
The Holy Habits of Christian Giving 
 
The Pledge: Is It Biblical? 
 
Early in my ministry a dear lady asked me that question.  Unprepared to answer her, I quickly (but incorrectly) said it was 
not, but it was practical.  Since that day, I have had occasion to reconsider my answer.  Today I would answer that the pledge 
is biblical.  It has been practiced with great spiritual benefit since the beginning of God’s gracious work with the Patriarchs 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.   
 

Abraham tithed to Melchizedek.  Jacob, having slept at Bethel and seen the ladder to heaven, pledged a tithe.  The Psalmist 
declared,  
 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
And pay your vows to the Most High. 

Psalm 50:14 
 

The sacrifice of thanksgiving was a worship offering; to “pay the vow” meant to keep one’s pledge.   
 

In the New Testament, the Christians of Macedonia and the Christians of Corinth made pledges to be paid over the course of 
one year for the relief of the suffering Christians in Jerusalem.  The Macedonians made their commitments out of their      
poverty; the Corinthians out of their wealth. The poor Christians were encouraged to do this by the testimony of the wealthier 
Christians’ actions. Paul writes 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 to encourage the Church of Corinth to complete their commitment less 
they be embarrassed when the Macedonians bring their gifts to be joined with Corinth’s. 
 

The pledge serves our spiritual life as a spiritual discipline. The pledge helps us to be intentional. It also helps us to be 
thoughtful. By means of the pledge, I can measure my growth in faith in this area of my life.   
 

The pledge also serves the body of Christ.  As we expect our leadership to be good stewards of the God’s resources, the 
pledge helps the leadership also to be intentional and planned. By means of the pledge, we can have a generally accurate 
sense of the regular income of the church so we can plan our ministry for the coming year. 
 

If you have pledged before, we would encourage you to do so again. If you have never done so, we would encourage you to 
add this spiritual practice to your life alongside of prayer, Bible reading, worship, fellowship, and others.  Make this an act of 
faith and of hope. Pledge cards are found in the Narthex entrance to the sanctuary and in the foyer entrance to Morris Hall. 
Pledge cards are also included in your contribution report. 
 

In God’s grace, may your pledge and your gifts offered in worship help you to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Tithe: Is It Biblical 
 
Many times people will ask, how much of our income do we give to God?  We cannot tell you what to give to God, but we 
can explain what the Bible says about giving to God's work.   
 

THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF THE TITHE. The word "tithe" means "a tenth" or "10%."  In the Bible, God tells us that we are to 
give the first 10% of all we earn back to Him.  Giving less than 10% is not tithing. 
 

THE BIBLE ALSO SPEAKS OF OFFERINGS, WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?  A tithe is a10% proportion of your         
income.  An offering is any amount given over and above that amount.  An offering is also anything one gives in addition to 
your tithe, such as gifts for special projects, or our mortgage reduction, or to RCS or Merci, etc.  Tithing is God's minimum 
standard, the starting point.  As God prospers us, we want to do more and give offerings.   
 

Sometimes, we are also inclined to speak of gifts less than the tithe also as offerings. These are given, and these are received 
with the humility of giving to Christ in order to continue the ministry of the Gospel. Nothing we say seeks to depreciate these 
gifts.  At the same time, until our giving reaches the 10% level, we have yet begun to tithe and give offerings in the fullest 
biblical sense. 
 

THERE ARE REASONS TO CONSIDER SERIOUSLY THE TITHE.  First, the Tithe is biblically commanded, and, second, 
Jesus commended tithing. (Leviticus 27:30; Matthew 23:23) Third, tithing helps us to give God first place in our lives. 
Fourth, tithing enables us to “prove” the presence and grace of God in our lives. (Malachi 3:10) Fifth, tithing is important to 
our spiritual growth and flourishing. (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

At whatever place one is in the practices of Christian giving, each one is encouraged to grow in this practice of faith.  If you 
rarely give, plan to give on a regular basis. If you give occasionally, but without your name attached, begin to give without 
anonymity. Attaching your name will give you a way to see clearly what and how often you are giving as our bookkeeper will 
provide you a contributions report. If you give but are not tithing, take steps to increase your giving toward a tithe.  Seek to be 
more faithful and more responsive to God’s teaching this year than you were in previous years. 
 

I have heard people say for years, and I now say it as well, “One cannot outgive God!” Writing about Christian giving, the 
Apostle described our motivation, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your 
sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9)  With the teaching about 
God’s gift, is the promise, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in           
everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.” (2 Corinthians 9:8)   


