
 

                             

  August 2022 

 

The 

Eating Out for MERCI • Meet Theresa Weatherly, Children’s Ministry Director • GriefShare Information  

A Letter from the Church Council • Kingswood: The Tradition Continues • Back to School Prayer Meeting 

 

Garber Church is excited to have the Reverend Angela Pleasants as our guest 

preacher on Sunday, August 28, for Kick-off Sunday.   
 

A graduate of Duke Divinity School and until recently, an elder in the          

Western North Carolina Annual Conference, Pleasants has served local 

United Methodist congregations across the Tar Heel state. She was elected 

to serve as a General Conference delegate in 2008, 2012, and 2016.   

 

Pleasants, a lifelong Methodist, started teaching the senior Sunday school 

class at her local church as a 16-year-old, and in college she became a             

certified lay speaker. Noting that her father’s family was Methodist, and her mother’s family was 

Baptist, she explained some members in her extended family did not think women should be            

ordained clergy.  “I struggled to discern the inward call to ministry,” she said. “But on October 

28, 1990, not only did I surrender my entire heart and soul to Jesus Christ, but I also said yes to 

the call of ordained ministry.” 

 

In addition to serving at all levels of the United Methodist Church, Pleasants has served as a              

police chaplain for three communities in North Carolina and for the United States Secret Service. 

She is a full member of the International Conference of Police Chaplains. “Working alongside law 

enforcement I’ve met men and women who care deeply for the communities they serve,” said 

Pleasants. “I’ve also noticed how often their work can be a thankless vocation. I’ve been inspired 

by their dedication, and it’s been a privilege to come alongside them and provide a non-anxious 

presence and a listening ear.” 

 

Asked what excites her about her new position with the Global  

Methodist Church, Pleasants responded, “Working with the            

Wesleyan Covenant Association in general, and chairing its 

race and ethnic equality task force team have created                       

opportunities where I can say for the first time, I feel like I’m 

part of a global church. I have a weekly dialogue with                            

individuals from various countries where I learn about their               

cultures and how faith is practiced in their communities.                     

My hope for the Global Methodist Church is that we continue                 

to strengthen our relationships with our brothers and sisters 

worldwide.” 
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Dear Members of Garber Church, 

Since my last letter to you in June, Garber’s Church 

Council has worked toward the NC United Methodist 

Conference’s requirements to hold a church wide vote 

for the purposes of disaffiliation from the United             

Methodist Church by the end of this year.  In                        

accordance with these requirements, Church Council 

has formally requested, from our District                                     

Superintendent, a date for this church wide vote for 

the purposes of disaffiliation.  We have not yet                     

received a date from him for this vote, but we                     

anticipate it will likely be in September or October.   

We will communicate this date as soon as we have it 

available.   

Church Council has also appointed a task force for the 

purpose of preparing Garber Church for our church 

wide vote for disaffiliation from the United Methodist 

Church (UMC).  The members of the task force are:  

David Banks, Mary Coleman, Shawn Doty, Jennifer 

Medlin, Judy Rafson, Dave Weatherly, Sarah                   

Weatherly, David Youngs, and myself, Josh McCollum.   

Since our informational sessions in March, we are 

aware that much confusion may have arisen with the 

postponement of General Conference.  The method by 

which were are choosing to disaffiliate has changed, 

but the problems within the United Methodist Church, 

which are our reasoning for seeking disaffiliation                    

have not: 

The United Methodist Church fails to uphold, and 

even rebels against, its own doctrine and                

discipline.  The Book of Discipline is being            

systematically ignored where it suits an agenda 

to promote unorthodox teaching.   

The disunity within the United Methodist                    

denomination is a distraction to our mission of 

making disciples of Jesus Christ for the                  

transformation of the world. 

At the end of this letter are endnotes documenting 

some problems within the United Methodist Church.  

This is by no means an exhaustive list, merely a few 

examples.  A word of caution: items 3 & 6 are videos, 

and you may find them particularly upsetting. I would 

not watch either video with small children in the room 

(item 6 particularly contains very explicit language).  

Our goal is not to upset or inflame but merely to in-

form and help everyone understand that this a real 

spiritual battle for the core of our faith.                                  

We believe what is demonstrated in the endnotes 

represents the future of the United Methodist 

Church. 
 

The problems the UMC face are pervasive,              

persistent, and Church Council also believes the 

problems are permanent.  In order to save the 

future of Garber Church, we must leave a                  

denomination that has abandoned the faithful 

orthodox teachings that Garber has always 

known and embraced and join a denomination 

that embraces the historic Wesleyan faith of our 

Methodist heritage.  The Global Methodist 

Church not only is that choice, but it is the future 

of Scripturally based, Orthodox Wesleyanism.   

I know for many of you reading this, much of the 

information communicated to you this year from 

Church Council regarding these issues and                

disaffiliation may have seemed to come from out 

of nowhere.  Although church leadership has 

been aware of these issues for years, the reality 

of the situation is that Garber has been blessed 

by God to have avoided the crisis up to this point.  

We have been blessed by pastors who have been 

faithful to the historic orthodox teachings of the 

church since our founding.  Garber has reached 

a point however, where we are one pastoral             

appointment away from the unorthodox               

progressive theology of the United Methodist 

Church.  The time to act is now to preserve the 

church that we all love.   

Some of you may be wondering what will change 

about Garber if we vote to leave the UMC and 

join the Global Methodist Church (GMC).  Simply 

put, most of our church family will not notice any 

changes.  Our worship, our teachings, our                

missions, our giving, and our love for all people 

will not change.  We will merely remove “United 

Methodist” from our name and the “Cross and 

Flame” insignias from our signage and logos.  

Don’t worry, we can keep our hymnals. 

Our disaffiliation task force has been working to 

provide concise and clear documents that outline 

differences between the UMC and the GMC and 

the costs associated with disaffiliation.  These 

documents are available on the church website 

and by pick up in the church office.  The direct 

link to the webpage with these documents is:  

http://connect2garber.com/about-us/our-future  

  

 

http://connect2garber.com/about-us/our-future


 

                             

  August 2022 

 

Additionally, there are a series of six videos by Rob             

Renfroe, that do an excellent job at explaining the                

problems we are facing in the United Methodist Church 

and why the Global Methodist Church is the best choice 

for people interested in historic Orthodox Wesleyan 

Methodism.  We highly recommend you watch these  

videos, as many questions you may have will likely be 

answered in them.  These videos can be viewed  via the 

direct link from our website as well.  If you are  unable to 

access these videos, please call the church office, and we 

will be happy to set up a viewing for you at the church.   

Church Council wants to make sure you are as informed 

and prepared as possible for the upcoming church wide 

vote.  We will be offering informational sessions in August 

for two weeks; you can sign up and have questions             

answered by a member of Church Council. If you are  

interested in speaking with a member of our staff                 

regarding this issue, we will have them available via           

appointment as well.  Just before the church wide vote, 

we will have a series of church wide meetings to assist in 

informing our congregation as well.   

Finally, we are interested in any questions you may have 

at this time. We have created a survey form that can be 

accessed at the webpage listed above where you can 

submit any questions you have regarding this process.             

If you are unable to access the church webpage or the 

form, you can simply call or drop by the church office 

and tell us the question you have.  We will use these 

questions to help us shape our meetings in August and 

the church wide meetings we will hold just before the 

vote.  We want our congregation to be as informed as 

possible.  We will also use these questions to form an 

FAQ on our church webpage.   

Our goal in all of this remains the same at Garber 

Church as it always has:  to make faithful disciples of   

Jesus Christ who glorify the Triune God and serve Him by 

keeping all that He has commanded.  Matthew 28:16-20. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you.   

     In Christ, 

     Josh McCollum 

     Chair, Church Council 
 

 

 

UMC Bishop openly disputes                                 

the Virgin Birth:                                               

https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-

xpm-2003-02-19-0302190091-story.html 

 

UMC seminary funded by your giving 

through our apportionments promotes 

pagan and heretical teachings:  

https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/02/14/u

nited-methodist-iliff-paganism/ 

Duke Divinity Students worship God as the 

“Great Queer One”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VT2o

6PEm7Y 

UMC Bishop says Jesus was a bigot and 

should not be idolized:  

https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/09/15/le

sbian-bishop-oliveto-warns-not-create-

idol-jesus-says-bigotries-prejudices-

updated/ 

Our book of discipline is being                              

systematically ignored and unenforced 

where it suits an agenda to promote              

unorthodox teaching:  

https://wesleyancovenant.org/2021/12/06/

bishop-plans-to-allow-defiance-of-

united-methodist-church-standards/ 

Current certified candidate for UMC                    

ordination openly blasphemes God                  

and calls the Bible “nothing:”  

https://www.mspennycost.com/ 

:// / /

https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2003-02-19-0302190091-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2003-02-19-0302190091-story.html
https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/02/14/united-methodist-iliff-paganism/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/02/14/united-methodist-iliff-paganism/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VT2o6PEm7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VT2o6PEm7Y
https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/09/15/lesbian-bishop-oliveto-warns-not-create-idol-jesus-says-bigotries-prejudices-updated/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/09/15/lesbian-bishop-oliveto-warns-not-create-idol-jesus-says-bigotries-prejudices-updated/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/09/15/lesbian-bishop-oliveto-warns-not-create-idol-jesus-says-bigotries-prejudices-updated/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/09/15/lesbian-bishop-oliveto-warns-not-create-idol-jesus-says-bigotries-prejudices-updated/
https://wesleyancovenant.org/2021/12/06/bishop-plans-to-allow-defiance-of-united-methodist-church-standards/
https://wesleyancovenant.org/2021/12/06/bishop-plans-to-allow-defiance-of-united-methodist-church-standards/
https://wesleyancovenant.org/2021/12/06/bishop-plans-to-allow-defiance-of-united-methodist-church-standards/
https://www.mspennycost.com/
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The Motley Sunday School Class started to talk about 
OCC Shoeboxes back in May.  Costs were rising.                
People’s disposable incomes were being stretched by 
rising gas & food prices.  Dollar Tree rose their prices to 

$1.25. The cost to ship an OCC box rose to $10/box.   

We all love to share God’s love thru these shoeboxes, but 
we had to figure out how many boxes we could afford to 
pack this year.  I decided to analyze what it would cost us 
to buy all the items in bulk this year.  Dollar Tree was not 
always the best place to buy a lot of items anymore.  We 
were pleasantly surprised how much cheaper we could 
make the boxes by ordering in bulk. I showed the Motley 
Class that we could create a really nice shoebox for 

$8.48/ box. With the shipping that would be $18.48/box.   

We are happy to report that we will be making 120                
shoeboxes for $7.49 a box ($17.49 with shipping).                        
This was possible by ordering on Amazon Prime Day,   
using 15% off coupons at Ollie’s, and buying school                 
supplies at Walmart when they went on sale.  On July 
19th we began our assembly of our pencil pouches and 

hygiene kits.  We will be packing the boxes real soon! 

Our family packs our shoeboxes together. Our girls, their husbands, Robbie and our dear 

friends Abbey and Chris always pack together. We always set a goal for how many we want 

to pack every year. We collect our OCC shoebox treasures all year long.  This is key— all year 

and we find things on sale.  After school starts, we buy school things, after holidays we buy 

stuffed animals or small toys. One year we got little pool balls at the end of the season for  

75% off.  Flip flops at the end of summer are a deal too.  

Our list of “must haves” have evolved over the years.  School supplies is a must as many    

children around the world can’t attend school if they don’t have supplies. We always include paper, pencils,            

a pencil sharpener and a pencil bag. Then we turn our shopping toward hygiene products like a toothbrush, 

soap, a wash cloth, a soapbox and a comb.  We try to add a clothing item like a t-shirt (Dollar Tree has shirts 

for $1.25 now) Sometimes we add sandals or a pair of socks.  We then turn our attention to a water bottle/cup 

of some kind (many children have to walk to a well for water) maybe a fork and spoon or small bowl.  Our 

friends and Garber members, Jack and Katie Lightbody, went on an OCC distribution and have shared that a 

ball is enjoyed by all boys and girls-young and old! We always add some kind of ball to each shoebox.  We also 

add a “lovey”…. something to love like a car, small stuffed animal or doll.  Last but not least we add our letter 

to the box telling the recipient about our family and how much God loves them! We seal our boxes with  a 

shipping donation and a prayer then deliver it to church.  We hope you are beginning to plan and pack your 

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes! 

Operation Christmas Child is a 

very important mission that I’m 

grateful to be a part of! Every 

year I pack as many boxes as I 

can to give children across the 

world the opportunity to learn 

about Jesus. It’s great to hear 

about the positive impact that 

OCC has on the children that 

receive the boxes. I include my email address in 

every box I pack so that the  family can contact 

me, and sometimes they reach out! I’ve received  

7-8 emails over the past few years and it’s always 

amazing to read them. The parents tell me a little 

about their kids and the impact that the gifts will 

have on them. Sometimes they even send me a 

picture! 

I recommend               

packing Operation 

Christmas Child 

boxes this year and 

every year!                       

It’s a wonderful way 

to serve the Lord 

and shape the lives 

of children across 

the world. OCC will            

always have a              

special place in my 

heart, and start 

packing too! 
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We hope you will let your child experience                  

worship as they can!  All children can appreciate the 

singing of hymns. Learning to hear the                    

Scriptures read is also important. Hearing the 

Apostle’s Creed teaches them what we believe!  

Hearing prayers being asked for others gives them a 

broader view of caring.  And the Children’s                

Message helps them understand what the                  

Scriptures mean on their level.                                          

You might save the Kids Worship Box for the                   

sermon time and/or provide a light, easy snack for 

your child during this time.  If needed, our                      

Conderman Nursery is open all morning each                 

Sunday for children 5 and under.  The nursery                

workers provide a Bible story several times                  

during the morning, playtime, and a snack.   
 

Children grow, learn, and mature at different ages!  

God is working on them each and every day.                 

Maybe your child needs to “stair step” into a                   

complete worship service or maybe your child is 

ready to participate in the entire service.                         

It’s your parental help that will make Sunday                 

mornings a positive experience!                                         

If we can partner with you to help your child’s               

worship, Sunday School, and spiritual                           

development experiences be positive, please do not 

hesitate to contact Mary Coleman or                                   

Theresa Weatherly at the Church Office. 

We are blessed to have Theresa Weatherly join the 

Garber Church staff as the Children’s Ministry Director.  

Many of you know Theresa and her family:                              

husband, Dave, four lovely children Sazi, Noah, Maia 

and Sarah, & her sweet granddaughter, Naomi.                

Theresa has been called to work with children for over 

20 years; she spent several years working with the 

Martin/Pitt Partnership for Children and                                       

at Garber Preschool.   

Theresa has a love for children and is deeply                           

committed to helping teach them how to                                  

live out God’s word in our world.   

Garber Church, we have an                 

amazing Children’s Ministry                       

Director who is excited to partner 

with our families and help our                 

children develop a lifelong passion 

for loving and serving our Lord.   
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I wanted to send you some pictures of when we distributed the Bibles to the 

5th graders in Kenya.  They were so happy and appreciative!  My heart was 

literally about to burst!  I couldn’t stop smiling!  I bought 10 extra Bibles 

when I got there just in case there were more children in the classes.   

I also spent a lot of time with the sewing ladies in Kenya.  We went shopping 

for material and sewing supplies, and they made lots of items that I brought 

back to sell in the States. 

Please let the Stitches of Love ladies know that I had some fish pillows left 

from the last trip, and I took them with me this time to give the nursery 

class at the church school.  I told them the story of Jesus feeding the 5000, 

gave each of them a fish and a pack of goldfish to eat.  That was a sight to 

see!  They had never had goldfish before…..their reactions were so cute!     

Thank you again for the money for the Bibles.  Just know that you made 114 

5th graders very happy!  They will treasure those Bibles forever!   Hopefully 

we planted lots of seeds!   

 

Thank you for volunteering with the Appalachia Service Project in Bell County, KY.  We         

enjoyed having you here and are thankful for all of the work your group accomplished.  

You brought capable hands for work, hearts ready to love and serve homeowners, and 

spirits that brought our center to life.  We would also like to send a HUGE thank you for  

donating $5,000 to ASP.  This money will go into the Bell County community and make a 

difference in the scope of ASP’s ability to provide home repair.  We are so grateful to all of 

you for your generosity.   
 

      Blessings, Audra, Ben, James & Claire, Bell County, KY Staff 

Dear Friends,  

Lekol Sen Trinite (LST) provides books and school supplies to all students, plus one 

hot meal each day.  If it were not for LST and generous supporter like you, most of 

these students would not be able to attend school at all.  Thank you for your dona-

tion of $8,500 to the 2022 Hearts with Haiti Back to School initiative.  You are making 

a tremendous difference by providing books and school supplies through your gifts.  

Because of you, the students in preschool through ninth grade can participate fully in 

their education and be successful in the coming year.  

WOW!  Garber does is again...the students at LST are fortunate to have friends like 

you.  Everything we do is better because of you!     

     With gratitude, 

     Emily Everette, Executive Director  
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Larry and Jane Warren                                    

live in Greenbrier and were invited to 

Garber by Carol Geremia while she 

was out walking.  Larry is a retired 

aerospace engineer and enjoys biking, 

tennis and woodworking.  Jane is a 

retired escrow officer and enjoys               

hiking, biking, tennis and reading. 

 

Frank and Chris Horne                                  

live in the Gables Run area of New 

Bern.  Frank grew up in New Bern, 

graduated from New Bern High School, 

works in banking and enjoys golf, 

boating, fishing and hunting. Chris 

manages their home and                         

enjoys walking and spending time       

with friends and family.   

 

Peter and Linda Blackburn                            

live in the Town of River Bend.                     

Peter works in the area of  business 

support and enjoys tennis, music, 

reading and hiking. Linda is a retired 

school teacher and  enjoys all things 

arts and crafts, cooking,                               

and camping.   

 

Todd and Holly Nelson                                 

have two sons,                                                  

Landon (10th grade) & Garrett                  

(7th grade) and live in Trent Woods.                  

 Todd is a dermatologist,                                 

enjoys saltwater fishing                                   

and college sports.                                         

Holly manages the Nelson home and 

enjoys boating and gardening. Landon 

& Holly served with our Appalachia 

Service Project team this year.    

Wednesdays from 10am to Noon  
September 14th – December 14th  

To sign up or learn more  

contact Christy Delmastro at  
schmoozerc@suddenlink.net or  252-626-4906 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

It’s almost time for school to start!   It is always a special time at Garber because 
every September since 1994, the halls of the education wing at Garber have been 
filled with the sounds of kids working, laughing, playing and spending their                         
afternoons in Garber’s Kingswood After-School Ministry!  Each year since 1994, we 
have opened our doors each fall to students who need just a little extra help, a   
little extra love, a little extra structure, and a chance to grow in faith and learn 
about Jesus. Through multiple directors, hundreds of drivers and volunteers we 
have welcomed and nurtured kids in the name of Jesus... and had a lot of fun     
doing it! 

Soon Kingswood will begin again and a new “crop” of Kingswood Kids will arrive                
and become enfolded in the Kingswood family!  We are ever so thankful to you, 
the members of Garber for all your support.  If you would like to help make this 
year a success, there are several ways to help.  

First, Will you promise to remember the Kingswood Kids in your prayers? 

Also, there will be an opportunity for you to from the Kingswood 
Schoolhouse (August 7 and 14) and purchase snacks and school supplies for the 
kids. 

And lastly, if you have an hour a week and would like to make a difference in the 

life of a child, God MIGHT be calling you to be a I look 
forward to hearing from you! 

      

        —Ruth Powers, Kingswood Director 


