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The angel, Gabriel, greeted Mary by saying, 

“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”

This greeting perplexed Mary because she could not fully comprehend the

magnitude of it. Mary saw only in part; she could not see God’s higher plan. Yet

Mary was chosen by

 God for His unique purpose, to carry the Son of God. 

We, like Mary, see only in part; 

we struggle to understand God’s higher plan. 

As Paul states in 1 Corinthians 13:12, 

“for now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. 

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 

even as I have been fully known.” 

Through prayer, Bible study, and reflection upon God’s word, our perspective

changes and the true meaning becomes clear. 

When God speaks and we are perplexed, we need to look deeper and ponder His

words in our heart.

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 
a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.

The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

 

 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.
Luke 1:26-29



December 13 
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As we read Zechariah’s story in Luke, we see an example of God’s

faithfulness. In Biblical times, people believed that being 

childless meant that God was punishing you for being sinful

 or not following Him as you should. 

God chose to bless Zechariah and Elizabeth with a son, John. 

This was unexpected because of their ages and their childless life. 

Not only did God send them a son but 

He blessed them with a son who

 “will be a man with the spirit of Elijah. 

He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord.” 

This was better than either of them could have imagined! 

This is a perfect example of God answering prayers when

and how you least expect it.   

 

Prayer: Lord, help me to remember the story of Zechariah and God’s

faithfulness when I am tempted to give up on God. 

God works on His timeline. His plans are always best. Amen 
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When I read the scriptures in Luke of the angel Gabriel telling Mary that she will give birth 

to the very son of God, my mind and my heart are overwhelmed with emotion and wonder.
 

Mary was a teenager; possibly 16 years old.  Obviously, teenagers were more mature in biblical times

than I was 16.  Her responsibilities for home and family were her life's purpose with no television

programs like Dark Shadows, or basketball practice 2-3 times a week, or the Beatles on the radio to

distract her.  She didn't have books to dream about..

.like Gone with the Wind or Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier.
 

So how did Mary react?  Mary did question Gabriel, "How can this be?  I am a virgin." 

But according to scripture, she accepted what she was told in faith.  

She didn't argue with Gabriel about the plans for her future...plans that included her planned marriage

to Joseph.  She didn't throw a hissy fit with Gabriel about her reputation or 

how she should tell her parents or how she could convince Joseph that this proclamation was true. 

She wasn't concerned about the shame that comes with being an unwed mother. 

She didn't as Gabriel to sit down and further explain in detail what he was telling her or why here

instead of a newly wedded neighbor.
 

Oh, to have the faith of Mary.  God spoke to her through an angel and she totally denied herself, her

wants, her desires, her plans and responded...I am the Lord's servant.  

Let everything that you have said happen to me.
 

All to Jesus I surrender

All to Him I freely give

I will ever love and trust Him

In His presence daily live

All to Jesus I surrender

Humbly at His feet I bow

Worldly pleasures all forsaken

Take me, Jesus, take me now

All to Jesus I surrender

Make me Savior wholly thine

May Thy Holy Spirit fill me

May I know Thy power divine

 



December 15 
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“Mary’s Song” highlights three points for me. First, Mary was well versed in scripture.

 Her song mimics Hannah’s Song found in 1 Samuel. Secondly, upon hearing the news from Gabriel,

Mary shared it with Elizabeth. And finally, she MAGNIFIED the Lord!  

I’m reminded of 14 years ago when I was diagnosed with breast cancer. 

Upon hearing the results of my biopsy, we were all in shock.

 I lay awake that night, in deep conversation with God

. I had obviously prayed that the biopsy be negative. 

But since it was His will for me to have cancer,

 I wanted Him to be glorified in whatever was ahead. 

At the closing of my prayer, I asked God for a very clear message. 

If I was to leave my husband and teenage daughters, if my parents were going

to watch their daughter die, I had things to do and plans to make!

Clearly, I couldn’t sleep that night.  I wandered into my husband’s study, the only room with an

unobstructed view of our front yard. At 4:00 am, on April 7, it was snowing! 

It had been nearly 70 degrees the day before! I assumed I was dreaming and drifted off to sleep. 

Later that morning, my husband bolted in and proclaimed, “Honey, you’re not going to believe this

but we had a freak snowstorm last night. I’m so sorry but all the flowers you planted last weekend are

ruined.” He returned and said, “Wait, I think snow can be a ‘protective covering’ for flowers in bloom”.

As tears flowed, I knew God had answered my prayer. His “protective covering” was over me. 

We were later told that, although I would face months of surgeries and treatments, 

my cancer was caught unbelievably early and I would make a full recovery. 

Additionally, we learned that it had not snowed 

ANYWHERE else in our little town or surrounding area. And, it snowed for about 15 minutes.

Certainly, my story is very different from Mary and Mr. Stacy is no Gabriel! 

But, like Mary, I knew and believed in the word of God. I heard His message and I have shared this

story - His story. I pray that through it, He has been magnified. 

During this season of Advent, may you bask in His word, watch and listen for His messages 

(even from unlikely messengers) and may you truly MAGNIFY the Lord!
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Safe and Secure from all Alarms 
 

Scripture reminds us of the many things that have been done through

the mighty arms of our Creator God: 

Those arms scattered, they brought down and exalted, they filled and

they helped, and we are reminded of the need for remembrance.

Our Church likes to sing of such...

"What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 

leaning on the everlasting arms; what a blessedness, 

what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms." 

Commenting on Deuteronomy 33:27, C.H. Spurgeon suggests that there

is a promise of strength for each day, grace for each need,

 and power for each duty. 

Wherever we might find ourselves in the glorious Season of Advent, 

and given all the changes behind and yet before us, 

let us be faithful in remembering:

"What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 

leaning on the everlasting arms?

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near..."

We are, assuredly, safe and secure from all alarms! 
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Many of you know that 31 years ago a then 6-year-old in our family 

asked to have a live nativity in our front yard.  

The tradition carries on to this very day.  

We’ve had nativities with only seven little folks standing in the drizzling rain.  

Last year it was a virtual nativity with pictures from the precious 30 years.  

Most years our baby Jesus was a Cabbage Patch doll wrapped in swaddling

clothes that was lovingly cuddle by a miniature Mary.  

A few very special years we had a real live baby.  

There was the year that my dad’s neighbors had a brand-new baby boy and

he quietly was baby Jesus. Another year, my friend Sara had a sweet little

tiny baby girl all swaddled in a fluffy pink outfit. What a beautiful baby

Jesus.  Two years ago, our dear friends traveled from Raleigh and brought

their precious three-month-old baby Calum.  Though his angel-of-a-grandma

had just passed away, we were sure that the reason the other kids were so

drawn to him was because of the angelic light that shown on that baby Jesus.

All this makes me think about our REAL BABY JESUS, 

the one that God sent to us.  

Jesus looked like the babies in our nativities.  

He was an ordinary little baby.  That ordinary baby was our 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Thanks be God.
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Luke tells us that Jesus was born not in a luxurious palace but in a

place where animals stayed and could have been born much like a

new born lamb. Jesus was then laid in a manger, a feeding trough for

the animals. Next his birth was announced to lowly shepherds, the

ones who would care about the birth of every lamb and be the

appropriate ones to first receive this glorious news. A stable, a

manger and the shepherds demonstrate to us that the Christ child

came for everyone and of every status. This Christmas when you

picture the Christ child in the manger, I hope you realize that Jesus,

the lamb of God, was born to die for you and me so that we might

live forever. On Christmas day we say Happy birthday Jesus, and

thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift!

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

 
 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 

keeping watch over their flocks at night.
Luke 2:6-8


