her orphanage with fresh fruit, vegetables, meat, and more groceries than she had ever seen.    

Natasha knew from that point forward that she wanted to help orphans for the rest of her life.  

She wanted to give them hope, as the American friends had given her. 
 

My God moment was the reunification of our Garber team members with Natasha, her Russian 

CHC Team, and the children in our two orphanages.  The children have always welcomed us, but 

they see something in Natasha that we can never offer them—a story of beauty from orphan 

ashes. 
 

Natasha and her team make it possible for God to work through Garber in Russia.  She has been 

an inspiration for me in my life.  She has helped me realize that God’s purpose for each of us can 

have a powerful ripple effect, if we submit to His will and trust Him.  He takes our ashes and 

produces beauty and love for others.     

EPIPHANY adds to the beautiful Gospel story.  John the Baptist, after Herod imprisoned him, heard reports about all Jesus 
was doing. He sent two of his followers to Jesus to ask this question, “Are you the Expected One, or do we look for someone 
else?” (Luke 7:19) The literal translation for “Expected One” is the “Coming One” or the “Advent One.”  Some translation say, 
“the one who was to come.” (NIV) 
 

We might wonder why John who is so spiritually perceptive is asking this question. He was aware of the birth stories around 
his kinsman whose mother Mary visited his own mother Elizabeth after Mary became pregnant.  John, himself, leaped in     
Elizabeth’s womb at the sound of Mary’s voice.  John baptized Jesus and witnessed the Spirit of God descend upon the       
Messiah as he heard the voice, “This is my beloved Son.”  (Matthew 3:17)  John declared, “behold the lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world.” (John 1:29) 
 

So why did John ask the question? The answer is that there was a hiddenness to Jesus. Like a present wrapped in anticipation 
of a moment of revealing, Jesus’ full identity needed unveiling, an epiphany.   
 

Epiphany celebrates and remembers those moments of revealing, of “a-ha!” in the life of Jesus which gave fuller indication of 
who Jesus is: the visit from the Magi; his baptism with the descent of the Holy Spirit and the voice from heaven; changing   
water to wine; the lame walking and the blind seeing; the raising of Lazarus from the dead; the request by the Greeks to see 
Jesus; and the transfiguration. 
 

Of course the day of final unwrapping is an Advent hope.  However, Christmas gave us a grand hint as to who this gift is.  
Epiphany tells of other significant hints.  Lent and Holy Week are also revealing. Easter is profoundly telling as Jesus rises 
from the dead and ascends into heaven.  Pentecost guides us into the truth. We, therefore, know that day is coming when the 
bridegroom receives his bride.  What a glorious Advent that will be.  We shall see him as is he is. 
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Join us for Session 3 of Recharge!  
(Garber’s Wednesday Night Programming for Children) 

Wednesday Nights, Jan. 15th - Feb. 12th 

5:00—7:00 p.m. 

 

In Session 3 we will be working with the Whirl curriculum again!  We will be learning how to put God first,  

follow God in all we do, learn of God’s amazing love, and so much more! 
 

You can find the registration form for Session 3 at www.connect2garber.com.   
 

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday Nights!!! 

Wednesday Adult Small Group Studies Resuming in January 
We will once again offer small group studies beginning January 15 for five weeks.  Current groups that have 
been meeting for some time are closed but there is always the option to begin new groups either at the 
church or in a new home.   

The new study title will be announced in early January. 

Please register your interest for a new small group by emailing mcoleman@garberumc.com before 
January 10.  If you are  willing to host a small group, please communicate that, as well.  There will  
also be registration inserts in the bulletins in early January. 

  

  Russian Ministry 2020 Trip Information! 
We are very excited to announce that a 10 day trip is currently being organized 
for May 7-16, 2020 to visit Garber’s sponsored orphanages in Russia. The trip will 
focus on relationships and possible service opportunities within the communities.  
If you have a passion for missions and enjoy traveling internationally, please       
consider joining the team.  Deadlines are quickly approaching.  We can take between 
6 and 12 people depending on the interest. You must have a valid passport to be    
eligible to travel.  If you would like more information regarding cost, scholarships, 
and further requirements pertaining to the trip, please contact Patti Smith at the 
church within the next few weeks.   

Appalachia Service Project  
Summer Work Team Interest Meeting 

Sunday, January 26 at 12:15 pm following worship services 
Room 123; lunch included! 
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Garber Team Returns from Kenya! 
 

What a blessing it was for our team to serve at the Mutiini Church in the Rift Valley of Kenya!  It’s 
hard to describe in words the overwhelming feelings as we worked with these precious people!  The first 
Sunday we were in Kenya (11/10), we dedicated the baptismal pool that Garber had built for the church.  

We also fed the members, which were 200+ adults and children.  After the service and lunch, we handed 
out dolls and pillows to the children that the Stitches of Love sewing group had made.  On December 1st, 

Rick and I were able to witness the historical baptism of 18 members of the church.  Our hearts were 
again filled with thanksgiving! 

The week we served in the camp, we put together 30 food bags which consisted of maize flour, 
sugar, soap, salt, cooking oil, and rice and then visited families in their homes, presented them with the 
bags, and prayed with each family.  As I said before, words just do not describe the blessings we received.  

I only wish we could have given out more bags.   
Theresa and I conducted a hygiene class for 50+ women on Monday morning while Rick and 

Wally began painting the church.  The women were so grateful for the hygiene bags we gave each of 
them.  A huge “thank you” again to the Stitches of Love sewing group for making tote bags for each 

woman to have.   
Even though Rick and Wally were not able to do any actual work on the house that Garber built 

for a family in the camp, we were able to visit and monitor the progress each day.  The picture below tells 

it all!  Eunice and her family were so excited to have a home now made from stone and not from sheet 
metal!  It is a two room house but one that will be a home to Eunice, her husband and their six children.  

Eunice and Lucy, her oldest daughter, were two of the members who were baptized on December 1st.  
Thanks be to God! 

Our team purchased and handed out 30 blankets to some of the elderly people in the camp.  We 
could have easily doubled that number.  The needs are just so great!   

Lastly, Fredrick, the builder, has broken ground on the library and dug the footings!  Hopefully the 
library will be complete in a month and will serve not only as a library but a sewing room for the ladies of 
the church.  I will share more about the progress of the library as I get updates. 

I could go on and on about what we did and what we saw!  We hope to set a time when we can 
share our experience with all of you.  Look for the date and time in the a future newsletter.   

Our main purpose in going on this trip was to build relationships with the people in the camp and 
the members of the church.  We definitely did this and also were able to share our love for Christ.  We 

hope our relationship with the Mutiini Church will continue for many years to come.  Thank you,      
Garber, for allowing us to go!  It is a trip we will never forget!              By Jan Hemphill, trip leader 

Eunice and her family in 
their new house!   

Garber Mission Committee 
allotted funds from the 
Kenya line item to build 
this home ($700) and the 
new baptismal pool 
($1200) seen on the next 
page. 
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Left and below:  
the Baptismal 
Pool given by 
Garber Church 
to the Mutini 
Church so that 
Pastor John 
might be able 
to perform  
regular baptism 
services! 

Below:   

the Garber Team (Wally Rich, Theresa 
Weatherly, Jan Hemphill, Rick 
Hemphill), along with Mutini Church 
members, dedicate the new baptismal 
pool. 
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GriefShare will be hosting a one day seminar,  

“Loss of a Spouse”,  Jan. 18, 10am - noon, in Room 123.   

Please contact Christy DelMastro for more info and to register:   

638-4165, 626-4906 or schmoozerc@suddenlink.com 

 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Report 
Our 2019 Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Campaign proved to be another great year for 
Garber Church!  As an area collection center, we collected 2,717 shoeboxes and utilized 32    
volunteers for a total of 130.5 hours of volunteer time.  Many of our drop-off customers were 
repeat shoe box deliverers and made a special effort to drop their boxes at Garber for the 
relationships they have developed at our center in the past.  They also like the hot cider and  yummy cookies! 
Garber Church alone contributed 917 shoe boxes!  These boxes were prepared by individual packers, Sunday School 
packers, FUEL student packers, and RECHARGE children packers!  Some packers, like the Motley Sunday School class, 
worked on shoe boxes all year long!  Others packed in less time but with just as much love!  Thank you also to the 
Stitches of Love ministry that sewed 400 tote bags to put in shoe boxes.   
Thank you, Garber Church, for your continued support of this important ministry to children around the world!  Never 
under-estimate the power of one shoe box!  It carries with it the Gospel message, an offer of learning, and the           
opportunity of Salvation to the child who receives it!   

 

GriefShare is a special weekly

seminar and support group

designed to help you rebuild

your life. We know it hurts,

and we want to help  

Christy DelMastro 

252-626-4909 

schmoozerc@suddenlink.net 

Begins February 5th   

10am – 12pm 

ACCESS membership class 

ACCESS membership classes start Sunday, January 12 at 9:30am.   
We will meet Sunday, January 12, 19, 26 and February 2.  

Attendance in the classes does not commit you to membership, but 
provides a way to explore Garber Church and discern if God is leading 
you to join.  To sign-up, email Pastor Matthew Atha at 
matha@garberumc.com or call the church office at 637-4022. 

mailto:schmoozerc@suddenlink.net
mailto:matha@garberumc.com
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MOSAIC NEWS 

Garber MOSAIC Seniors enjoyed a night at MIKE’s FARM on December 5, bringing 
in the Christmas season with a delicious buffet supper, Holiday show and then a 
Magical Hayride through the Festival of Lights! What fun and fellowship was had 
by all! 
 

The MOSAIC Senior Ministry accomplished so much over the past year. Not  only 
did we have lots of fun and build lasting Christian relationships, we were able to 
impact our community in a wide variety of ways. We traveled, shared meals          
together and particularly enjoyed our overnight trip to the MUSEUM of the Bible, 
AMISH COUNTRY, and to see the Sight-N-Sound performance of “JESUS”. 
 

Some of our outreach and mission endeavors, included forming a “Calling Tree” for 
checking on Garber members after Hurricanes Florence and Dorian, making a       
donation to NOAH at Easter, packing ASP energy cans for the Garber ASP team, 
sponsoring a Family Fun Mission Night where old and young Garber members 
packed hygiene kits for the homeless, activity kits and quilts for “Reviving Lives” 
Ministry, collected food for RCS, potted plants for the senior shut-ins and made 
cards for all of the prepared kits, made a donation to Samaritan’s Purse for the 
“Greatest Journey” booklets to share God’s love around the world, and stuffed 
stockings for our Kingwood Kids.   
 

We appreciate all who have participated in this 2019 Garber Senior Ministry, and 
we look forward to another fun filled time of fellowship and outreach in 2020.      
Information for the 2020 calendar will be sent out the first week of January. 

Wishing each of you a very Merry Christmas and  
a most blessed and Happy New Year!     

A huge " THANK YOU" goes out to all of you for your wonderful support of our recent UMW bake sale and pecan sale. Cakes, 
cookies, candy, pies, and specialty items such as quiches and salsa were offered, along with pizza  and chicken casseroles. We 
are grateful for all of our superb cooks who prepared the items, our many willing workers who helped in the making of the  
casseroles, and everyone who helped on Sunday to make the day run smoothly!  But most of all, we are thankful for your       
generosity, which enabled us to realize a profit of over $2,650, all of which will go to support local missions. 

 
Our pecan sale was also a success because of your generosity in purchasing delicious pecans for cooking 
and eating and/or buying those chocolate covered pecans or clusters as gifts or as a special treat to        
yourself. I'll bet you couldn't eat just one!! Many of you also told your friends, neighbors, bridge or other 
social groups about the our sale, and that helped to increase sales this year from 23 cases to 26 cases (24 
bags per case). Profit from the sale was $3,000, which will also be shared with local missions. Many 

thanks have to go to all the people involved in the sale; people ordering, people bagging all the individual orders, ones helping 
with pick-up orders, special delivering of some orders, and members of the staff helping from the first delivery to the sale of the 
last bag! You'll be hearing about our 2020 sale in mid to late September. Be ready!! 
 
Of course, none of this would be possible without God's gifts to us, which we are to share in love with others. We thank Him for 
allowing us to be His hands and feet and ask for His guidance as we share our bounty with others who are less fortunate. 
 
May God bless each of you during this Christmas season!  
The Garber United Methodist Women  
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Garber United Methodist Church 
4201 Country Club Rd 
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