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There is a lot to do in preparation for the season, one that is an especially busy one for

many women---cooking, shopping, decorating, hosting and more. 

We often feel the stress, "the heat." In this passage, Malachi---

the last book in the Old Testament---is telling the Levites to prepare 

for the coming of the Messiah. He asks who will be able to face Him when he appears. 

"For he will be like a blazing fire that refines metal...He will sit and judge like a refiner of

silver, watching closely as the dross is burned away."  

In this process of heating metal until it melts, the impurities separate and rise to the

surface. Without this heating, there could be no purifying.  

As we are purified by God, his reflection in our lives will become 

more and more clear to those around us.
 

When I feel the stress of preparations for this Advent, my prayer is that I can reflect on

these moments as a way God is working on me---

to not feel overwhelmed but instead lean into this scripture reading

 and reflect on how God can use these times to make me better, 

more loving and more pure. To take a breath, pray and redirect 

these fleeting moments of stressful preparation as a way to prepare me for 

His coming so I become a better reflection of Christ’s love in the world. 

That they will shape my heart and my life to be more like Christ, 

in the hectic times of the season as well as the quiet, peaceful times in our lives.
 

Prayer: 

Lord, when it gets “hot in the kitchen” and elsewhere for us this season, 

help us redirect our thoughts toward You, knowing we can use these moments to become 

stronger, more pure, more holy, more like You. Amen.
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STOP

We are approaching that time of year when two pests "hurry and

worry" have invaded our lives.  Questions may be keeping us awake at

night: When are we getting the tree decorated and is the house going

to be finished?  Are lasts year's lights going to work?  Are our gifts

ready to be mailed?  Are our gifts eve the right ones?  What time are

we eating Christmas dinner and how many will be coming?  Have we

forgotten someone?  Which Christmas Eve service is best for us to

attend and how can we get it all fitted in?  

 

STOP

We are forgetting what really matters.  The Wonder of all Wonders:  

God came to be human in a stable in Bethlehem.  

Jesus Christ is the gift of all gifts.  And how important is all the hurry

and worry we put ourselves through...this year we will focus only on

his birth and rejoice with great love because that is a miracle; that's

what is important; that's why we STOP.   
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She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 

(which means “God with us”). 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded

him and took Mary home as his wife.  
But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. 

And he gave him the name Jesus.
Matthew 1: 21-25

 

Reading this passage from Matthew reassures us that Jesus will always be

with us.  Immanuel literally means, “God with us”.

 And the name Jesus is a derivation of the name Joshua which means, 

“The Lord saves”.  Jesus came to be with us and to save us.  

This provides comfort to me by letting me know that I am never truly alone.  

No matter what happens in my world, I am not alone. 

My  hope for you, the reader, is that even when your life seems hard and no

one cares, you will know that Jesus is there with you.  

Even doing your everyday chores, Jesus is with you.  

God promised in these verses that He will always be with us.
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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold wise men came from the east to Jerusalem, saying, 

“Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? 
For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.
Matthew 2:1-3

 

History tells us that Herod was a ruthless leader, who ruled with an iron fist. 

He even went as far as killing his wife and sons to preserve his power. 

So what made a powerful king like this fear a small child? Did he know the Old Testament

prophecies or did the inquiry of the wise men from a far away country seem strange to him?

What was so special about this child that strangers would travel hundreds of miles to worship

Him and bring Him gifts? The Bible never gives us the exact reason,

 but whatever it was, Herod was determined to overcome it. 

After studying and reading, two things came to mind over and over. 

First, I think at times we can all be like Herod. We fear the unknown and we fear losing control.

We know we should lean on God and His promises, but we think can handle it on our own. 

We know we should pray and let him guide us, 

but we just push on and try to force things to go the way we want them to.

The next thing that struck me was the stark contrast between Herod’s kingdom and the kingdom

that Jesus spoke of. Herod’s kingdom was ruled with fear and violence.

 The Kingdom of God is one of love, mercy and grace. 

Jesus had no desire to become a great warrior or rule over worldly things; instead, 

He concerned Himself with serving others and doing His Father’s work.

I pray that we can take these lessons and apply them to our life.

 I hope we can overcome our fear of the unknown and learn to fully trust in God. 

I hope that we can follow Christ’s example of serving others and sharing God’s love.
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   Have you, or someone you know ever said, “I’ll have to pray about that”, when asked

for a decision?  We tend to use this to delay giving an answer.  We then go to gather

information and examine what impact the decision might have.  After all, making a

well-informed, fact supported, decision is a good thing..., Right?

   In today’s verses King Herod was gathering information.  

He asked where the Messiah would be born. His is told that the prophet Micah had

written 700 years earlier, that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.  

Herod already knew that the Wise Men were traveling to 

Bethlehem to see the Messiah, the Christ child.

   Herrod asked for and received accurate information confirming what he already knew.

You would think that he would be celebrating the  coming of the Messiah.

Instead, he fears that he may no longer be a rich and powerful king.  

Herod, even though he had accurate information made a wrong decision. 

   So, go ahead and say, “I’ll have to pray about that”. 

Then take the time to gather the all the information you need. 

That way when you do pray, and receive God’s guidance, 

you can get straight to the decision and the “Thy will be done” part.

When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them
where the Messiah was to be born. 

“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
 

 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for out of you will come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’

Matthew 2:4-6



 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact
time the star had appeared.  He sent them to Bethlehem and said, 

“Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to
me, so that I too may go and worship him.” After they had heard the
king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose

went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.
Matthew 2:7-9 

 

Our first child was born on Christmas Day and we named him Joshua.

We later found out that Joshua in Hebrew meant Jesus Saves. 

Just as God led those wise men to the star, and though Herod meant this

mission for evil-the Lord's power and protection were with the wise men. 

We have witnessed God's provision for our Joshua over and over in his life.

Josh is now grown and married and after many prayers and attempts to have

a baby, he and his wife recently adopted a baby girl. 

Josh and Gia became parents and we became grandparents. 

Once again we were all reminded that God's provision is still perfect.

 

Lord, We thank you for this child and our many blessings. 

As we travel through life may we always trust that your 

provision and protection are perfect. Amen.
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Many of you like I, have had children, grandchildren, nieces & nephews

spread out across the globe. We know the allure of a newborn. 

We’d travel anywhere to see their faces & listen to that infectious laugh.

We take just the right gifts. 

But would we do all that for one not “our own”?

 

Non-Jewish, star-gazing men, saw His star rise & followed it, knowing they

were looking for a baby, the King of the Jews. Inconceivable . . . 

but God. Amazing! From the beginning, God drew all men to Christ.

 

During this Advent season, let’s be open to anticipate unusual ways 

He might lead us. May the evidence of our joy in the knowledge of 

His presence draw others to Him. Let’s bow down & give Him the gift of

ourselves, wanting to be “more like Jesus, less like me”. 

And like the wise men, may we be attuned to things we should avoid.

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 

Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, 

they returned to their country by another route.
Matthew 2:10-12


