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In the verse Luke 2:9-12, the angel of the Lord appears to the

shepherds to bring them the good news. The shepherds are

terrified and confused. Imagine what it would have been like

to be watching over sheep at night and an angel appears with

a bright light shining around it. I would have been scared,

until I heard what it had to say. The angel was there to tell

the shepherds of Jesus’ birth and how he would be the savior

of the world. What a great feeling to know what started as

fear in the shepherds turned into the best news ever. 

With God, we don’t have to be afraid of anything. 

He is the light of the world. 

Darkness and fear cannot get to us if Jesus is in our hearts.    

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.”

Luke 2:9-12
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The Gospel according to Luke 2:13-16 telling of the birth of Jesus 

leads me to examine my heart as to who I really am.  

Jesus was so humble as to be born in a stable and laid in a manger.  

He could have come as an earthly king with all pomp 

and circumstance but shoe not to.

Point is: 

being humble is admittedly not one of my best traits.  

I tend to be self-centered and not as accessible to those I could lift up, if I

just paid attention to their plight. 

Jesus was a humble, very approachable, 

available individual as I should be for my fellow man.  

The shepherds carrying the news tells me it is my responsibility to declare

to all the people of existence of Jesus Christ.    

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
 praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us

about.”So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby, who was lying in the manger.

Luke 2:13-16
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As I read this scripture, a memory came to mind of when the church did the Journey

to Bethlehem with volunteers to portray the whole story of the birth of Jesus.  I was

a tour guide leading the groups that  came through. 

Journey to Bethlehem was very realistic with camels and donkeys, pregnant Mary

riding into Bethlehem, the shepherds, the tax collectors, the marketplace place, the

angel, the wise men and their gifts- it was a wonderful presentation that a child was

born unto us, the coming of Christ to earth as Savior.

 

The scripture points out that the lowly shepherds were passionate about getting to

Bethlehem to see this baby and they shared the good news of Jesus’ birth to

everyone.  They praised and worshipped the Lord.  The gift of Jesus is one we all

can  experience if we come to him.  This gift is eternal.

 

Taking part was such a meaningful experience for me and I felt the joy that the

shepherds felt when they went to Bethlehem.  My heart warmed with knowing I had

Jesus in it as it is the best gift of all!  During this Advent season take time to

worship our Lord and share this gift of salvation with others!

 

 This quote from J. D Greear sums it up for my experience taking part in depicting

the story. “When you know Jesus, you will realize Christmas is more than a nice

story - the arrival of Jesus changed everything”

 

When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them
about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 

they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
Luke 2:17-20
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In the beginning the Word already existed.  The Word was with God, and the
Word was God.  God created everything through Him, and nothing was created

except through Him.  The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his
life brought light to everyone.  The light shines in the darkness, and the

darkness can never extinguish it.  
John 1:1-5

 

As Christians, Advent is a time when we look forward with excitement to the

celebration of the birth of our Savior. We prepare our homes with Advent calendars,

candles, and Nativity scenes.  We also prepare our hearts during this season of

Advent for the glorious return of our Savior.    

 

The relentless news of civil unrest, sickness, and persecution, along with personal

worries, fears, and frustrations, begin to darken our hearts and our attitudes. 

 Before we know it, we can become weary and complacent in our own darkness. 

 But John 1:1-5 reminds us that Jesus, The Word, The Light, has always been and

will always be.  Invite Him into your darkness; His Light shines through the

darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it!  What a Hope we have in Jesus!

 

So, this Advent as we joyously prepare for the birth of our Savior, and look forward

to His return, draw strength and Hope from Jesus.  Let His Light extinguish the

darkness!  In our joy, we can then allow the Light to shine through us to light the

way for others.
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How wonderful is it for us to have Jesus? 

In John 1:17, we are given a comparison that shows the supremacy of

Jesus over the Law that was given to Moses. 

While the Law was a strict set of rules that had to be followed, 

it could never be followed perfectly. 

The grace and truth that came through Jesus 

far surpassed the blessing of the law given through Moses. 

It is such a great thing to know that when we miss the mark, 

we are afforded grace and forgiveness through the fullness of Jesus!

Through Jesus we can see the glory of God 

and have a relationship with Him.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying,

 “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed
me because he was before me.’”)  

Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

John 1:14-17
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 3:16
 

Even though John 3:16 is one of the most well known verses, 

we hear it so often that we can forget its power. 

It is important to stop and reflect on what it is telling us. 

God’s love is so big; for you, me, and everyone else. 

His love is so unconditional that He was willing to give 

His one and only son for us to have eternal life. 

It is human nature to feel unloved, unwanted,

or unimportant from time-to-time. 

 

I encourage you to remember this verse anytime you need a reminder of whose

love matters the most. God gave us His son because we are loved by Him, 

wanted by Him, and important to Him. God sees our value, 

even when we cannot see it ourselves. I challenge you to take a step back 

and try to see how loved, valued, and special you are to our Heavenly Father. 

 


