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The 

Come join us in celebration! 
 

Christmas Eve Worship times: 
 

4:00pm Family Worship Service 

in Morris Hall 
 
 

11:00pm Candlelight Service 

in the Sanctuary 

 

           Join us Wednesday night, December 11th   

                for the Garber Family Christmas Dinner   

               and Children’s Christmas Musical! 
 

       Dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m.   

     The musical will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The Garber children have been working hard to prepare as they tell an exciting  

and funny story reminding us that Jesus came to bring true peace on earth.  

Come join us for this very special presentation!  

Advent & Christmas  

at Garber Church 
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Advent Season Memorials/Honorariums  
 

Each year the church decorates with live wreaths and other decorations to enhance our Advent and  
Christmas season worship.  You may contribute to the expense of these beautiful items  

by giving in memory or honor of a loved one.   
 

There will be many live wreaths and poinsettias, as well as many other decorations,  
that will serve as offerings to God during this season. 

 

A list of these remembrances/honorariums will be in the worship bulletins on Dec. 15.   
 

Beginning Dec. 1 there will be forms in the bulletins for you to fill out, or you may  
come by the church office.  Deadline is Dec. 10.  Thank you for your contribution! 

 

Alternative Christmas Giving 
Beginning December 1 

Plan your Christmas giving list now and for those hard to buy for friends or relatives, or the loved 
ones you really want to honor with a special gift, and purchase an Alternative Giving Card from  
Garber Church! 
 

 Alternative Christmas Giving honors someone with a donation made in their name to one of 
our special mission projects.  This year’s 2019 Alternative Giving projects are Religious  Community 
Services (amounts of $5, $20, $50, and $100, or larger) and Backpack Blessings (amounts of $12 
and $24, or larger).  Along with the card, there is a full explanation of the mission you have chosen 
and how the money you give will be used to serve those less fortunate in our  community. 
 

 Another bonus:  it’s so easy to do!  On Sunday December 1 and December 8, Alternative    
Giving Cards will be available to purchase in the Courtyard and the Atrium.  You purchase the 
card, complete with envelope, take it home, fill it out, address it, mail it.  Super easy!   
 

 Why give in this manner?  It honors the recipient with a gift made in their name to a helping 
agency; it helps people who are less fortunate; it glorifies God!  It’s a win/win gift! 
 

 Thank you for your support of this Garber mission project.  Last year these popular             
alternative giving projects brought in over $8,000 for local missions!  We are excited to offer this 
again at Garber! 
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                              The Annual Garber Giving Tree 

                                 December 1 and 8 

The tags on our Annual Giving Tree represent children who will have very little, 

or no Christmas this year without our help.  Our Giving Tree this year will      

support approximately 60 local children, 20 each from Bangert Elementary, J T 

Barber Elementary, and Ben D. Quinn Elementary schools respectively. 

Here is how it works:   

 Take a tag off of either Giving Tree; the trees are located in the Sanctuary     
Narthex or the Ministry Center Atrium.  Please sign the tag out on the          
provided clipboard! 

 Purchase one or more items listed on the tag (for ex: all clothing sizes will be listed for the individual    
but you are free to purchase only as many as you wish). 

 Return the item, unwrapped, with the tag attached, to the tree from which you picked up the tag -- on or 
before Sunday, December 15. 

  

VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  You will have two weeks (December 1 and 8) in which to pick 

up tags from the Giving Trees located in the Narthex and Atrium.  GIFTS MUST BE RETURNED TO 

THE TREES NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15.  Any gifts not turned in by 12noon on        

December 15th will have to be replaced – the coordinators of the Giving Tree will head out to purchase 

these gifts due to the tight time frame in which we have to get the gifts ready for the schools on Monday.   

Thank you in advance for supporting the Giving Tree and for helping keep our deadlines.  We are blessed to 

be given the opportunity to freely show God’s love in our local school system to those who find themselves  

in need this year!  

Advent? Christmas? Epiphany?   

What are these seasons?  Seasons?  I thought they were holidays.   
 

The Christian Church uses the changing of time as a way to tell the entire Gospel story during each twelve 
months.  The Seasons are Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost.  The year closes with Christ 
the King Sunday.  The year begins with the four Sundays prior to Christmas Day.  The season between the 
first of those four Sundays and Christmas Day is called Advent (meaning to come). 

  

With Advent, we begin the Christian year in a posture of waiting and preparing.  
As a season, it recalls the promise of God to complete the restoration of all 
things in the coming of the Messiah.  It is not focused upon Christmas, but upon 
the completion of the Messiah’s work of which we say in the Creed, “he shall 
come again to judge the quick and dead.”  Because that day will be a day of      
judgment, Advent is a season of penitential preparation.  It is to Christmas day 
what Lent is to Easter day.  That is why both Advent and Lent are signified by 
purple.  Some have even called Advent the “little Lent.”  As we prepare for the    
coming (advent) of Jesus Christ.  We learn from those who waited for his first 
advent.   
 

In the keeping of Advent, there are helpful practices.  From December 1 through 
December 24, you could use an Advent wreath in your home as we will at our 
Church.  On the first Sunday of Advent (Dec. 1 this year), light one candle.  The 
next Sunday light two; the next, three; then four.  Try singing Advent carols    

instead of Christmas carols.  Look for songs about Christ coming as King.  Look for songs about how to wait.  
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” is an Advent Song.  So too is “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  Other songs 
combine the themes of Advent with those of Christmas.  “Joy to the World” is among them. 
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Advent gives way to Christmas.  In our Christian story, though the people 

looked for consummation of all things in the coming of Israel’s Messiah, God’s 

work unfolded more slowly, and a baby was born in a stable.  The Christmas    

season begins on Dec. 25 and lasts twelve days.  In this season, we tell the   

story of God becoming a human being.  The color for worship is white; the mood 

is celebration.  How wonderful is the good news that the Virgin’s child is none 

other than Emmanuel, God with us.  Christmas, however, is too powerful of an 

event to be contained in twelve days.  Therefore, it pushes forward into Advent 

or even into the season after Pentecost as already we look forward to Black     

Friday sales.  Unlike people of a thousand years ago, we set up the tree well  

before December 24.  Unfortunately, that means some of us remove all our 

Christian symbols before the twelve days are over.  As your family keeps Christmas, you will, of course, give and 

receive gifts.  You may want to adjust that practice to include care for someone in need (Matthew 25:31).  

Use of the Creche (manger scene) is particularly appropriate.  So also are Christmas songs. 

  

Epiphany is January 6, and the season continues until Ash 

Wednesday (Lent).  The color is green.  An “epiphany” is a       

manifestation of someone or something.  As Jesus was           

manifested to the gentile magi (January 6), as he was           

manifested to Israel in his baptism by John (first Sunday), and 

as he was manifested to his disciples in his transfiguration (last 

Sunday), who Jesus is became more clear as did God’s love for all 

the world.  If you are using a manger scene at home, on January 

6 add the wise men and sing “The First Noel” or “We Three 

Kings.” 

  

Keeping the seasons tells the story of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  In worship with the church and at home, 

observing seasons gives us another way to pass on the faith to our families and friends.  


