The

Wednesday Evening Studies Look
Different For Early 2019!

Although our Small Group Studies on Wednesday
evenings have been highly successful, we will not
use this format to kick off 2019. Beginning
Wednesday, January 16, we will have a 4 week
churchwide opportunity to learn about how our
church works within the larger scope of the
United Methodist Church, how we function under
The Book of Discipline, and what our future
holds for us. These sessions will be very timely
as we enter into a General Conference Session —
the highest governing body of the worldwide
United Methodist Church — in February. The
decisions made by this session will likely effect
every UMC, and we must all be informed. Please
read David’s article beginning on page 5.
Sign up sheets for the class will be available in
early January to aid the staff in dinner and
material preparations. We look forward to a
nice and informative time together! Please plan
to join us!

WEDNESDAY RECHARGE!
Join us on Wednesday nights beginning January 9th
for our Recharge! Winter Session
As we gather each week, we will explore God's word, helping kids learn
to follow Jesus and gain a better understanding of what it means
to be a Christian.

Recharge! is our mid-week ministry for children
3 years old through 5th grade.
(Children participating must have turned 3 by August 31st, 2018.)
Winter Session: January 9th - February 13th
5-7 p.m.
Our mid-week ministry is a combination of Bible time, dinner, and music
worship. During this winter session we will be using
The Circle Maker curriculum for kids!
This is a wonderful curriculum that teaches kids the importance of
knowing God’s truths and then praying God’s truths each day!

Confirmation
The word “confirmation” means to make strong, to strengthen, to make firm. We use it to entitle a specific rite in the church
wherein we seek to strengthen the spiritual stance and convictions of those being confirmed. Like so many of our spiritual acts,
confirmation can be considered from three sides: the God side, the church side, and the adherent side.
Confirmation is actually a rite acted in worship. The church lays hands upon the adherent and prays for his/her spiritual vitality. It
is associated with baptism, and it assumes the baptism of all who are to be confirmed. For some, baptism and confirmation can be
immediately sequential. For others, years might separate two acts. God uses the church to baptize and to confirm.
The adherent in confirmation affirms the vows of his/her baptism. In summary, the vows express repentance of sin and turning to
God, confession of faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and accountability in the church of Jesus Christ.
We believe that God acts through the Holy Spirit directly in the adherent and also indirectly through the church. Where there is a
public profession of faith, God enabled it. Incorporation into the body of Christ by baptism is a divine act. Strengthening, as
confirmation seeks, is the work of God’s Holy Spirit through the church.
The adherent professes, the church baptizes and confirms, and God unites the person with the body and strengthens him/her for a
life in Christ and in service to Christ.
Our Confirmation studies will begin January 13, 2019 and continue each Sunday afternoon from 3:00 - 4:15 until June 2, 2019.
Confirmation will occur on the Day of Pentecost, June 9, 2019. Break Sundays are February 24, April 14, and April 21. We ask
students to attend weekly worship, AMX or FUEL (or both), to read the Gospel of Luke, and to have no more than 2 absences. We
invite any middle or high school student to participate. Those who have previously been confirmed are welcome to participate.

Confirmation seeks to strengthen what has already graciously occurred in a student’s life. The classes seek to give clarity and
explanation to God’s work and help in developing a lifetime of Christian formation. Both David A. Banks and Drew Demarest
can address your questions. Session will meet on Sunday afternoons from 3:00 until 4:15 p.m.
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Safe Sanctuary Training To Be Held!
We will have Safe Sanctuary Classes on
Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 1:00 pm and 7:00 pm in Room 123
Please call the church office to sign up for
the class time of your choosing!
All teachers/leaders who work with children/students or anyone who works with vulnerable
adults, does home visits for the church, or meets one on one with care receivers
must have this training.

Appalachia Service Project
Mission Trip
Summer 2019 Interest Meeting
Sunday, January 13, Room 123,
following 11 am Worship Services

GriefShare is a special weekly
seminar and support group
designed to help you rebuild
your life. We know it hurts,
and we want to help

Christy DelMastro
252-626-4909
schmoozerc@suddenlink.net
Begins February 6th
10am – 12pm

Garber sends work teams of students and adults to the
Appalachian region each summer to do home repair.
If you are interested in being an adult worker and
chaperone this summer, please come find out
what it entails. We need good adults to make this trip
happen for our students!
Who unlocks and locks the church doors on Sunday morning?
It takes a team of volunteers each Sunday to rotate through the year’s calendar
to open and close the buildings for worship and Sunday school each week. We
have many who have been doing the job for quite a while and would love to
have some new people join them. The more people on the team the less often
everyone is committed. It is not difficult and does not require a lot of time,
just dedication on your designated Sunday. Schedules are flexible and can be
easily swapped to fit any plans that may come up. Let 2019 be the year you’re
called to be a part of this ministry. Contact Patti Smith at the church office to
add your name to 2019 calendar!

Building Committee
Your Charge Conference met on November 19 under the leadership of the Reverend Linda Taylor. As part of the
business, we have elected a Building Committee. The presenting need is significant repair to our sanctuary roof
structure. Other opportunities include updating our facilities to current accessibility standards. We are early in this
process. The committee is chaired by Allison McCollum.
Members include:
Steve Stroud, Mike Maher, Jonathan Wilkins, Jacob Hicks, Dan Roberts, John Wickham, Allison Simmons, David
Gardner, Max Thompson, and Carol Crayton. Ex Officio members are the Senior Pastor; Minister of Worship Arts;
Ministry Coordinator; Facilities Coordinator; Trustee Representative; and Lay Leaders.
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As the year comes to a close, we reflect, a bit emotionally . . . .
2018 has been quite the year! So many positive things — Walk Thru the Bible, small group studies, new
classes, great worship services — but also a major hurricane that literally brought us to our knees! And
yet, out of that devastation and destruction, God has worked miracles, our people have given generously,
a helping spirit has settled over our people, and we met our new friends from Eight Days of Hope.
Thanks be to God!
There was such an abundant outpouring of financial love from our church and from other parts of the
state. Here are some ways we have been and continue to help:


So many, many food and hygiene items were sent that were distributed thru our existing network of
families with Backpack Blessings, Inc. Without that existing network, there would have been a
significant delay and randomness in our need to help.



One church from Asheville (Linda Jones, our former music director’s church) sent almost $4,000 in
Walmart gift cards; these cards are being used to help families all over Craven County with Christmas!
We gifted a Havelock school with gift cards for 10 families — the teachers at that school will shop
for the families to give them a special Christmas.



Funds that came in both from Garber folks and others are being used to assist, on a growing basis,
those who lost their homes or jobs due to the hurricane. One example, 5 teachers from J T Barber
school lost their homes and possessions; Garber has used these funds to help in a significant way with
these families.



We are preparing as a church to host work teams that come to the area to help with the rebuilding
process. We have this wonderful facility and the desire to help!



In addition to hurricane relief, the Garber Mission Committee budgeted and has been able to pay
$20,000 to Religious Community Services (RCS), $20,000 to RCS capital fund, $4,000 to
Backpack Blessings, $300/mo to Merci Clinic, $400/mo to the Hemphill Family missionaries in Kenya,
send 2 mission trips to Haiti, one to Russia, one to Appalachia Service Project, $100/mo to FCA,
$1,500 to OCC Shoe Box shipping, and helped many local people with electric and rent bills that were
not storm related. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

As we look to 2019, we pray for no storms! We are excited that Garber will host both a vision clinic

and a dental clinic this coming fall. We are excited for the possibility that Eight Days of Hope will come
back to do a “Rebuild” if a community coalition can be established to host the many volunteers that will
come with that opportunity. We look forward to another Walk Thru the Bible event — this time we
will “walk thru” the New Testament, followed by a 6 week study of the same. We are excited that in
2019 Garber Church turns 60, so we will celebrate! And many other opportunities will present
themselves that will call us to step out and serve our Lord! No doubt that Garber will answer each of
those calls!
We are surely blessed in so many ways! Thank you for supporting the needs of others so graciously and
willingly this year. With God’s help, we will be “Garber Strong” in 2019!

Mary Coleman
Ministries Coordinator
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To My Family of Faith,
Thank you. Words really are inadequate for what loving care you have shown
to me and I know to so many in the aftermath of Florence. Your
thoughtfulness shown by your presence in simple tasks, major tasks and the
loving kindness of a hug, touch or tear. God’s grace abounds...over flows not
only in our community of faith but also into our larger life of being in
community. Our Lord is alive and well! Fully in our presence, and you are
all true servants of the Lord. In love and gratitude, Catherine Cooper

To my precious Garber Church family: greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I am writing to thank
each one of you that has called, texted, sent cards of encouragement, and prayed for me during this time of trials. I have
been blessed beyond measure by your love from those in my TIE class, Monday Morning Bible Study, MOSAIC,
Harrison Circle and Kingswood.
I, too, am so saddened to hear of all the tragedies that my dear church families have suffered. But our God promises us
that He will NEVER, NEVER, NEVER leave us nor forsake us. Theses promises from our Father in Heaven are what I
cling to every minute of every day!
Please continue to pray for complete healing of my arm/shoulder and that God will guide me re: my flooded home. My
love and prayers for you all, Frances Hamilton
A Note of Thanks:
As we continue to respond after Hurricane Florence, your generosity enabled a gift to The Filling Station. Located in
Pollocksville, The Filling Station is the ministry of nearly 20 Jones County Churches offering ministry that is very similar
to what is offered through RCS, Religious Community Service, here in New Bern. We received this handwritten note:

Dear David,
The generous donation from Garber United Methodist Church is at work filling people’s needs brought about by
Hurricane Florence. Recovery is a long and daunting process; but gifts like yours enable this Mission to fulfill its
commitment to continue providing for those in recovery as well as for others’ unmet spiritual, nutritional, and
development needs.
Gratefully,
The Filling Station
Dear Garber Family.
God is Love! Your giving of love every day to me with your
prayers fills me with much gratitude.
Thank you very much to so may who did so much in helping me
after the Florence disaster…especially to my dear friend, Polly
Morris, for the welcome to live in her home, after mine was hit by
the storm.
Your compassion continued for me as I was hospitalized. Thank
you for continuing to pray also and, Pastor David for your visit,
special prayers and support.
All of your prayers have helped and have been answered. I felt
very blessed as I recovered and feel stronger each day. God is
good!
During this season of celebrating the Birth of Jesus, may each of
your homes be filled with peace and joy. Warm wishes for a very
Merry Christmas with my love. Sincerely, Trudy Glaser
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From the Senior Pastor:
The Way Forward

Coming to the new year, one matter of concern before us is The W ay Forward. The Way Forward is the title of a report
containing three proposals regarding human sexuality and church unity. It is being presented to a special session of The General
Conference to be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri.
Before reading the following explanation, please mark your calendars for Wednesdays, January 16, 23, 30, and February 6. Our
pastors will lead us in understanding the decision-making process of The United Methodist Church, the history of the Church’s
teaching regarding human sexuality, the specific proposals before The General Conference, and their convictions in these
matters. Mark your calendar also for Tuesday, March 12. This will be a follow-up session to report the actions of The General
Conference. It is intentionally two weeks after the finish in order to allow time for the secretary of The General Conference to
provide an accurate summary report of the proceedings and decisions.
The General Conference alone may speak for the United Methodist Church. It meets in regular session every four years. During
a regular session, The General Conference considers literally thousands of petitions (proposals) to update or change the Book of
Discipline or to express the Church’s thought in the Book of Resolutions. The General Conference may meet in a special
session when called to do so by the Council of Bishops.
During the 2016 regular session of the General Conference, a commission was approved to examine the paragraphs in the
present Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and to explore options to strengthen the Church’s unity. This
commission was appointed by the Council of Bishops and subsequently named The Commission on the W ay Forward. That
commission finished its work and submitted a report which becomes the basis on which the special session of The General
Conference will do its work in February, 2019.
At the heart of the questions before General Conference are the Church’s beliefs and teaching around homosexuality and the
nature of marriage. Every regular session of The General Conference since 1972 has considered this topic and affirmed a
historically orthodox teaching regarding homosexuality and marriage. At times the atmosphere of The General Conference has
become heated and acrimonious. Over the years there has developed a hardened polarization. Consequently The General
Conference meeting in 2016 decided to move the discussion and debate to a special session based upon the work and proposals
of a special commission.
The Commission has delivered three proposals: (1) The One Church Plan; (2) The Connectional Conference Plan; and (3) The
Traditional Plan. Each proposal offers the entire United Methodist Church a direction regarding human sexuality, and each will
have an impact on church unity. You may read or download the entire report at
www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session. The summary that follows is very cursory.
The One Church Plan removes the formal teaching that “The United Methodist Church does not condone the practice of
homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.” (2016 Book of Discipline, para 161.G)) It
would remove the teaching that marriage is between a man and a woman only, and that this is the preferred law for civil society.
(para. 161.C)) It would remove the teaching that “sexual relations are affirmed only with the covenant of monogamous,
heterosexual marriage. (Para. 161.G)) Finally, it would remove the current prohibitions against same sex services being
performed by our pastors or conducted in United Methodist Churches. Under this plan each local church and each local pastor
would decide whether or not to affirm homosexual behavior and whether or not to allow same-sex marriage ceremonies. In
effect, it removes the arguments and the rancor from the sessions of The General Conference and transfer them to the local
churches.
The Connectional Conference Plan reconstitutes the entire United Methodist Church as three geographically overlapping
connectional conferences in which churches are aligned with one another by their theological affinity to one another on matters
of human sexuality. Some parts of The Book of Discipline will apply to all three connectional conferences. Other parts of The
Book of Discipline are adapted to the theological disposition of each connectional conference. Presently, for conversation
purposes, the three conferences are described as Progressive, Traditional, and Unity. Of the three plans, this plan will be the
most difficult to adopt because it requires a major rewriting of the Church’s Constitution. Those changes require a 66%
majority vote of the General Conference and of the aggregate votes of the annual conferences. If passed, it could produce a
scenario in which a single town could have three churches divided among three conferences under the jurisdictions of three
different bishops following three different sets of rules and guidelines and yet be considered one United Methodist
denomination.
The Traditional Plan would retain the present teaching and rules of the Book of Discipline. It would, however, seek to put in
place a greater accountability for keeping and obeying the covenant of the Discipline. Furthermore, it seeks to offer
congregations who can no longer affirm the Church’s teachings and practices a way to exit gracefully from the United
Methodist Church with all their properties and resources in tact, therefore avoiding both scores of court battles over properties
and continuing frustration over possessing mind and heart from that of the Denomination.
(Continued on next page)
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There is by default a fourth option that is rarely discussed in the formal materials. The General Conference could reject all
three proposals. If that occurs, we continue under the present Book of Discipline with its present teaching and rules. It is
also possible that an entirely new and previously unknown proposal will emerge.
Preparatory to the special session of General Conference, once The W ay Forward Report was released in late summer, your
Church Council has been studying the published materials. Previously in the spring, several of our Council participated in
informational sessions offered in North Carolina Conference’s eight districts. Because of the strong sentiments that often
surround these topics, the Garber Church Staff-Parish Relations Committee crafted and the Council received a conflict
resolution process which emphasizes reconciliation between complainants and staff members.
As a local church, we have no decisions to make, but wisely we desire that each of you is informed. Each may form an
opinion, and each may write to those persons going to the special session as delegates. Their names, eight clergy and eight
laity, are found with their contact information at www.nccumc.org/gc2016/delegation/. However, at the present time, there
are no decisions before the Garber United Methodist Church.
We are planning four instructive sessions and one follow-up session. These do not lead to any local church decisions. You
will find them helpful for writing the delegates as you will be able to speak accurately about the issues and the structure of
the church. You will possibly find them helpful in understanding the hearts and minds of your pastors. We pray the meetings
prevent you from being blind sided. We pray the meetings help us, the Garber Church, consider how better to be in Christ’s
ministry in these times. We pray we develop a better understanding of one another in mature, Christian love and discipleship.
Of course, there are risks. It is possible in our meetings or at The General Conference that one or many fail to treat others
with respect and love in Christ. It is possible that the evil one will work in our midst to bring discord and consequent
dishonor to Jesus Christ. It is possible that the whole Church and the local churches including Garber might come to point of
absolute division. However, it is also possible that God’s people will rise above the worse case scenarios so as truly to seek
and truly to accomplish all God’s designs for God’s people as light and salt.
Certainly we invite your prayers to God, your deep intercession on behalf of The United Methodist Church, The General
Conference, the delegates from all around the world, our North Carolina Conference delegates and local churches, for Garber
United Methodist Church, for our lay leaders, staff, and pastors, and for one another.
We also invite your presence on Wednesday evenings, January 16, 23, 30, and February 6. We invite your presence at the
follow-up on Tuesday, March 12.

Thank you for reading so long an article. Thank you for your every overture of faithful love for Christ through his Church.
Thank you for your part in making Garber Church such a vibrant and Christ-honoring congregation. Thank you for your
maturity in Christ that encourages us all to love and good deeds.

MOSAIC NEWS
Our MOSAIC Group has been very busy over these past weeks; Thanksgiving dinner (many visitors and our NOAH friends
in attendance), collection of gift cards for Garber college students’ exam packages, MOSAIC Christmas luncheon (what a fun
time!), and stuffing stockings for the Kingswood Kids. We also gave a donation to Oper ation Chr istmas Child shoe
boxes for the shipping of 20 boxes.
What an awesome group we are all a part of as we seek to grow God’s Kingdom and reach out into the community and world
in the name of Christ.
Thank you for all of your love and support. It is a blessing to serve in this ministry with you.
2019 is just around the corner, and our MOSAIC group has a lot of new opportunities for fun and fellowship planned. Look
for a new brochure coming out in January and mark your calendar.
Next MOSAIC event: Monday, January 28
Join us for a luncheon and hear all about Dick Rowe’s trip to China.
For reservations, contact Sue Webb at 637-4022 or swebb@garberumc.com
Wishing you peace, joy, love, and hope this Christmas season and throughout the coming year
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Mark Your Calendars Now!
Walk Thru The Bible — New Testament
Saturday, March 9, 2019
9:00—noon
If you attended last year’s Walk Thru event (OT), you know how much fun it is to learn the
stories of the Bible in a fast, memory game, hand motion kind of way!
Garber will be hosting another fun Walk Thru event for both adults/students and for children
Saturday, March 9, 2019.
You will hear LOTS more about this event in the coming new year! But go ahead and tell your
friends, co-workers, and relatives about it now and get it on their calendars, as well as yours!
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