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The 

 

Join the Garber ASP Team for a time of fellowship and reflection at their Serve and Share on 

Sunday, August 4 at 5pm in Morris Hall.   

 Enjoy ice cream, see photos and learn about the mission of the Appalachia Service Project!   

Everyone is invited! 

I have traveled though Havelock since 1976.  My first introduction to Havelock was 1970 when my friend, a      
former marine, talked of all the insects he personally met when stationed in Havelock.  I have made pastoral visits 
on the base, Cherry Point, both at the former hospital and in base housing.  I have not, however, explored the             
neighborhoods.  I know Highways 70 and 101, the main gate, and two Methodist Churches.  That’s it.  I “know” 
Havelock, but the neighborhoods are not familiar. 
 

By analogy, many know the Bible like I know Havelock, main roads, but not the neighborhoods.  The Gospels, we 
know.  1 Corinthians 13 on love, we know.  Psalm 23, the shepherd Psalm, yes!  However, many neighborhoods 
are rarely visited. 
 

This summer we are visiting the neighborhood of “Wisdom” in our Bibles.  Yet our visit is more like a whirlwind 
guided tour.  Eight weeks in Proverbs and five weeks in Ecclesiastes scans the neighborhood, but cannot visit   
every street.  If one wants to visit Job or Song of Solomon, one must book an extension.  To visit the wisdom 
Psalms, the tour guide might offer a half-day excursion for a premium. 
 

How different are the neighborhoods!  Job feels a bit desolate and needing street lights. Proverbs is packed with a 
greater density.  Yet it feels wholesome and welcoming. Song of Solomon, well we avoid those streets.  Then 
there is Ecclesiastes.  The architecture and the gardening seem eclectic or eccentric.  It is so very different from 
Proverbs that one might think he/she left the neighborhood or made a wrong turn. 
 

Proverbs is far more succinct and pithy, but it is far more than little tips on how to live.  Proverbs looks at life 
through the lens of a God designed and ordered creation that is focused by means of Torah (Law).  Living in light 
of the Law of God brings one into alignment with God’s good order.  Proverbs invites us to this God-aligned life. 
 

Ecclesiastes, on the other hand, is also wisdom, but it looks through a       
different lens.  It seems to begin with the Fall and the human tendency to 
order and tame life without reference and recourse to God. (Perhaps I 
should have said, “to disorder and complicate life.”)  When God is set at 
life’s periphery, when God is discounted or ignored, when God is denied, 
life still has pursuits.  However, the meaning of those pursuits changes.  
The significance of life changes.  This reflection, by means of relief, seeks 
to highlight the importance of covenant relationship with God. 
 

We are seeking to become wise.  First, we have surveyed the Proverbs.      
Beginning August 11, we start touring Ecclesiastes.  The roads of this neighborhood are less traveled, but its      
scenery is worth this trip off the beaten path.  I hope you will join the tour. 
 

See you in worship!  

We are very excited for a new school year in FUEL Student Ministries! FUEL is for students in grades     
6-12. We will have an informational meeting for parents on Sunday, August 18th, at 5 PM in the FUEL 
Room, which is located in the Ministry Center. Anyone interested in learning more about FUEL is        
welcome to attend. If your child, grandchild, or a young person you know may be interested in FUEL, 
please come learn more about our program! 
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???????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 
Have Questions about the Covenant Discipleship Groups 

 

Here are some easy ways to get answers: 
 

Stop at an information table after church on August 4 or 11; 
 

You are invited to attend an informational meeting where you can ask 
questions on Sun, Aug. 11, at 3pm in Room 123 of the Ministry Center; 

 

If you have questions and can’t attend this meeting,  
please call Gail Gardner 638-2345 or Anne Little 638-6906. 

Reminder: 
 

Dr. Bob Whitley of Centenary United Methodist Church is hosting a trip to visit the Holy Land in Israel and also to attend a 
presentation of the Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany on August 10 - 22, 2020.  The Passion Play has been presented 
once every 10 years by the residents of Oberammergau since 1634. This once in a lifetime trip is being organized thorough    
Educational Opportunities Tours, ( www.eo.travel )  a prominent Christian tour company. If there are any questions, please call 

Dr. Bob Whitley at 633-1560, email him at toothdoc@suddenlink.net  or go to the EO website for            
information.  Flyers with more information are available in the Garber Church office. 
 

“Dr. Whitley will be giving two 30 - 45 minute information sessions with a slide show presentation on    
Sunday August 11, 2019 in the Centenary UMC library. The first session will be at 10:00 AM and a      
second presentation at 5:30 PM.  Anyone interested in learning more about this trip is invited to attend 
either session.  There is no obligation to go on the trip by attending the presentation.” 

Personal Reflection From Russian Team Member - Emily Cuttic 
I would definitely have to say that my God sighting while in Russia was when we visited Kostroma        
Region Special Needs Home. As soon as we entered, we were greeted with loud cheers and smiles from 
every passing face. However, my God sighting truly came when we walked into the very first classroom. 
Almost immediately one of our team members, Tina Izzo, was embraced in the biggest hug with the 
most genuine and happy smile behind it. The little girl who so quickly jumped into Tina's arms stuck to 
her for basically the rest of our time there, and it was just so sweet to see. Overall, the trip as a whole 
was a major God moment for me, and I cannot wait to return to Russia and continue building relationships and spreading 
God's love!” 

Vacation Bible School Offering 
 

This year’s VBS theme was taking the Gospel around the world to those who need to hear its saving         

message.  As part of that journey, our children and their families were encouraged to give a daily offering 

to help feed children at a church in Kenya where Garber is exploring a new relationship.  These children 

eat ugali (a mushy substance) most days but on Sunday, when they come to the Mutini Church, they are 

given a hard boiled egg and a banana — the only fruit and protein they receive all week.  It costs roughly     

$50-$70/wk to feed these children. 
 

 In response, the Garber VBS kids and families raised $440.77!!!!  We also chose to honor our          

volunteer teachers and student leaders with an honorarium gift towards feeding the children rather than 

give them a small token gift.  Lastly, we honored Melisse Dunham, VBS volunteer director, the same gift.  

All in all, we are now sending a check to the Mutini Church for $590.77!  This will feed the children for a 

minimum of 9 weeks!  Thank you, VBS kids and families, for being so generous with your gifts of offering! 
 

 God is good all the time!  We are excited to see how Garber’s relationship grows with the Mutini 

Church.  We have a mission team visiting this church in early November, and they will get to feed the      

children on the Sunday that they are there to worship.  All the time God is good! 
 

 Please begin praying for the Mutini Church, the feeding of the children, and the Garber November 

Kenya mission team trip. 

http://www.eo.travel/
mailto:toothdoc@suddenlink.net
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AUGUST “MOSAIC” NEWS 
 

If you missed the MOSAIC Game Day at Garber, you missed a good time of fun and fellowship among the participants which 
included 8 guests/members from CROATAN Village. After packing 50 ASP “Energy in a (paint) Can” with snacks and other 
goodies for our Garber ASP team, we enjoyed a time of refreshment and then played a variety of games which challenged our 
brains and caused much laughter. What a great morning was had! 
 

Coming up in August, on Tuesday, the 13th, the MOSAIC group will be going out to lunch at the CAROLINA GRILL in James 
City. If you are going, you will need to be there a little before 12:00 to get a good seat. We will order and then have a very 
short presentation on the “VIAL of Life” program. “Vial of Life” kits will be available for those participating.  Thirty people 
have already reserved a spot with us. It’s not too late to sign up, however, we need to have your reservation by no later than 

12:00 noon on August 8th. 
 

Upcoming event to put on your calendar: 
 

Mark Friday, September 13, for our first “FAMILY FUN MISSION” Night. 
This will be a fun filled night of food, fun, games, and mission projects.      
Hopefully, our YOUTH PRAISE TEAM will lead us in song and prayer for this 
awesome mission project night. We will be asking some of you for help to pull 
off this intergenerational event. 
 

What does intergenerational mean?  “Relating to, involving, or affecting several 
generations”.  There will be children, youth, young adults, and senior adults    
participating in this event, and we hope to have a BIG crowd…so spread the 
word and bring your children and grandchildren. Hopefully, some of our      

Kingswood Kids will join us too.  Event reminder cards will be sent out at the end of August, so be looking for them and 
spread the word. Many hands make light work and as a TEAM, together we will achieve MUCH! Hope to hear from you and 
see you there! 
 

To reserve your spot, contact Sue Webb, Senior Ministry Coordinator, GUMC at swebb@garberumc.com or  
call the church office at 637-4022 

An Easy Way to Help J T Barber School 

Please remember to collect your Box Tops for Education found on many grocery and paper 

products. Place them in the jars found at the coffee bar in the Ministry Center and outside 

the restrooms on the sanctuary side.  

NOTE:  Box Tops have expiration dates, so please check before placing them in the jars.  

You can also support Partners in Education at Harris Teeter by asking your checkout person, or the customer 

service desk, to put J T Barber's code on your VIC card.  

NOTE: this has to be done annually at the start of each school year.  

The 1080 Ministry Team and the JT Barber staff thank you for your help with 

these easy projects!  The school noted significant help came to them from both of 

these programs last school year.  

Kingswood School House!! 
 

Believe it or not, it is almost time for school to start!  Our Kingswood Afterschool Program is beginning its 26th 
year of providing academic support, love, and Christian mentoring to at-risk students at Bangert Elementary, our 
neighborhood school!  We are excited about the 20 kids that God is entrusting to us for 
this year! 
 

You can be a partner in this ministry by helping stock the Kingswood pantry with snacks 
for the kids!  On Sunday, August 11 and Sunday, August 18, you can pick up a tag from 
the Kingswood school house, purchase the item and return it to the same place the        
following week!  We are always so thankful to our Garber Church for all your love and 
support of the Kingswood Bunch!!  

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 
4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 
Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

 

Mark Your Calendar for these Upcoming Events at Garber! 

Sunday, August 25: 

Kids In Christ End of Summer/Back to School Celebration!  Join us for a fun lesson about being 

Christian at school!  The Kona Ice Truck will be onsite!  A great way to end and begin! 

KIC Parent Meeting:  We invite all parents of children nursery thru 5th grade to join Laura and 

Mary in the Sanctuary at 9:35 am for an important informational meeting.  We will have the KIC 

2019 - 2020 Safety Forms, Recharge forms, a notary, and lots more!   

Blessing of the Bookbags  bring your bookbag to the church service you attend and have it blessed 

for this school year!  We will also bless the bookbags heading to our supported school in Haiti. 

 

Sunday, September 1: 

Labor Day Weekend Breakfast and ONE Service:  Join us at 9:00 am for a delicious breakfast and 

then as we all worship together in Morris Hall at 10:00 am.  Casual attire, good fellowship,     

powerful worship! 

 

Sunday, September 8: 

Kick Off Sunday 2019 - 2020!  New classes begin for children and students, and adults begin new 

studies.  It’s a great time to visit a few classes, rejoin your class, or invite a friend!   

Don’t miss the Donut Wall in the Atrium and enjoy some special coffee options that morning from 

9:00-9:30. 


