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In the frenzy of the Christmas season, we find ourselves searching for the

perfect gifts, the perfect decorations, the perfect attire for the myriad parties.

This frenzy, while exciting in the moment, only leaves us empty and

depleted. As a church, let us look past the worldly gifts that dangle like low

hanging fruit. Instead, let us remember Jesus, the reason for the celebrations. 

 

In the beauty that is Advent, let us hold close to this one truth: 

Every good and perfect gift is from the Lord…

we will find peace inside of our hearts, our homes, 

our church when we find stillness in the fact that Jesus will never change;

this gift will not be opened under the tree and discarded in a few months. 

If we let him, Jesus will be our gift of peace every single moment, 

of every single day, of every single year. You, my friend, have been chosen

and given new life, let us be present with Him, so that the light He has

placed in our hearts may shine bright for the world to witness.

 

Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers and sisters. Every good thing given and every
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shifting shadow. In the exercise of His will He gave us birth by the word of

truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.  
James 1: 16-18
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And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. Whoever does not have the

Son of God does not have life.
 1 John 5:11-12

 

God has given us eternal life and this life is in His Son - 

for He is the Way and the Truth and the Life,

 and He alone has the authority to give eternal life to all

who come to Him for salvation. Christ came to earth for

the singular purpose of going to the cross as Savior of

mankind, and the Father's voice was heard to say:

 'I have both glorified My name and will glorify it again.'
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“Sing of the Lord’s great love forever….”
Psalm 89:1-4

 

I am not the singer of my family, in fact, they usually ask me not to sing!

But I do have a voice; a God-given, loud voice, especially for as small as I am. 

In my sorority, I received the “special” award of “hearing me before seeing me”.

So why did God give me this noticeable voice if not to sing and rejoice in him?

The Lord has called me “to sing” in a different way. 

I have been called to do the following: “sing of the Lord’s great love forever;

with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations.

I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you established your

faithfulness in heaven itself (Psalm 89:1-2).

I am to extol his virtues; I am to tell of the Good News that our Lord Jesus

Christ came to save us from our sins so that one day we can live in heaven with

him (John 3:16-21). When Jesus Christ ascended into heaven, he commissioned his

disciples to go and share the truth with all nations. They were to go and “make

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you”

(Matthew 28:19-20) This is what I have been called to do as well, for I am also a

disciple of Jesus Christ. 

And guess what, so are you!

So with my voice, I will pray, I will teach, I will comfort, I will weep, I will

laugh, I will encourage, I will rejoice, and I will love others as Christ loves me.

And, yes, I will sing! What will you do with your voice?



Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign: 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 
and shall call His name Immanuel.

 
Matthew 1:23

 Behold, a virgin shall be with child and shall bring forth a Son, 
and they shall call His name Emmanuel 

(which being interpreted is, “God with us”).

 

“God with Us.” How is God with us? 

Do you ever wonder why you made a decision you did? 

The Lord has always been in my decisions without me even

knowing it. He led me to my first husband who was killed in an

accident and carried me through a terrible period in my life 

and then He led me to my husband, Joe. Is God with you? 

You must ask Him to be with you. 

DO IT NOW and experience the miracle of Emmanuel.
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As I write this, I am holding my almost 4 month old baby girl 

and my 3 year old son is sitting beside me. I can’t help but wonder what

Mary thought about her son being sent by God to have such weight put

on his shoulders and to be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”. 

As parents, we don’t know what the future holds for our children;

 we don’t know what “weight” will be put on their shoulders or what

“names” they will be given besides the name we gave them at their birth.

All we can do is trust in the knowledge that God has had a plan for our

children since before they were born. We have to trust that whatever

weight is put on their shoulders, God will be there. May we take time

this advent season to pray for whatever weight is and will be on our

child(ren)‘s shoulders and for God to be always present to and for them. 

For to us a child is born to us a son is given and
 the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6
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My Grandmother loves to discuss our family tree.  As a southern lady, she

understands the importance of knowing who you are and where you came from. 

 She carries with her the history, the pride, and a respect for 

those who came before her.  Roughly 3000 years ago, the familial tree of 

Jesse and King David was falling to the axe of divine judgement.   

For the next several hundred years, the remains of this tree would wither away

into obscurity; only an insignificant stump remained.  

How blessed are we that the prophet Isaiah tells us that this family tree is not yet

dead!  Out of this forgotten, insignificant stump would spring the exceedingly small

beginnings of He who would come to save the world from sin.  

He who would take human form, assume humble beginnings, teach us, and

ultimately die for us. He who was equipped with the spirit of wisdom, strength,

and knowledge.  From humble beginnings to our savior in Heaven; 

and we are a branch of that tree!  

We, as children of Jesus, should embrace these beginnings 

and let it renew in us a passion to build our own legacies of 

Christian servanthood, faith, and evangelism.  

For individually we may be but small branches, 

but collectively through Christ we are members of the

 mightiest tree the earth will ever know.

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;  
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

Isaiah 11:1
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“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me, for the Lord has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor. He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim that
captives will be released and prisoners will be freed. He has sent me to tell those who
mourn that the time of the Lord’s favor has come, and with it, the day of God’s anger

against their enemies.”
 Isaiah   61:1-2   

  A patient, quietly waiting to see me in an exam room, 

was overheard in soft refrain: “…And sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee.”

As a physician, some of my most treasured experiences with patients involved

hearing their quiet, unassuming, testimony when least expected and often in the

face of challenging physical maladies, and oppressing circumstances.  

Isaiah, sometimes called a fifth gospel, tells  us the Good News.  

While we live in an oppressed World, we have help and there’s a spiritual plan. 

He is the Messiah. He is here to heal the damage sin brings. 

 Sin is a crime that must be avenged and there will be a favored 

Day of the Lord that brings vengeance and comfort. 

Under the New Covenant, we as Christians are anointed and blessed with the 

Holy Spirit.  This is someone who is the common property of all Christians,

but also someone  we can and should become more submitted and responsive to.

Prayer:  

Heavenly Father,  Thank you for Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  

By your Grace, give us a servant’s heart.  

We cannot fathom your love, but trust that this oppressive world 

will be suppressed by you through the Holy Spirit.  

Let us spread this Good News, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen

 


