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Sisters and Brothers, Good Morning!  My name is Josh McCollum, I am the Chair of Church Council which is the 

leadership body of Garber Church.  As Mary and Judy have done, I’d like to begin with a personal statement 

that shares some of my thinking in this matter, then I’d like to talk to you about Church Council’s decision to 

recommend that Garber Church take action to join the Global Methodist Church. 

I have been a Methodist my entire life.  My grandmother helped to found the church in which I was baptized as 

an infant, which itself was a successor church to another Methodist church founded by some of my ancestors 

over a century prior.  My thinking has been shaped in my lifetime by Methodist theology, but even before that, 

my thoughts, in my upbringing, bear the legacy of my Methodist ancestors.  I often joke, I am unable to think 

other than like a Methodist.   

Of course, I am not unique, all faithful Christians, both infant and aged in faith alike, bear the legacy of centuries 

of faithful Christians before them.  Paul illustrates our duty, and the legacy of our faith this way in 1 Corinthians 

15: 2-11: 

For I handed down to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures,  and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according 

to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  After that He appeared to more 

than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen 

asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, He 

appeared to me also. For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not 

prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. Whether 

then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 

The gospel originates outside of us, and it is received by us through the Holy Scripture and the Holy Spirit’s work 

through the preaching and teaching of faithful Christians.  It is a contract of adhesion; Christ’s demand is full 

surrender to His authority in our lives and to the Gospel message.   When we are faithful to Christ’s command at 

the Great Commission, we continue this unbroken legacy that has worked in us, and join Paul and the other 

Apostles in preaching the Gospel according to the scriptures.   We preach, so that others may believe the same 

Gospel that we received, that transformed our lives.   

As a lifelong United Methodist I am grieved by the conflict within our denomination as it puts pressure on Garber 

Church.  While I have prayed for peace and reconciliation within the United Methodist Church, I cannot, in good 

conscience, support any position that is contrary to Scripture and Traditional Orthodox Christian teaching.  It is 

my duty to hand down what I also received.  The Global Methodist Church seeks to continue legacy of Traditional 

and Orthodox Methodist teaching; the other choices before us, simply do not.  As a member of the Task Force, I 

voted to recommend the Global Methodist Church as Garber’s denominational choice. 
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Council’s Decision 

Now, I’d like to talk to you about the decision and recommendation of Church Council. 

As you’ve heard from our previous speakers today, the Church Council has been aware of, and in some 

capacity, working on this issue for years.  While each person who serves on Church Council comes to this issue 

with a different perspective and criteria for reasoning, we reached a unanimous decision that the best path 

forward for Garber Church is to take action to join the Global Methodist Church.  In our discussions, there were 

four main concerns that seemed to be present on the mind of all in coming to our unanimous decision and I’ll 

share those with you now: 

1) While the presenting issue that is serving as the catalyst for a denominational split are matters relating 

to human sexuality, church council sees this as symptom of a larger problem within the United Methodist 

Church that threatens the core of our faith.  Some United Methodist Bishops and Clergy, mostly from 

Midwest and Western Conferences, have begun to question and deny core Orthodox Christian teachings 

such as the divinity and sinlessness of Christ.  The Church Council believes that matters of orthodoxy are 

integral to our faith and a necessary standard for sanctification.  Put simply:  undermining orthodoxy, 

undermines our faith.  Additionally, a problem Church Council sees in optional orthodoxy can be 

summed up in a quote by John Richard Neuhaus, “Where orthodoxy is optional, orthodoxy will sooner or 

later be proscribed.”   

 

In other words, if one piece of our orthodox teaching is optional then why not others or all?   And if we 

permit ourselves this authority, then we can abandon orthodoxy at our whim, at our pleasure, at the 

demand of society, or out of mere convenience; we then are changing the bible to suit our lives, rather 

than using the bible as the life changing instrument of God’s will as he intended.  Church Council believes 

this is not who we are as a church. 

 

2) Church Council believes that altering the core orthodox teachings of our faith, not only undermines God’s 

authority, but undermines the effectiveness of the life changing message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

As I quoted 1 Corinthians 15 in my personal statement, we view that we have a duty, to pass on, 

unmolested, the same gospel that changed our lives that we received from faithful Christians before us.   

 

On Aug. 4, 1786, John Wesley wrote: I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should ever cease 

to exist either in Europe or America. But I am afraid, lest they should only exist as a dead sect, having the 

form of religion without the power. And this undoubtedly will be the case, unless they hold fast both the 

doctrine, spirit, and discipline with which they first set out. 

 

3) Keeping in mind the quote from John Wesley, many on council are concerned that what will remain of 

the Post Separation United Methodist Church will be so fractured and ill-defined that it will have no clear 

sense of unity among its members and around the core issues of our faith.  The fact is also, whether we 

like to admit it or not, that our denomination is already fractured.  Matters regarding the divinity and 

sinlessness of Christ which some United Methodist Clergy openly question, are matters where with them, 

we can find no agreement.  We are at risk of becoming a dead sect.   

 

In contrast, The Global Methodist Church has already issued a Transitional Book of Doctrines and 

Discipline that clearly defines its stance on core matters of faith and Orthodox teaching.  Those who have 
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labored to form the Global Methodist Church hold fast to the legacy of Protestant Reformers like Luther 

who look to Scripture as the primary authority for the practice of our faith.  To remain in the Post 

Separation United Methodist church is to have these matters of faith and orthodoxy decided for us, in a 

way that is likely contrary to our beliefs and heritage.  

 

Additionally, and given enough time, church council is concerned that, the Post Separation United 

Methodist Church will become a denomination whose beliefs are akin to Unitarianism.  Again, “Where 

orthodoxy is optional, orthodoxy will sooner or later be proscribed.” 

 

4) Church Council identified that the Global Methodist Church most closely aligns with the current 

practices, teachings, and beliefs of Garber Church both now and throughout Garber’s history.  To put it 

perhaps more bluntly, if you like Garber Church the way it is, the Global Methodist Church is the best 

option to keep it as close to the way that it is as possible.   

These points are some of the larger considerations that Church Council considered, but are not meant to be an 

exhaustive list.  I am also not attempting to speak for every member of Church Council.  As I previously stated 

and you heard from our speakers this morning, we all approached this decision from different perspectives and 

different criteria for reasoning, yet we sought to be led by the Holy Spirit and reached unanimous agreement as 

a result.   

Whether you have been at Garber for 60 years, or 6 months, all of us still bear the legacy of faithful Christians 

before us.  The heritage and culture of Christian love, teaching, and wisdom that Garber church bears is also the 

same legacy of faithful Christians that spans twenty centuries.  Church council believes that the Global 

Methodist Church faithfully continues this legacy.  Choosing the Global Methodist Church is an affirmation of our 

past, and present, and the clear choice for Garber’s future.   

As the leadership body of Garber Church, Church Council makes the recommendation that we take action to 

join the Global Methodist Church, but the final decision on Garber’s future will rest with you as the professing 

members of Garber Church at a church-wide vote in the future.  Thank you for your continued prayers for 

Garber Church and the denomination, and seeking the Lord’s will above all else in this challenging time.  

 


