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         MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR      

Paradox, the dictionary defines it as an apparently contradictory statement that may nonetheless be true.  
The Bible is replete with paradox.  “When I am weak, then I am strong,” the Apostle said.  Or in                            
1 Corinthians 3:18, “Let no man deceive himself.  If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age,              
let him become foolish that he may become wise.” 
 

Consider these portions from Michael Card’s song entitled “God’s Own Fool” which is built upon paradox.   

 Seems I’ve imagined him all of my life,  As the wisest of all of mankind. 

 But if God’s holy wisdom is foolish to men, He must have seemed out of his mind. 
 

 We in our foolishness thought we were wise.  He played the fool and opened our eyes. 

 We in our weakness believed we were strong; He became helpless to show we were wrong. 
  

 So we follow God’s own fool, As only the foolish can tell. 

 Believe the unbelievable; Come be a fool as well. 
 

The coming seasons offer us paradox.  An ancient hymn writer named Ephraim Syrus (c. 350 A.D.) who                 
was a favorite of John Wesley, also sang of the power of paradox.  From his Hymns on the Nativity we                  
read these lines: 
 

It was by Power from Him that Mary was able to bear in Her bosom Him that bears up all things! 
She gave Him milk from Himself that prepared it, she gave Him food from Himself that made it!  
He gave milk unto Mary as God; again He sucked it from her as the Son of Man.  Her hands bare 
Him in that He had emptied His strength; and her arm embraced Him, in that He had made                
Himself small.  (Hymn III) 

 

A wonder is Thy Mother.  The Lord entered her, and became a servant; the Word entered her, and 
became silent within her; thunder entered her, and His voice was still; the shepherd of all entered 
her; He became a lamb in her.  The Belly of Thy Mother changed the order of things, O Thou that 
orderest all!  The rich went in, He came out poor; the High one went in, He came out lowly.                    
Brightness went into her and clothed Himself, and came forth a despised form. (Hymn VIII) 

 

We come to see Thee as God, and, lo! Thou art a man; we come to see Thee as man, and there  

Shineth forth the light of Thy Godhead!  (Hymn VIII)  
 

Mark Lowry wrote a popular Christmas song, “Mary Did You Know.”  It to depends upon paradox. 
        

Mary, did you know?   

 The child whom you delivered, Would one day deliver you. 
 

In the days of Caesar Augustus, that ruler of Rome, a census and tax were ordered (Luke 2).  As that king 
would make himself rich by bringing all people into his debt, another King would make himself poor in 
order to forgive the debts of all people (Ephraim Syrus, Hymn IV).  In this season may our eyes be opened 
to see the truth and power hidden in paradox. 

       —David A. Banks 



 

                             

TOR      ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP  

Each Sunday during the season of Advent we will be looking                                                      
at a different Advent/Christmas Carol. 

Advent is the season we anticipate the return of Christ to                                                    
stablish a new heaven and a new earth.  To say it another way, we are in                                   

a posture of waiting and preparing for the completion of the Messiah’s work. 

The Advent season is a wonderful time to invite a friend or neighbor                         
who doesn’t have a church home to worship with us at Garber Church! 

 

November 27  Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

Luke 2: 8-16; Revelation 11:15-19 

One service at 10am in Morris Hall  
 

December 4 Joy to the World 

Psalm 98; Luke 2: 8-11 

Sanctuary Worship at 8am  Morris Hall Worship at 11am  

 

December 11    O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Micah 5:1-4; Revelation 1: 1-8 

Sanctuary Worship at 8am  Morris Hall Worship at 11am  
 

December 18    Christmas Cantata  

8am and 11am in Morris Hall 
 

December 24     O Holy Night 

Psalm 5:7;  Luke 2:8-20; Matthew 2:1-12 

Family Service 4pm in Morris Hall and Candlelight Service 11pm in the Sanctuary 
 

December 25     Christmas Day Service 

Sanctuary Worship at 11am 

No Sunday School 
  

January 1      The Covenant Worship Service  

Sanctuary Worship at 8am  Morris Hall Worship at 11am  

Sunday School Resumes  

 

 



 

                             

 

OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

DECEMBER 13 

 

 

DECEMBER 14   

 

 
 

DECEMBER 15, 16 & 17 

 
 

DECEMBER 18 

 
Kids in Christ Christmas Play: 

The Christmas Star  
6pm in Morris Hall 

 

Garber Preschool Christmas Play: 
The Many Shapes of Christmas  

11am in Morris Hall 

 
 

Journey Thru Bethlehem 
Thursday & Friday 5-8pm Saturday 4-7pm 

 
 

Christmas Cantata 
8am and 11am in Morris Hall  

Thanks be to God!  Garber Church prayed, packed and sent 
 933 Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
through the ministries of Samaritan's Purse. 

May God’s light shine brightly through each shoebox, and each 
child who receives these boxes be blessed. 



 

                             

Each year the church decorates with live wreaths and other decorations to 
enhance our Advent and Christmas season worship. 

You may contribute to the expense of these beautiful items by giving in 
memory or honor of a loved one.   

  
A list of these remembrances/honorariums will be printed in the                              

Worship bulletins on December 18.   
 

In your bulletins on Sundays, December 4 & 11  
there will be a form you can complete. Forms will also be available  

through the weekly emailing of the bulletins (which you can print out). 
 

You may return your completed form and check/cash by dropping it off in 
the lock box outside the Atrium or Sanctuary doors, placing it in the offering 

plates, or bringing it by the church office.  
Deadline is December 12.   

  

 Honorarium & Memorial  

Contributions  

 

Connection Coffee  

If you are newer to Garber Church and want to 
take a next step in learning more about Garber, 
please join us Sunday, December 4 at 9:30am in 

Room 123 of the Ministry Center.  
We serve a light breakfast of muffins and fruit.    
There will be opportunity to meet the pastors,  

meet others newer to Garber,  
and learn more about Garber Church. 

 

RSVP by emailing Beth Hicks at: 
bhicks@garberumc.com  



 

                             

In 2020 the Garber Giving Tree went VIRTUAL.                                                                                 
It was done due to Covid, however; it turned out to be a simple and efficient 

way to do the project...so, the Garber Giving Tree will again be done virtually.  

Most importantly, the spirit in which we give thru the Giving Tree remains 
the same — in the name of Jesus! 

 

The Giving Tree provides gifts for local school children from                                                     
Bangert, Ben D. Quinn and  J T Barber Elementary Schools.                                                                    

We work thru the guidance counselors at each school to select children in 
need of gifts this Christmas. Each child selected has two tags placed on the 
“virtual tree” — one for clothing and one for a desired toy or gift.  Often we 

include siblings that are younger or older than elementary school, so each 
child in the family receives gifts.                                      

 

 If you would like to give a gift of love from our Giving Tree,                                                      
you will “choose a tag” online, go shop or order the item(s),                                             

put your name and tag number on the gift and                                                               
drop it by the church in the designated red carts. Easy peasy!       

 

 

VIRTUAL GIVING TREE



 

                             

VIRTUAL GIVING TREE 

Here are the detailed instructions for choosing a tag online:  
 

 Visit http://connect2garber.com/advent-christmas or scan this                 
QR Code with your Smart Phone Camera. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 This will send you to the Giving Tree site where you will find over 

150 “tags”. 
 Select your “tag” and click on the green SIGN UP button;                             

then follow the instructions on the website. 
 You will receive a confirmation email once you have completed your 

sign up.  
 Deadline to bring your Virtual Giving Tree gift back to the church is 

December 11.  
 Please include a tag with your name & tag number on it when you 

return your gift to the cart outside the Ministry Center.  
 

By taking a tag from our Virtual Giving Tree,                                                                                
you are sharing God’s love to children in need in our local schools. 



 

                             

 

 ALTERNATIVE  GIVING CARDS                                                  

A long standing Advent/Christmas tradition at Garber Church is the                                     

Alternative Giving Cards.  These cards, when purchased by you and given to 

a friend or loved one, help support two of our local mission partners —                                      

Religious Community Services (RCS) and Backpack Blessings.  

 

These cards will be available to order online thru our website from  

November 27—December 11.  The cards will be delivered to your door                  

or mailed to you! Then you can address them and send them to your loved 

ones, teachers,  neighbors, or others.  These cards both honor the person to 

whom you send them, as well as financially help the two named missions.  

It’s a win-win!  

 

A gift of love has been given  

in your honor to  

Backpack Blessings 

to provide weekend food 

for one child for two months. 

 

Given by 

 

__________________ 

Christmas 2022 

 

“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one 

of  

the least of these brothers of mine,  

you did for me.” 

Matthew 25:40 

 

 RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY SERVICES  

OF NEW BERN 
 

$5 Feed one person for 1 day  

$20 Feed a family of two for 2 days                                                                                          

$50 Feed a family of four for 4 days   

$100 Feed a family of five for 8 days 

 

BACKPACK BLESSINGS WEEKEND FOOD KITS  

FOR LOCAL SCHOOL CHILDREN 
 

$15 Weekend Food Kits for 1 month/1 child                                                                                    

$30 Weekend Food Kits for 2 months/1 child 



 

                             

 

ALTERNATIVE  GIVING CARDS                                                  

Here’s how you order Alternative Giving Cards: 
 

1) Visit www. connect2garber.com/advent-christmas 

and access the Alternative Gift Giving Cards Portal  

or scan this QR code with your Smart Phone Camera.  

 

 

 

 
 

2) Choose the mission and the amount from the listed options. 
 

3) Pay online with a credit card. 
 

4) Your cards will be delivered to you via US Mail  

or delivered to your doorstep. 
 

Thank you for your support of this long standing mission project!   

We raise several thousand dollars each year which                                                            

is a much needed blessing to these missions!  
 

Your friends and family will be honored and excited to receive  
such a great gift that holds so much meaning and promise for others! 



 

                             

Thirty MOSAIC members will be getting in the Christmas Spirit on 
December 2 as we travel to Selma, NC for the Christmas Jubilee at the 
Rudy Theater. Before returning to New Bern we will enjoy a Bob Evans 
lunch in Smithfield followed by a little holiday shopping at DeWayne’s 

Boutique and Gift Shop.  

If you would be interested in supporting our                                                          
Kingswood Stocking Project this year, please contact Sue Webb to sign 

up or give a donation. We love supporting our afterschool kids and 
showing God’s love from our MOSAIC Group in December.  

 

We wish each of you a very Blessed and Merry Christmas.                                 
May your Christmas this year reflect the “light and love”                                        

of Christ wherever you go! 

     

Watch your January Newsletter for upcoming 2023 MOSAIC Events. 
Contact Sue Webb, Senior Adult Ministries Coordinator at 

swebb@garberchurch.org for more information.  

Merry Christmas from MOSAIC SENIORS 

IGNITE CHRISTMAS  

Middle School Ignite Celebration 
 December 14 from 5:30pm-7:15pm 

 

High School Ignite Celebration                                                               
December 18 from  5:30pm-7:30pm 

Be on the lookout for more information from Jacob Hardin, Student Minister. 



 

                             

END OF YEAR GIVING 

As we transition into Garber Methodist Church, now is the time to update the 
payee to any automatic giving you have set up.  Contributions to Garber UMC                

will continue to be accepted, but the change will provide clarity as we                          
move forward.  Check that your financial institutions have our new name                         

and tax ID if needed.   

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

BY CHECK written to Garber Methodist Church (or Garber Church) 

Left in the plate during worship 

Left in the drop boxes near the Sanctuary or Office Doors 

Mailed to 4201 Country Club Drive New Bern, NC 28562 
 

ONLINE 

Go to www.connect2garber.com/giving 

Scan the QR code in the bulletin to access the online giving portal 

Text GARBER to 73256 to access the online giving portal 
 

THROUGH YOUR BANK’S BILL PAY PROGRAM   

 Payee is Garber Methodist Church (or Garber Church) 
 

VIA YOUR INVESTMENTS  (new Tax ID: 92-0987542) 

 Payee is Garber Methodist Church (or Garber Church)  

 Stock contributions 

 IRA distributions 
 

AMAZONSMILE 

  Shop and give at the same time!  We are in the process of registering Garber 
 Methodist Church as an AmazonSmile organization—please watch for 
 more information in the new year.  Garber United Methodist Church will 
 be removed from Amazon Smile after 12/31/22. 
 

God bless you and thank you for your loving support                                              
of the mission of Garber Methodist Church. 
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Join us for a musical, living nativity.                  
This is a free, outdoor, family friendly 

walk through experience;                                   
each “journey” will last                                    

approximately 20 minutes.                         
Come experience the reason                          
for the season and encounter                        

the living Christ! 

Thursday, December 15 (5-8pm) 

Friday, December 16 (5-8pm) 

Saturday, December 17 (4-7pm) 

JOURNEY THROUGH BETHLEHEM 


