September 2019

Financial and Real Estate Training Seminar
September 28 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
As we partner together in ministry, we are very excited to offer this training as another tool and resource for pastors and leadership teams as you continue to make a difference in your local community and the Pacific Northwest.
WHY Should You Attend?
• How healthy and missional churches manage their finances
• How to structure your budget to make key ministry decisions
• The latest tax regulations for ministers
• Best practices to communicate the financial reports to leadership and congregation
• How to use and interpret financial dashboards
• Understand why capital fundraising is good for your church
What Will You Learn?
• What is the big deal with my church’s Financial Statements and Reporting
• Aligning your Budget to your Ministry Plans
• Ministerial Compensation and Taxation
• Fraud Risk Assessment and Prevention
• Intro to Real Estate Services
• Why Church Buildings Matter
• Capital Fundraising

Sundays at 9:30 am

Beginning 9/29
9:00 Sunday School

•
•

Childcare for ages 6 weeks to 5 years old

Family Village in the Fellowship Hall - children, parents & adults are welcome
• Adult Book of Acts Class in the Terrace Room - Curt McFarland will be
teaching
10:00 Worship Service

What's coming up?
Sunday, September 8—4:00 PM
Youth Group. Our youth group is open to grades 6-12. We meet on Sunday afternoons beginning next Sunday from 4-6 pm. Typically, we start with a snack and some games before moving into a time of worship
and a Bible lesson. We do lots of fun events as well, like retreats, movie nights, hikes, roller skating, and
more, so be sure to keep an eye on the monthly youth group calendar, and invite your friends!
Wednesday, September 11—9:15 AM
Mommy Connection will begin a new year of weekly meetings. What is Mommy Connection again? It’s a
group in which mothers support, encourage, and help build each other up. Mothers are happier and
healthier when they are in community. Our group has been consistently attended by around 10 women,
many of whom do not attend our church. Necia Davis is looking for guest speakers; if you have a message
that could be a blessing to mothers of young children, let her know. She is also looking for individuals who
could lead an occasional craft or service project. Please contact Necia at 425-953-0566 if you'd be interested in "stepping in" in one of these ways!
Tuesday, September 17—12:00 PM
Fellowship Luncheon. Our speaker this month is Scott Willey and he will be sharing the history of our
church building. The fellowship luncheon crew is looking forward to all the friends, neighbors and relatives
that everyone is inviting to join us. Karen Anderson is planning a great menu and her crew is ready to serve
you. Just a $5.00 donation and sign up at the Opportunity Table.
Thursday, September 19—10:00 AM
Women’s Thursday Morning Bible Study will be going through the study “A Woman’s Heart” by Beth Moore. Please
sign up at the Opportunities Table if you would like to be a part of this study. We will be ordering books soon, the
cost is around $18. Join us for study, conversation and fellowship. Questions? Call Judi Gattis at 945-2414.
New Schedule, New Classes. New Sunday School classes for all ages starting at 9:00 am, followed by our Worship
Service at 10:00 am.

New Sunday School Classes:
Book of Acts Sunday School—taught by Curt McFarland
Curt McFarland, longtime friend of our church, once upon a time Senior High Youth Leader here (along with his wife
Kathaleen), will lead a class focusing on the early days of the church as recorded by Luke in the book of Acts. As teacher
and respected scholar John Stott stated, "The Acts of the Apostles have long ago finished; the acts of the followers of
Jesus will continue until the end of the world." What we discover as we take a close look at the life of the first century
church is that the challenges they faced we face today, and the Holy Spirit that worked through them, works through us
today.
Acts = History + Faith + the unstoppable power and love of God!
Family Village Sunday School
Family Village is an intergenerational opportunity for children, parents and adults of all ages. Intergenerational relationships have been a key component in the life of the church for a long time. Family Village will have a time for a light
breakfast, studying God's Word, playing together and praying together. Our fall theme will be Seed to Harvest. We will
connect faith stories of seeds, pumpkins, trees and fruit. Using these analogies from Scripture, we will be pushed to
look at how we are growing in our own faith and how that growth and connection to Christ helps all bear good fruit and
flourish.
Wednesday, October 2—10:00 AM
Colossians Bible Study. Please come and join this Bible study led by Warren Grant. We will meet on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of the month in the Terrace Room. Invite your family and friends, everyone is welcome, you do not have to
be a member of Yakima Covenant to attend. If you would like more information, please call Warren Grant at 823-4363.

Lawn Mowing Volunteers Needed. As our lawn mowing season is coming to a close, we are still looking for
volunteers to help finish September lawn mowing. If you are able to help, please sign up at the Opportunities
Table. If you have any questions, please contact Scott Willey at 406-5397.

Nursery and Childcare Program
Starting this month, the Nursery and Childcare Program will be sharing classroom space
with Wonderland Preschool. Preschool will be using rooms 1 and 2 on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings, while the Childcare Program has the rooms available on alternate
days. We are looking forward to collaborating and working together for the good of all!
In the past month, the childcare program has hired several new Attendants to join our
team. Feel free to stop in and greet Christa Colton, Olivia Hinojosa, and Toby Hinojosa!
In other news, I (Necia Davis) will be stepping down from my role as Nursery and Childcare Coordinator
as of Monday September 9. My family and I have decided that we need a season of greater simplicity as
we seek health and wholeness on many levels, and space to hear God's leading; we feel that the time to
start that simpler season is now. Kiley Keller has been hired to take on the Coordinator role upon my
leave. I would like to express that it has been such a wonderful experience serving on the YCC Staff team
this past year and a half, and I have truly loved getting to be a part of the life and ministry of our church.
You will still see me around, and I look forward to continuing to connect with the people of our church
family. Warmly, Necia Davis

Wonderland Preschool kicked off it's 15th year this week! We welcomed 100
families with 104 preschoolers into our doors. Wonderland Preschool is an
outreach ministry of Yakima Covenant Church, supporting all families in
their quest for a Christian early childhood education. Our goal is that preschoolers exiting our program love God, serve others and are wonderfully
prepared for Kindergarten
We are excited to be an official partner with West Valley School District again this year in their nationally recognized PreK Initiative. As a partner all Wonderland staff have been able to participate in trainings, workshops and meetings to collaborate, learn and share to better serve our community.

Wednesday, September 11 - 9:15 AM: Mommy Connection
will begin a new year of weekly meetings. What is Mommy
Connection again? It’s a group in which mothers support, encourage, and help build each other up. Mothers are happier
and healthier when they are in community. Our group has
been consistently attended by around 10 women, many of whom do not attend our church. Necia Davis is
looking for guest speakers; if you have a message that could be a blessing to mothers of young children, let
her know. She is also looking for individuals who could lead an occasional craft or service project. Please
contact Necia at 425-953-0566 if you'd be interested in "stepping in" in one of these ways!
Happy September Everyone!
We ended our summer youth group series with an epic water fight.
Hundreds of water balloons were thrown or sling-shotted, water
gun arsenals were stocked, and buckets of water were dumped on
unsuspecting youth! It was a battle for the ages. Fortunately, less water-loving
youth were on hand to record evidence of the event for future generations. Thanks
for the pictures, Abby!
Over the course of the summer, we have been focusing on learning to pray like Jesus, and to remember to pray often. We’ve also talked about sharing our testimony
with others. Our youth have had to do a bit of homework on developing a written
testimony, to think about how they might put their own personal experience into
words.
Speaking of homework, school is now in session for most of our youth. We’ve taken
a couple weeks off to let families (and youth leaders!) get in last minute vacations,
and to transition into the new fall rhythm. Normal youth group will resume Sunday,
September 8th, from 4-6pm. We look forward to reconnecting with everyone!
Keep your eyes open for fall events to come, including a family dinner and back-to-school
party. At the end of September, Yakima Covenant Church is beginning a new Sunday morning, inter-generational class that we are excited to take part in. It's open to everyone, so
whether you are a family with small children and young adults in your household or not,
we hope to fellowship with you there and get to know each other in new ways.
God bless and keep you, Jim and Anneliese

Sacred Space
The Arts and Worship Page

The Music of Change
The end of summer is nigh...already. With the coming of fall comes the reminder of how beautiful are the
predictable changes that lead us back to where we've been before, but with another year of life and experience and hopefully, wisdom, under our belts. In an agricultural valley such as ours, it becomes almost expected to speak often about seasons and change, of expectations and harvests. They come with
the territory.
Jesus knew well the impact of speaking to his audience in words they could understand, using images
with which they could readily identify.
As mentioned last month, we said a heartfelt farewell to our beloved Gay Scott-Fairbrook as choir/
church pianist. She and I spent time reminiscing about the many great memories of music and ministry
we all shared. I delivered the beautiful handmade card, made by our own June Knobel, and signed by
you good folks. We also provided her and Rick with a gift card for one of their favourite restaurants. She
was tickled!
By way of update. Our Worship Arts Commission has worked tirelessly all summer discerning, praying,
and seeking for whomever God might bring to replace the irreplaceable. We received resumes, had conversations, and a few interviews to boot. As of the time of writing, that process has narrowed it down to
two suitable candidates. We promise to keep you in the know and, hopefully, will introduce that person
to you in the next few weeks.
Seasons bring change. But, as evidenced by bins overflowing with autumn fare: apples, cucumbers, peppers, tomatoes, cherries, and more - change brings life. And life is what we have and seek to have. Pray
with and for us in this important venture! Grace and peace, R
Grace and Gratitude. We recently gave our screens folks the month of July to catch their breath a bit.
Now, as they return to their ministry, we ask you to extend gratitude to them for the challenging job
they do and grace for doing so on technology well past its “best by” date! Their dedication is real, as are
the challenges they face. We continue to work and pray towards upgrades. But, until then, we appreciate your prayers and patience as we develop this ministry with older equipment. Many thanks!

Sharing the Harvest (STH) is a mission venture that demonstrates God’s love through taking a bite out of global hunger and malnutrition. It is a shared venture of the churches of
the North Pacific Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church in support of projects
through Covenant World Relief/Foods Resource Bank. By purchasing 10 lbs. of apples for
$10 through Sharing the Harvest, you enjoy some fantastic Yakima Apples at a great price
and make a significant difference in the Central African Republic. Since 2012, the church
of the Pacific Northwest Conference have raised over $100,000 to assist CEFA and to help start new projects
through Foods Resource Bank. Look for inserts to order apples on September 22 & 29. Packing day at Wiley
Heights will be October 26
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