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The 

 

Holy Week & Easter Services  •   Adult Sunday School Update  •  Pray for 3 Initiative                

Blood Drive Sign Up  •   SAVE THE DATE: Faith in Action Vision Clinic  •  and more... 

Last summer, Garber gathered for a new, outdoor way to Worship: PRAISE IN THE PARKING LOT!                  

It was our desire to worship together as the body of Christ, while we also recognized the need for 

safety of our congregation. It was such an amazing Worship experience, we are excited to begin                            

Worshipping again in the Morris Hall Parking Lot at 8am and 11am beginning Sunday, April 11.                      

(There will be no 9am service during this time).         

1) If you choose to BYOS (Bring Your Own Seat), please plan to park in the Sanctuary Parking Lot 
and walk across the street through the Atrium; there will be areas for you to be socially                     
distanced from others while you participate in Worship. Masks are optional when outside; when 
entering the building, please wear a mask. We will provide Children’s Activities Bags & bulletins.    

2) For those who Worship from your vehicles we ask that you stay in your car or golf cart for the 
service. Tune into 97.3 FM  to hear our Worship service from your vehicles.   

**Please arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the Worship Service start time.                                            
**Please try to consolidate and only bring one vehicle per household.  

 

**If we run into inclement weather, services will be moved indoors to Morris Hall                                            
(where we will do our best to maintain safe and socially distanced seating). 

 

3) Join us for both services online at Facebook, Boxcast or www.connect2garber.com.  
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Join us as we celebrate the Last 

Supper and consider the grace of 

our Lord Jesus, the King who 

would wash the feet of His friends. 

Musical leadership provided by 

the Garber Chancel Choir.  

Consider the cross and the mercy 

of God with us as we meditate on 

the sacrifice of His Son.                                

Join us as we fellowship with                  

our Savior in a time of                       

intimate worship. 

Let us Worship our Risen Lord     

together!  We will celebrate the 

Resurrection at 8AM and 11AM in 

the Ministry Center Parking Lot.  

Christ has Risen!      

He has Risen indeed!                                            

We are grateful to have the opportunities to Worship during Holy Week and Easter together in 2021!  

Praise be to God!  There are several Holy Week services leading up Easter Sunday.  We hope that you will 

join us as we remember this season. All services will require sign up to attend.                                                                                 

Please visit for information and sign up links.  

Ready to put your faith into action,                       

Garber Church?  Calling all interested                  

volunteers to our first Vision Clinic                 

meeting on May 3
rd

 at 7pm in Morris 

Hall.  We will discuss the changes that will 

be implemented this year to keep patients 

and volunteers safe.     

Seasoned volunteers AND new interested 

church members should attend.  

Get ready to ROLL!!! 
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Most of our Adult Sunday School classes are ready to or already have resumed their lessons in               

person!  Yay!  Nothing better than in-person groups and worship again!  It has been a bit of a                 

challenge with more folks on campus to remain socially distanced, clean every room,                                     

and coordinate times, meeting spaces, and desires — but we managed it and                                              

here is what we have scheduled for the balance of the spring and summer!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These room assignments are, of course, temporary, but will likely hold thru the end of the summer. 
 

So WELCOME BACK! to those just returning and hallelujah that we have been able to accommodate 

so many people during this crazy year!  We are praying for even more normal times in the fall.  

Please pray with us! 

 

 

 APRIL 27 10am-3pm Ministry Center 
In collaboration with The Blood Connection, Garber is hosting a Spring Blood Drive.  

The Blood Connection is the exclusive blood supplier for CarolinaEast Medical System.    
 

SIGNING UP IS EASY: 
 Use the link on the Garber website page  

 Use this QR code  

 Or visit   

https://donate.thebloodconnection.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/169694 

Not only will you be giving the gift of life, the Blood Connection will donate                                               

$10 to Reviving Lives Ministry AND $10 the MERCI Clinic for your donation. 

Basic Class Rm. 215 

Fusion Class in Sanctuary 

The Jam  in The Big Room 

Wesley Class in Rm. 223 

Family Matters Class Rm. 123 

FITT Class Rm. 311 

Agape Class Rm. 215 

TIE Class in Sanctuary 

Bridges Class Rm. 301 
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Give up Your Small Ambitions is the intriguing title of 

Michael Griffiths’ book.  Even before reading the 

book, the title encourages reflection about one’s              

ambitions and aims. First, one must ask, “what are 

my aims, my ambitions in this life?” Once these are 

identified, one must then decide whether or not they 

are small and by what measure. Third, there is still 

the question of whether they are appropriate or not, 

whether they align themselves with the call and              

purposes of God upon one’s life.   

 

As an example, years ago I met a lady whose                    

ambition had been to read every book in the Ohio 

State University library. I write, “had been,” because, 

by the time I met her, she had identified that                      

ambition as too small, small not because she wanted 

to read even more books, but because her life had 

taken a more purposeful direction. 

 

What, then, does it mean to call ambitions small?  A 

quick reading of synonyms raises interesting                     

possibilities: minor, childish, low-level, insignificant, 

and inconsequential to name a few.  The implication 

of the title is that small ambitions are not properly 

challenging nor demanding to match the possibilities 

that are presented us by God. “Small Ambitions” 

make too little of a claim on one’s affections, and 

they inspire too little devotion or effort. Because they 

are small, when life nears its end, one wonders if life 

fully counted for something. 

 

The author’s point is that God calls each of us fully 

and completely to invest his/her life in changing the 

world by means of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 

have been called into a large and grand endeavor 

called the Church of Jesus Christ and her mission. 

The Good News of the Kingdom is the power of God 

for mending homes, for establishing virtue and peace 

in societies, and for reconciling individual lives with 

God and one another.  Each Christian, living as a 

servant of the Kingdom, has become a participant in 

the only movement that ultimately can leave persons 

and communities better. 

 

Large ambitions have a cost, of course. When 

one’s mission in life is grand and comprehensive, 

there is little room for pettiness and self-

centeredness. Large ambitions require sacrifice 

and self-denial. Parents intuitively understand this. 

The high aim of child rearing claims resources and 

demands sacrifice. For the greater good, parents 

accept the demands. So, it is with the large                   

ambition of pleasing Christ and serving Christ in 

the Kingdom of God. There is a cost; there are      

sacrifices; and the pleasures of the self must be 

denied in preference for a higher purpose, a higher 

calling, a grand ambition. 

 

Thinking in these terms, the Apostle spoke of                 

sacrifices when he said, 

 

“we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not 

forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always 

carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that 

the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our 

body.  For we who live are constantly being deliv-

ered over to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of 

Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.”   

 

How did he have the passion to endure so much 

sacrifice and yet have so much hope?  A few                

verses later he summarized his world changing 

ambition when he wrote, “Therefore also we have 

as our ambition . . . to be pleasing to Him.”  

(2 Cor. 4:8-5:9) You and I are called to please 

Christ in the life, service, and mission of the 

Church. The Church continues the ministry of              

Jesus until he shall come again. Therefore, to know 

Christ and to make Christ known is no small               

ambition. 

 

That being said, thinking about rightly ordered and 

large ambitions and thinking of what ambitions 

are too small, I have been asking a question:                         

Is it settling for small ambitions when we 

choose to watch a digital Sunday service 

when we are fully capable of gathering with 

God’s people?  

 

Continued on the next page… 
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Garber Preschool is a mighty ministry! 

We are so blessed to be a part of many 

little ones' faith journeys. Each year   

several families need financial                          

assistance in order to attend.                            

Already for next academic year there 

are 15 children who will need                          

scholarships (totaling approximately 

$20,000). If you would like to bless      

Garber Preschool's Scholarship Fund, 

you can give online at 

(www.connect2garber.com/giving)                  

or drop a check off at the church                  

(memo: Preschool Scholarship).  

Under the pressures of Covid-19, the advice of state 

and national health experts, and directives from the 

Governor’s office, we treated an entire congregation 

as though we were home bound. Tools originally              

designed as part of our spiritual care of those                

homebound including streaming and extending the 

Lord’s Table were emphasized and strengthened. 

Now, I worry, some of the Lord’s people are using the 

measures designed for genuinely homebound              

Christians as a means of avoiding the higher            

demands of discipleship, that is to say of living a             

“low ambition” Christian life. 

 

Surely there is more to Christian discipleship than 

worship, but it is not less than worship. Gathered 

worship is central to discipleship, and it is essential to 

pleasing Christ. Gathering for worship gives             

definition to being the Church; it gives definition to 

being believers in Jesus Christ; and it gives definition 

to our lives and homes. 

 

In the weeks and months to come, we will be                            

transitioning toward a church life having returned to 

several pre-Covid practices.  
 

 To make room for more to gather and to      

strengthen the possibility of connections with one 

another, we return to the parking lot on Sundays 

for a period of time. Face masks will be elective. 

We will encourage their use while you are                  

mingling. We also ask you to wear a mask when 

you are in the building. 

 

 To encourage the presence of God’s people,              

consecrated communion elements will be                 

available only to those who are genuinely                 

homebound, but available to all who gather to 

meet the Resurrected Jesus at his table.  

 

 During this time we will also begin to transition to 

offering communion by intinction.  
 

 The Wednesday evening communion service will 

become a primary worship service as an                      

alternative service of worship to those who are 

unable to attend on a Sunday. The Covid-19                

experience has revealed a need for an “other 

than Sunday” primary service. Communion will 

continued to be offered. Presently, Wednesdays 

begin our weekly worship sequence as it                          

anticipates the coming Sunday in its passages, 

music, and devotion. We anticipate Wednesdays 

becoming the concluding service in the weekly 

sequence.  

A key word for this season in our Church-life is 

“pivot.”  Our ambition remains pleasing Jesus 

Christ by making disciples. Gathering for                

worship, sharing accountable relationships, 

reading and teaching God’s Word in study,  

outreaching witness, and exercising and                

stewarding God’s gifts are five fundamental 

categories of our shared and discipled life we 

must consider. Within these five categories, we 

are thinking worship services, Bible School,  

Sunday School, mission trips, fellowship                 

opportunities, age level ministries, etc. Covid-19 

impacted all of this. For the next several 

months, we will be ready to pivot, to change as 

necessary, in order fully to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ, and that is no small ambition. 
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Overwhelmed by God’s love it is with great joy, love and thankfulness to say the following:   

“Praise The Lord for each one of you who prayed for me, brought delicious meals as well as special 

treats, called, sent cards of blessings, during my surgery and recuperation.   

God is love and he who abides in love abides in God and God in him —I John 16b 

Truly God lives in you and through you and I am most humbled, appreciative, grateful for all you have 

done to bless me!! I am praying for Him to bless each dear one of you bountifully always !!!                  

 Lovingly , Mary Gorzalski 

You are invited to join your church family in this emphasis on PRAYER for the month of May 2021.                  

By signing up via the website or the forms in the church bulletins, you will commit to pray for 3 people, 

by name, each day for the month.  You, as well, will be assigned to someone who will pray for you.                   

It’s a win-win situation for everyone.  No one can have to much prayer said over them,                                          

nor can anyone pray too much!  You can’t out-pray God! 

We will provide you with the names for whom to pray, some general information about that                 

person (given by them), and some prayer suggestions and prompts.  It’s such a simple plan and has 

such massive implications!  The prayer power rising up from our Garber family will be life changing for 

the prayer participants, our church, our community, and well into the world. 

If you would like to connect with your church family in prayer for the month of May (we encourage you & 

hope you will!), look for the sign-up cards in the bulletins on April 11 and April 18, or beginning April 11 go 

to our website at connect2garber.com to find the online form.                            

Once all forms are collected, prayer partners will be placed together and the names/information will be 

sent to each person.   Our Connect2Prayer “Pray for 3” start date will be Sunday, May 2. 

Questions?  Please call Mary Coleman at 637-4022 for help, answers, and more information. 

 

We are excited about our “Pray for 3” prayer focus for the month of May (see article above).                    
Our intentional focus on 3 people, lifted in prayer, will change lives, for sure! 

To put an exclamation mark on the end of our prayer focus, let’s join together and pray for our                    

neighborhoods!  On Saturday, May 29 -OR- Sunday, May 30, we encourage you to walk around your 

neighborhood — as far as you can go — and purposefully pray for each home and family on your route.  

The house may or may not be a Garber Family home, you may or may not know the residents, but pray 

for blessings on their home and specifically for their relationship with the Lord, our Savior.                               

You can do this as a family, by yourself, or with a friend — but be intentional!                                                

Even if you only get one block, pray hard for those on that block! 

Thank you, Garber Family, for being people centered in prayer!  We look forward to hearing amazing 

stories of life change during the month of May 2021! 
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Our seniors enjoyed another outing to the movies on March 19th. 

As we watched “The Flywheel”, we were reminded of how God 

wants us to live our lives every day so that we finish life on this 

earth well. Troubles will come, but it is how we face those                   

challenges and make Godly decisions that make the difference. 

The seniors are scheduled for another outing on April 9th. We will 

be going to see “The Wall that Heals” at Lawson Creek Park. This 

replica of the actual wall is a tribute to all who sacrificed and lost 

their lives in the Vietnam War. We are excited that this is coming 

to New Bern this year. As we celebrate this season of Easter, may 

we never forget what God has done for us in Jesus Christ.  

Did you know?  Garber has a special gift for each and every one of our members…                                           

You have access to thousands of free videos from RightNow Media!                                                             

Logging on and accessing this incredible resource is EASY AS 1...2...3!   

1)  Visit www.rightnowmedia.com 

2) Create a user name and password  

3) Explore the vast online content 

Questions? Contact Mary Coleman at mcoleman@garberumc.com 

Ignite Student Ministries is continuing our weekly 

gatherings for Middle and High School with a new 

series: This series will cover                     

different topics on how to use biblical principles 

and truths to shape our relationships with other. 

We are covering topics such as friendships,                    

dating, purity, technology, and identity. 

For more information please visit:                               

http://connect2garber.com/grow/youth 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

Sign-ups for VBS start APRIL 12th! 
 

Emails will be sent out to all Garber families and families who have previously  

participated in VBS on Monday, April 12th.  Registration is limited to 20 kids per grade 
level, so check your calendars and plan to join us  

June 7th-11th for Elementary (K-3) VBS and June 21st –25th for Preschool VBS!   

(When registering kids, please note the grade they have COMPLETED on the form) 
 

This year you will be asked to sign-up for VBS using a Google form.  Once registered, 
you will receive a confirmation email with more VBS 

details including drop off and pick up procedures,  
daily schedules, and volunteer options. 

  

We are looking forward to two WONDERFUL WEEKS of 
VBS this summer!  We hope you can join us as we          
enter into the Wilderness, joining Moses and the               

Israelites as they escape Egypt and travel to parts            
unknown—trusting God all the while!   


