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We are excited to announce that we will be hosting a
Walk Thru the Old Testament Live Event! Join us
on Saturday, February 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 12
noon as we learn the big picture of the Old

Testament in just a few short hours! The Live Event
is not a boring seminar or lecture. It’s an
interactive, engaging and fun way to experience the
big picture of the OT.
More than 2 million people in the United States and over 10 million people worldwide have attended the Walk
Thru the Old Testament and Walk Thru the New Testament live events, making them some of the most
attended events of all time! Join us . . . you’ll be glad you did!
The Walk Thru Live event is for adults and children: our students (grades 6-12) and adults will enjoy the event
in Morris Hall; our children 1st-5th grades will enjoy the event in the Children’s Hall. Childcare will be
provided for younger children whose parents are attending the event.
Registration is required to attend the event. The cost will be $10/pp with a family max of $30; other
scholarships are available, if needed. We want everyone to attend! Registration begins December 1 — mark
your calendars now and don’t miss this exciting opportunity for you and/or your family.
The Walk Thru the Old Testament Live Event will serve as the launch for the
God’s Grand Story Six-Week Bible Adventure in the Old Testament (see below article).

God’s Grand Story Six-Week Churchwide Bible Adventure
In the Old Testament
Have you longed for a greater understanding of the Old Testament? Have you wondered how all of the pieces
fit together? Have you been confused about all those good kings and bad kings, judges and priests, desert
experiences and messages of hope, and what it all means?
Welcome to God’s Grand Story: His Word. Your Life. In just a few short weeks, you’ll understand the big
picture of the Old Testament, and how it impacts your life personally. There are daily devotional readings
and prayers that tie into the weekly Bible study. Together, we’ll study these themes:
►Beginnings

►Wilderness Experience

►Promised Land

►United Kingdom

►Divided Kingdom
►Captivity and The Coming Kingdom
God’s Grand Story is the story of God’s work to redeem, restore, and renew His people.
Step into His Story with us beginning Wednesdays, Feb. 14
Dec. 2017/Jan. 2018

GriefShare starting in January
GriefShare provides help and encouragement after the death of a loved
one. We know it hurts, and we want to help. Sessions meet weekly for
13 weeks beginning Wed, Jan 10 from 10am - 12pm; offering support
and help while you are on your journey through grief. Classes are not
limited in size, and one can join at any point during the 13 weeks.
Please contact Christy DelMastro if you would like more information
and/or will be attending so that materials are available for everyone and
we can determine the room size needed: 252-638-4165 or e-mail schmoozerc@suddenlink.net
Amazon.com Smile

The Amazon Company is willing to make a donation to Garber United Methodist Church based on the
purchases of its customers. If one enters the Amazon site through the “Amazon Smile” portal,
smile.amazon.com, he or she can identify a favorite charity. If Garber United Methodist Church is chosen as
your charity, Amazon will donate .5% of the purchase price of all qualifying purchases.

Let’s Kick Off the New Year!
ADULT FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST
Sunday, January 7

9:00 to 9:45 a.m. in Morris Hall
Enjoy a light breakfast of muffins and cinnamon buns, coffee and juice, and fellowship
with your Garber friends. This is a great chance to meet and/or visit with those who
attend other services and also to invite folks to join your adult Sunday School Class!
Adult Sunday School will operate on an abbreviated schedule this morning, 9:50-10:30 a.m.

Don’t Miss!
Safe Sanctuary Training
Tuesday, January 9
1:00 p.m.
Please call the office to register.

Our Wednesday Night KIC Recharge! and Adult Bible Study classes will resume
Wednesday, February 14th, with a six week session of the Walk Through the Bible
follow-up study. See article on front page!
Dec. 2017/Jan. 2018

As they were about to enter the Promised Land, the people of Israel were brought to
a renewed commitment. Their lives were about to change. The manna was about to
cease. Now their supply would come from farms and vineyards as the blessing of
God through their labor, not with morning dew to be gather each day but the
Sabbath. Furthermore, they would move into permanent structures and no longer
live in tents in the wilderness. Given the changes in the way they experienced God’s
blessing and care, there was a concern that they might wrongly interpret their
situation in life. So God through Moses reminded them
"But you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make
wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this
day.” (Deuteronomy 8:18)
So how does one remember the Lord? How does one live with the perspective that he or she is blessed and cared
for by God, that it is God who provides the clothing, shelter, food, and all things to enjoy? The answer is to
worship God with the Tithe. Worship helps us remember that the Lord is at the center of our life and is the
sovereign to whom we owe all allegiance, loyalty, love and deference. The tithe is means by which we honor
him, obey him, and declare to our unruly hearts that we will not be ruled by any foreign god or by stuff, but we
will be ruled only by the King of kings and Lord of lords.
Deuteronomy repeatedly recalls the people to a previous understanding of the matters of life. “Remember,” the
writer says over and over again. Every time we are about to eat, we “remember” when we pray first and express
thanksgiving. As the day closes, we “remember” as we lead our children in prayer thanking God for his care
through the day and seeking his protection through the night. When we break the bread and lift the cup, we
“remember” the grace of God in Jesus Christ. All of these are important acts of remembering. It is, however,
through the tithe that we “remember” that we do “not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of God” (Deuteronomy 8:3). That is, every day we live by his promise and faithfulness, therefore we
can tithe knowing that he who provided to this point will provide still.

Your pledge . . .
has both a personal and a community benefit. For you personally, your pledge provides a way to pray,
to consider, and to decide how you will express your gratitude through your offerings. As so much of
our Christian life is a disciplined practice of those habits that help us grow. The pledge helps us
develop a habit of giving every bit as important to growth as prayer, worship, Bible reading, study,
fellowship, and fasting. On the church side, your pledge assists our community of faith in planning for
the year to come. One facet of envisioning our missional direction is considering and allocating the
resources in order effectively to reach the vision. While a budget seems mundane, it is, in its own right,
one way to articulate and to plan for the church’s mission.
Few of us, if any, pledge and give to the budget. We pledge and give to Jesus Christ in the hope that
he, using the offerings, will graciously work in persons’ hearts. We pledge and give to participate in
how grace is changing lives. As we participate fully in pledging and giving, we more fully become
participants in every Sunday School lesson, youth retreat, worship service, Kids in Christ gathering,
FUEL meeting, hospital visit, baptism, confirmation, and fellowship gathering.
To you who have pledged, we express our gratitude. To you who have changed lives by giving, we say
thank you. To all of us, we encourage a careful and a planned approach to giving as one dimension of
faithful Christian living. And may it be true, therefore, that God is glorified as lives are changed.

Dec. 2017/Jan. 2018

MOSAIC NEWS
(Motivated Seniors Active in Christ)
Appreciation is extended to all of our MOSAIC members who worked diligently to make “Soup for Seniors” and
prepare/serve for the October MOSAIC luncheon. Background saxophone music was provided by Pat Marino and
was so enjoyed by all participants. Karen Dodd presented a wonderful program entitled “from Writing to Quilt
Writing”, reading excerpts from her eight books and sharing her beautiful quilts. She donated three of her books
to the Library: Carolina Comfort, Down East on Nelson Island, and Begin Again, Quinn. Be sure to check those
out. We have packed shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, made “Soup for Seniors”, collected “Socks for
Seniors”, shared a Thanksgiving feast with our friends from NOAH, collected gift cards for our Garber college
students to go in a Christmas Care Package and filling Christmas stockings for our Kingswood kids. Many in our
group have participated in extending God’s love through music as they went out to NOAH and Home Place to
sing and provided music for the Thanksgiving Luncheon.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
January 23 at 12noon - MOSAIC ‘Pot Luck” luncheon
Tami Sanders from CHRISTIAN TOURS will be here to tell us about an upcoming MOSAIC sponsored
fall 2018 trip to St. Petersburg, Kentucky to see
Genesis: Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter
Date of the tour/trip will be October 1 - 4. Please consider and make your
reservations for the luncheon early so that you can hear about this awesome
4 day trip opportunity taken on a very comfortable motor coach, with tour guide.
To make reservations, contact Sue Webb, Senior Ministries Coordinator
at either 637-4022 or swebb@garberumc.com
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