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Check Out What’s Inside… 

•  Mosaic News • Introducing IGNITE Student Ministry •                          

•  Sunday School Updates • Kingswood Supplies Needed •                           

•  Connection Ministry...and More •    

Our Church Trustees and Site Team staff are committed to a healthy and 

safe environment for our congregation. We have, therefore, taken the      

Governor’s “Stay at Home” and “Safer at Home” phases as an opportunity to 

clean and disinfect our facility and to upgrade our equipment and devices. 

Perhaps the most obvious changes are the touchless fixtures in every              

bathroom and the addition of touchless hand sanitizing stations. 
 

Being ready for your return to your church home also involves upgrades that 

are not immediately visible to our congregation. We are employing new  

technology to treat all surfaces in order to reduce pathogens. Your generosity 

in giving provides for both state of the art disinfectants and applicators.               

Following a meeting or worship service, we are seeking promptly to clean and 

to treat every surface. 
 

Similarly, we are upgrading our heating, ventilation, and air conditioning              

systems to make our air cleaner and less hospitable to airborne pathogens.  

Again, your generosity enables us to install this equipment in every air               

handling system in the entire facility on both sides of our campus. 
 

The new equipment is best described as a needlepoint bipolar ionization system offered by GPS (Global Plasma 

Solutions) and recommended to us by the company with whom we have our air handling service contract.     

You can read more details at https://globalplasmasolutions.com/compact-npbi/. Covid-19 specific                      

information is found at https://globalplasmasolutions.com/covid-19/. 
 

To be clear, this is an ozone free solution. Positive and negative ionization causes airborne particles to combine. 

Being larger, the particles are more effectively eliminated from the air in the filtration process. They are also 

more susceptible to the pull of gravity. Additionally, the ionization process has a “biocidal” effect on many              

airborne pathogens further reducing the prospect of infectivity. 
 

We believe the combination of surface disinfecting and enhanced air treatments will provide us a more                     

intentionally wholesome environment for the ongoing ministry of love in our Preschool, Sunday School,                     

Age-level, and worship ministries.  
 

We continue to work toward a wise, safe, and wholesome environment 

in which to serve Christ and to love people. 
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Individual bags of: 

  Chips 

 Chex Mix 

 Popcorn 

 Goldfish 

 Cheezits 

 Pretzels 

 Cookies 

 Teddy grahams 

 Trail mix 

   Fruit Snacks 

Fruit Cups 

Applesauce Cups 

Pudding Cups 

Granola Bars 

Rice Krispy Treats 

Individual Cups Peanut Butter 

Capri Sun or Individual Box Drinks 

Walmart/Grocery Store Gift Card 

$$$ for fresh fruits & vegetables 

Cake Mix and Icing for Birthdays 

Clorox Wipes 

Hand Sanitizer 

We are prayerfully anticipating opening                   

Kingswood this fall with lots of safeguards,                

staggered attendance and social distancing                    

in place. As we prepare to open this ministry,                

we are asking for snack donations. 

Any donation can be brought to the basket                    

located outside of Morris Hall                                           

any week day from 9am-5pm.  

Donations accepted through August 28.   
 

If you would like information about how                            

you can volunteer with the Kingswood After                   

School Ministry, please contact Ruth Powers at                                            

rpowers@garberumc.com or 671-0280. 

NOTES FROM KINGSWOOD 
 

Kingswood volunteers are the best!!  And even if I didn’t know it before (I did!) our                    

Kingswood volunteers have certainly proven it since the middle of March when 

schools were closed because of the COVID 19 pandemic.  Even though we were not 

able to continue our regular Kingswood after school activities, Kingswood                       

volunteers went into action by writing letters, sending cards, gifts and notes of            

encouragement through the mail to our Kingswood friends and praying for them 

daily.  We were also able to schedule a socially distant outside graduation and                  

occasionally gather 2-3 kids at a time for a little socialization (masked of course!) 

and fun. 
 

Many thanks to a friend of Kingswood who made an anonymous donation so that         

every Kingswood Kid could go on a shopping trip to Snapdragon, our downtown 

toy store, this summer.  What fun!! Kingswood Kids were able to go shopping in 

groups of 2-3 and then have a pizza lunch outside in the courtyard with some of 

their volunteers. 
 

As we look forward to the reopening of Kingswood after Labor Day, we ask for your                        

prayers for all of the Kingswood Kids, their families and our world class volunteers! 
 

      Ruth Powers, Kingswood Director 
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 sow seeds of chaos and ruin. To resist such a “crop,” let us affirm the spiritual power of gathering           

together and to do everything in our power to be present where God is especially present.  
 

Garber Church continues to stream and to include those unable to come to worship, those who 

are especially at risk or who are sick.  We will continue working to make the quality of our             

streaming as good as possible. At the same time we know that streaming can never replace the 

spiritual power of gathering for worship. It is a tool for the times; it is an outreach to the vulnerable 

and immune compromised; and it is an invitation to join together in the gathering of worship.  
 

In a time like none other in our lives, we need to hear afresh the urging of Holy Scripture not to           

neglect meeting together, as is the habit of some, but to GATHER TOGETHER and to encourage one 

another all the more as the Day draws near.  Only then will we be fully empowered and equipped 

for these days while waiting for that great day to come.  

     Let us seek His presence together, Matt Johnson  

Dear Garber family:  Sincere thanks sent to each of you who shared words of love,              

sent cards and wrote words of encouragement during the recent passing of Trudy.   

The love and care you showed meant so much during this sad time.  

        Sincerely – the family of Trudy Glaser 

Thank you for all the cards and notes you have 

sent to my father Marvin Waters  while he is in the 

VA Rest Home in  Kinston.  We greatly appreciate 

your care, concern, and prayers.  

    Love, Crystal Taylor  

 

Greetings!  
 

As the current President of the Hearts with Haiti (HWH) Board I want to thank you and the 

congregation of Garber for your continued generosity and faithfulness to HWH. Your most 

recent gift of $10,000, your contributions of $21,000 last year, along with child                          

sponsorships have made a significant impact on our ability to support the work of the              

St. Joseph’s Family (SJF) Ministries at Wings of Hope, the SJF Community Outreach work 

in Port Au Prince and the vital education work of the LST School.                                             

At a time when Haitians are struggling with COVID 19 

(just as those in the USA), on top of the                            

political unrest and fuel shortages in Haiti, Garber’s 

faithful giving is making an important difference.                 

Please thank the folks of Garber for us.   
 

Grace and peace, 

 Pastor Lynn  
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Why gather together for worship? 

This question has many good answers. 

However, from Genesis to Revelation the 

central reason for gathering together as 

God’s people boils down to one simple 

and profound reality: the Lord is present 

in the gathered Church.   
 

What good news is this! THE LORD IS 

PRESENT in the gathering of His people in 

a manner that is unique and powerful 

and unparalleled! From the tabernacle of Exodus carried through the wilderness and into the                

Promised Land, to the temple built in Jerusalem, the people of Israel gathered to meet the living God 

and to make offerings to Him. The Old Testament saints understood that God is fully present                     

everywhere, but uniquely present in the gathering. 
 

In the New Testament, Jesus, who “tabernacled” among us, the Word made flesh in whom the                 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, gathers with His Church, the body of Christ, of which Paul writes 

“you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit” (Eph 2:22) and Peter 

writes “you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house” (1 Peter 2:5). God has 

chosen the Church through which He is especially present in the world, and, in this time, He has              

chosen to “tabernacle” among His gathered people.  
 

It is possible to miss this truth about worship. It is possible to overlook that the most amazing thing 

about gathering TOGETHER is that God is present with his gathered people.   
 

Easily one of my favorite passages in the entire Bible comes 2 chapters after we are reminded not to 

forsake gathering together. The writer identifies the unseen reality of gathering for worship:  

You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to                   
innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in   

heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood 
of Abel… Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us 

offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.” 

 -Hebrews 12:18-29   

YES!!!!!  How ardently and humbly do we declare, “We meet God in gathered worship!” 
 

In this season, with so much uprooted and so many wholesome habits unsettled, we remember that 

the gathering of the Church in worship has no substitute. Let me say this again: the gathering of the 

Church in worship has NO SUBSTITUTE!  The Psalmist, yearning to be with God’s people in worship, 

“how lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God” (Ps 84:1-2)?  
 

If we are not careful, we could established the dangerous habit of not gathering together. Such a     

habit would be injurious not only to our own souls and households, but to our influence as salt and 

light in this society.  It even seems possible that the enemy has used this season of NOT gathering to 

          Continued on next page... 
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Lookout! We are excited to announce that the               

student ministry now has a new name! After many 

years of FUEL, it is time to light the fire! Garber’s              

middle school and high school students will now be              

a part of Ignite: Garber Student Ministries.  

What is Ignite all about? The mission behind Ignite is to ignite a passion for God, for others, and for                  

reaching the world. It is a call for students to deepen their faith by becoming more like Jesus. The goal is 

to create an environment where students aren’t merely attending Middle School Ignite or High School   

Ignite, but where the Holy Spirit can set a fire (Ignite) within each student to desire a closer relationship 

with Jesus. We also want them to find community within their peers where they can experience fellowship 

and accountability. Among these things, we want the students to go and make disciples in their friend 

groups, sports teams, and schools! 

More information about what the programming will look like for this fall will be sent out shortly. All of our 

meetings will follow the church’s protocol of cleaning and social distancing while indoors. We want to               

create a safe environment where the students can come and have their focus on Christ. We will continue 

to monitor the cases of COVID-19 in the county, and we will adapt accordingly.          —Jacob Hardin  

Word Bank 

Kingdom 

Hunger 

Thirst  

Mercy 

Heart 

Meek 

Earth 

Spirit 

Pure 

Filled 

Blessed  

Poor 

Mourn 

Inherit 

Heaven 
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Kids in Christ SUMMER WRAP UP! 

As summer begins to wrap up, let’s take a look 

back at all that we did this summer to                 

gather together and share God’s love with 

one another in our Kids In Christ Ministry! 
 

Sunday School Gatherings  

Each week we gathered together in small Sunday school groups to share in God’s love 

and dig into God’s word!  During our time together, we looked at the bible story,                      

The Sower and the Seed, and talked about how when we are rooted in God, we grow in         

our faith and have the opportunity to spread seeds by sharing God’s love with others.                

We also enjoyed making crafts, playing games, and eating popsicles while we were         

together.  Each week was a meaningful time with our Sunday School kids and we look 

forward to when we can get back together more regularly.   

Extreme fun for everyone! 

We ended our KIC summer fun with a Roller Derby Party! 

We invited our KIC families to join us in the Morris Hall parking lot with their 
wheels...bikes, scooters, skateboards, and rollerblades!  We sectioned off the different 

parking lanes in the Morris Hall parking lot by age and let the kids have fun rolling!            
It was a great way for our kids to see each other and our KIC families to gather to              

fellowship outside.  What FUN we had!  

Ice Cream Extravaganza  

On Tuesday, June 23rd, we set up our very own Kids In Christ ice 
cream shop in the Courtyard for our kiddos to come by for a sweet 
treat!  It was a rainy afternoon, but that didn’t stop lots of families 

from swinging by to visit.  At this event we also handed out KIC Summer 
bags filled with lots of fun activities for our kids to do while at home.  Some of the fun 

surprises included frisbees, sidewalk chalk, bubbles, and more.  This was our first 
event of the summer, and oh how wonderful it was to see so many of the kids! 
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MOSAIC NEWS 
REMEMBER WHEN… 

We went to Lake Junaluska and came back in 15 inches of snow! (Cammie, 

Dan, and I accompanying Linda to the hospital after her fall on black ice and 

my brother Richie driving the van back to New Bern. I thank God, Linda was 

not seriously hurt and that my brother was on that trip.) 

We chartered a Christian Tours Coach not long after HURRICANE FLORENCE            

affected our area and went to Kentucky to see the ARK ENCOUNTER and the 

CREATION MUSEUM (It did our hearts good & raised our spirits) 

We chartered the Coach again the next year and went to the MUSEUM OF THE 

BIBLE, AMISH Country, and saw the Sight-N-Sound performance of JESUS!                  

(So many memories!) 

REMEMBER WHEN …  

We had our Birthday Celebrations and lots of laughs and fun. (Joke                  

videos, Cammie and Dan’s Valentine’s Skit), all the decorated cakes 

(Nina’s spectacular one) and cupcakes (Karen’s fancy petaled ones, all 

the colors…what creativity and fun!) 

We kicked off in the Fall with our Annual MOSAIC Pig Picking (Roy Burris & 

Worth Todd worked all day to cook a pig that was scrumptious.) We 

picked up or made all of the “sides” to go with it and desserts… YUM!  

Friends from NOAH joined us for Thanksgiving Dinner. The Glory Choir 

sang, and we reminisced about all the things we were thankful for. 

REMEMBER … 

Packing ASP goodie bags and cans for the team.  

Stuffing stockings for the KINGSWOOD KIDS.  

Making “Soup for Seniors” and Casseroles for our “Caring with Casseroles” project 

Remember the MOSAIC Day Trips….so many fun times together! 

 Beaufort Trolley Ride and Tour 

 Washington, NC, Estuarium and boat ride  

 Wilson, NC “Whirly Gig Park”, “Rose Gardens”  

 Scotland Neck Bird Estuary 

 Edenton, NC to the Rocky Hock Theatre  

 Durham, NC to the DPAC.   

 (Oh how we missed seeing the last one scheduled for 

March 13) - “Les Miserable” 

 Kinston to the Wood Ducks Baseball Game 

Oh, those memories of days gone by……………….. what fun we had! 
 

We’re coming back slowly…, but surely! Stay tuned for more information                   

on some upcoming MOSAIC fellowship and outreach opportunities.  
 

Contact Sue Webb, Senior Ministries and Congregational Care Coordinator                                                      

with questions or concerns. swebb@garberumc.com or 252-670-7360. 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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If you have included Garber Church in your long term                         

financial plans, please note that Garber now works 

with Edward Jones for all planned giving.    

Planned gifts enable you to preserve your assets            

during your lifetime and leave a valuable gift for            

Garber’s ministries to glorify God. Long-term,                         

appreciated stocks and securities are almost always 

an excellent way to provide financial support. They 

provide a double benefit to you—a current income tax 

deduction and avoidance of capital gains taxes.                          

If you have questions, please contact Michelle Roys, 

Bookkeeper at bookkeeper@garberumc.com or                    

by calling 637-4022.   

It’s been 8 months since I rejoined the Garber staff, as Bookkeeper this time, and I am so thankful to be 

here!   The last 5 months have been a bit of a blur and I’ve been learning and doing things beyond the 

normal (refunds!), as we all have, so in some ways I still feel “new” in this role.  Praise God for his                 

goodness and mercy and for several very special folks. 

Thank you to Carol Geremia who poured out her vast knowledge so clearly and left incredible resources 

that I refer to daily.  She’s still available for questions, and it’s so nice to have her there as the backup 

Bookkeeper. 

Thank you to Rick Hemphill whose patience and kindness is immeasurable.  And such a smart guy!  We 

all miss him in the roll of Treasurer but also much more just having him in our lives.  His kids will love 

having him right nearby when that new house is finished.  We wish the best for Rick and Jan.  

Thank you to my fellow staff members who I’ve loved for so long or have just met and already love. I am 

honored to pray with and serve alongside these wonderful people.  This staff adores the Lord and adores 

the Garber family. 

Thank you to the Finance Committee members, especially Shawn Doty, some of whom have stayed on 

an additional year.  These wonderful folks, who’ve had plenty to take care of in their own businesses and 

families, continue to serve God and the Garber family via email, and Zoom and outdoor meetings.  Each 

member has a different role and has brightened my day and lightened my load.   

Thank you also to the Counters who’ve not been serving since March, but who are often asking if they            

can help. 

Since committee members usually rotate in and out yearly, and volunteers in the Finance as well as              

other areas sometimes change, please prayerfully consider how you can be ready to step in and serve 

now or later as we can gather safely.  To God be the glory for all that we do in His service. 
                  

       —Michelle Roys, Bookkeeper 
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A NEW NORMAL FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

(beginning after Labor Day) 

It is our fervent desire to get everyone back in Sunday School every Sunday morning, but we have a new 

normal to navigate!  So we are working very hard to figure out how and where each class can meet when 

they are ready to come back to campus.  We ask that everyone consider all the dynamics that the staff 

has to consider and try to be flexible in this season of trial.  The most important thing is to gather, not 

when or where or what time or what room — just to gather with our fellow Christian brothers and sisters, 

share our love and needs, and to learn about and worship our Savior! 
 

Given no drastic changes in the pandemic or our “Phase 2” status, we will begin meeting for Sunday 

School on Sunday, September 13, on campus.  Adult classes will be assigned to a room that is suitable to 

keep everyone socially distanced — this means you will not be in your normal classroom that was               

originally assigned due to the size of your class.  The number of classes in a given hour will be limited per 

building to allow enough space in passageways, elevators, and bathrooms so everyone feels safe and 

comfortable.  Your materials for your class will be transferred to your new meeting space. Classes that 

have parents of children or students will be scheduled at the same time as the children/student classes. 
 

Our building has undergone many “updates” to meet the new normal sanitation level.  All rooms will be 

cleaned prior to class meetings; a new ionization unit is being installed on our HVAC system that will            

create a less hospitable environment for Covid and other airborne pathogens.  We think you will find it 

very comfortable and safe to be in our building. If your class is not ready to fully meet, we invite those 

who are to give it a try.  But be sure to keep in touch with those who are not ready to join in just yet!                  

We all need each other to get through this!!!!! 
 

Many of you are meeting on ZOOM now and/or are meeting outside in yards for your classes.  Thank you 

for your efforts!  These are strange times, and as we navigate back to normal over the next unknown 

months, we must be creative and consistent in our efforts to “be together!”  If I can help in any way to 

support your class or small group, get you started back up, or find you curriculum, please do not hesitate 

to call me at the church or email me at mcoleman@garberumc.com.  I can’t wait to see everyone and 

fully intend to “crash” your class when you return!   
 

More details and information to come in the September education newsletter!  Until then, stay safe and 

focus on God — he’s got your back! 

         Blessings,  Mary Coleman 
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SHARE A CONNECTION WITH GARBER CHURCH 
 

Been a guest to Garber’s in person worship services or 

joined us online and want to take a next step? 
 

Join us…. 
 

Monday, August 31 at 7 p.m. 

The Home of Sara and Mac King 

902 Leeward Drive 

This is an outdoor event • Please bring a Lawn Chair • Limit of 12 people •                                              

Reservations are required • Social Distancing will be practiced •                         

Masks will be provided  

Contact:  Pastor Matthew Atha 

Email:  matha@garberumc.com 

Church Office: 252.637.4022 

Connection Team Update 

It is amazing how quickly things can change!  COVID has moved our nation and our 

church into a new season almost overnight!  We have tried to look at the new                               

opportunities this changing season presents. 
 

Instead of guests filling out Communication Cards, we now have a designated Connect 

Team line where guests type the word GUEST to 252-671-2574 and a Connect Team 

member responds. 
 

Instead of our morning Connection Coffee during the Sunday School hour, we are                     

transitioning to an outdoor event.  If you are newer to Garber and would like to attend, 

please email me at: matha@garberumc.com 
 

We will be transitioning our ACCESS membership classes to a new COVID friendly format 

and will be sharing more details in the weeks to come.         
 

       —Matthew Atha  
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FIND GARBER ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

On Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/garberumc  

On Instagram at  

@garberumc  

Join Camp Don Lee for a weekend of relaxation with your family while having plenty of space to social 

distance between families. Many of our successful policies for residential summer camp                                       

will be in place, except in a retreat setting. 
 

Swim, sail, play, worship and enjoy some good food and quality time together in our beautiful setting 

along the Neuse River. Space is limited. Many of our cabins offer air conditioning and                                       

bathrooms inside the cabin, available on a first-come basis. If you have a housing request,                               

please indicate it in the form during registration.  
 

Cost: $125/adults, $75/children. Includes two nights lodging, 4 meals and all activities.  

Register at: https://donleecenter.org/family-retreat-weekend-2020/  

Do you enjoying humming songs or singing along 

with hymns during worship? Have an interest in 

learning to play handbells? We would love to 

have you join our music ensemble teams which 

include Adult Bells, Chancel, Glory and Praise 

team groups. For the kiddos and youth we offer                    

Kids Music and Youth Music.  
 

For more information please contact                           

Matt Johnson at mjohnson@garberumc.com  

We need a few good men…                                 

and women to join the Sound Team!                   

No experience necessary;                                         

we will train you on the equipment  

and work with your schedule.   

Contact Matt Johnson                                             

at mjohnson@garberumc.com for                          

additional details or                                                 

to sign up as a volunteer.  


