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Our Congregational Vitality (CV) journey began by using a resource provided by our denomination and Pacific 

Northwest Conference called “Pathway to Vitality.” Using Scriptural truths and missional markers we assessed our 

vitality as a stable church moving toward critical moment with a desire to become a healthy missional church. 

In response to this mission and our journey on the Vitality Pathway, we are making time to explore into what the 

Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC) calls the 10 Healthy Missional Markers to help create space to talk about what 

a healthy missional church looks like. 

Starting at the end of August we will focus on a different Healthy Missional Marker in worship each week. 

Yakima Covenant Church’s mission has been written, “As God’s people, we Gather in love, Grow in grace, and 

Go forth in service." And these markers express this call. 

So why are the markers important? 

Here is what the ECC's website says: 

"It is hard to measure spirituality. Some say it is even unwise to do so. Yet when we look at the New Testament, 

the disciples are coaching churches forward. They are using a frame of reference of what a vital congregation 

looks like. Jesus himself is speaking to the churches in Revelation (chapters 2 and 3) about their own strengths 

and weaknesses. 

One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is to guide churches into telling the truth about themselves, not just telling 

the truth about Jesus. In the Bible, evaluation is normal and natural. Although there is no perfect list that de-

scribes a healthy missional church, we in the Covenant are using the ten healthy missional markers. By “healthy” 

we mean pursuing Christ. By “missional” we mean pursuing Christ’s priorities in the world. 

It is our fervent prayer that every Covenant church becomes a healthy missional church. These markers help us 

to listen to the Holy Spirit…so that our ears are open to what Jesus is saying to each church....." 

Let's explore two of those now! 

Heartfelt Worship  

• We exalt and celebrate God for who He is, what He has done, what He is doing, and what He will do. 
• Worship reflects careful preparation to help give voice to many dimensions of response to God; such as  

adoration, praise, contrition, lament, and commitment. 
• People leave worship knowing something more about the heart of God and about their own hearts. 
 

Psalm 138:1a"I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart."  

"Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in 
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dismissed from the Sanctuary for their class in the  

truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks." John 4:23 

Sacrificial and Generous Living and Giving  

• We help people discover, develop, and deploy their spiritual gifts. 
• We regularly, graciously, and unapologetically teach the importance of financial stewardship in the spiritual 

growth of the Christian. 
• We have many examples of lifestyle choices being made on the basis of stewardship and the priority God plays 

in the lives of our members. 
 
"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 

and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 

good, pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more 

highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has dis-

tributed to each of you. For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 

have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in 

accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give 

encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 

cheerfully." Romans 12:1-8 

 

How do these two Markers speak to you?  

 

How is God positioning you to have a responsive heart to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to Yakima Covenant 

Church?  

What's coming up? 
 
Saturday, August 24—9:00 AM 
The Fellowship Luncheon Outing will be on Saturday, August 24. Meet at the church at 9:00 am and we 
will proceed to Yakima Valley Trolleys for a ride to Selah and back. Next, we’ll tour the Central Washington 
Agriculture Museum and have a picnic lunch. The cost will be $8.00 for the trolley ride and $6.50 for the box 
lunch. The trolley company warns us that the trolley steps are hard to navigate and the Ag Museum will re-
quire a bit of walking. If you are interested in joining us, be sure to sign up in the Narthex. For additional 
information contact the Cassatt’s at 509-965-6215. 
 



Wow, how is it August already? The summer seems to be flying by! 

It’s been a busy, hectic, sometimes crazy, 
but fun season. Youth and their families 
have gone on trips to the coast, Idaho, and 

Mt. Rainier. Many of our youth have attended summer camps, ranging from cheer 
camp, to Camp Ghormley, to Trinity Pines. It’s hard to keep track of everyone! 

We kicked off the summer together with a family campfire at the Mefford’s. It was so 
awesome that we’ve decided to make bonfires a monthly event! Thank you Liesl and 
John for opening up your space to us all. We got to meet new faces from the neigh-
borhood there, and some of them decided to stick around. We’ve been enjoying hav-
ing more friends to hang out with during our youth events. 

So far, we have gone to Ohana for shaved ice and storytime - each of the youth 
brought a favorite book to share, and those that weren’t too shy read a chapter out 
loud to the group. We also went to a Pippin’s baseball game, where Sean caught a fly 
ball! 

But our favorite activity involved water - lots of it. Buzz Rowe and his son graciously invited 
the youth group out to Naches to swim and slip-n-slide down an insanely long hill. It was so 
fun, we all couldn’t get enough of it! Also, did you know that Buzz can do a backflip off of the 
diving board? We were pretty impressed. Thanks so much Buzz for taking time out of your 
weekend to host us, it was a blast! 

This month, we hope to cram some more water and outdoor activities in before taking an 

end-of-the-summer break. There will be no youth group August 18th or 25th while Jim and 

Anneliese take a trip to London. There will also be no youth group on September 1st, as there 

is a family camp at Cascades that holiday weekend. Jim will be attending and we encourage you to come as well. 

Hope to see you there! -Jim and Anneliese Myers  

 

August 30—September 2 
Save the Date—YCC Families! We would like to invite you and your family to attend this year’s Cascades 
Family Labor Day Camp together. Camp flyers and a sign up sheet are at the Opportunities Table. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  s i g n  u p  a t  c h u r c h  o r  e m a i l  J i m  M y e r s :  
jamesmyersewu@gmail.com. 
 
Wednesday, September 4—6:30 AM 
Men's Breakfast. All men of the church are welcome to join us for our first breakfast of the season! We'll 
have great food & fellowship. Dr. Mike Brophy, Superintendent of West Valley School District will be our 
speaker. 
 

Saturday, September 7—9:00 AM 
Yakima Covenant, What's YOUR Why? If you know your Why--your specific purpose and unique mis-
sional identity--then What you do and How you do it can flow powerfully out of your Why. In this hands-on, 
active, day-long journey, leaders, key influences, and every day church members come together to explore 
and discern God's specific missional identity for your church. Together we'll remember, reflect, dream, and 
celebrate as we uncover your church’s unique sense of identity. We'll discover Why God has you right 
where you are in the community in which you find yourself: looking outward, looking forward, seeking to 
be fruitful, and seeking to multiply. 
 
Lawn Mowing Volunteers Needed. We are still in need of weekly volunteers to help mow the church 
lawn. Most weeks in August & all weeks in September are still open. If you are able to help, please sign up 
at the Opportunities Table. If you have any questions, please contact Scott Willey at 406-5397. 

mailto:jamesmyersewu@gmail.com




Nursery and Childcare Program 

Our team will be hiring two more Childcare Attendants over the summer.  If 

you know anyone who might be a good candidate, please refer them to Necia 

Davis, Childcare Coordinator.  

Over the summer the two childcare spaces (rooms 1 and 2) are being trans-

formed into preschool classrooms; Wonderland and the nursery and childcare 

program will be sharing space for this next school year!  

Wonderland Preschool had a fantastic  
Summer Bridge program. We were 
able to hold both an AM and PM ses-
sion. During our final week we were 
the host school for Project GLAD train-
ing. Project GLAD is an instructional 
model that incorporates many re-
search-based and highly effective in-
structional strategies. It is a phenome-
nal approach that is used across the country. We welcomed two GLAD certified train-
ers and 26 school teachers from the Yakima Valley area, six of which were our own 
Wonderland teachers. They are excited to bring these new strategies to their class-
room as well as the continued support and education provided by the ESD. Our 2019-
2020 school year kicks off with Parent Orientation on August 21st and the Back to 
School Picnic on August 29th. Classes begin after Labor Day weekend. Please be in 
prayer for our school, teachers and all the returning and new families coming to  
Wonderland.  

Wednesday, September 14—9:15 AM 

Mommy Connection will begin a new year of weekly 

meetings. What is Mommy Connection again? It’s a group 

in which mothers support, encourage, and help build 

each other up. Mothers are happier and healthier when 

they are in community. Our group has been consistently attended by around 10 women, many of 

whom do not attend our church. Necia Davis is looking for guest speakers; if you have a message that 

could be a blessing to mothers of young children, let her know. She is also looking for individuals who 

could lead an occasional craft or service project. Please contact Necia at 425-953-0566 if you'd be 

interested in "stepping in" in one of these ways!  



Sacred Space  

The Arts and Worship Page  

Music - Fall and Beyond 
 
The end of summer is nigh...already. With the coming of fall comes the reminder of how beautiful are the 
predictable changes that lead us back to where we've been before, but with another year of life and ex-
perience and hopefully, wisdom, under our belts. In an agricultural valley such as ours, it becomes al-
most expected to speak often about seasons and change, of expectations and harvests. They come with 
the territory.  
 
Jesus knew well the impact of speaking to his audience in words they could understand, using images 
with which they could readily identify. 
 
Earlier this year we announced the formal resignation of our own beloved Gay Scott-Fairbrook from her 
dozen-year volunteer post as choir accompanist/church pianist. Gay stepped up gladly and capably to 
fill this role in 2007. It was a role she relished and took seriously. She played for worship services, spe-
cial events, concerts, and more, with joy, facility, and dedication. I've rarely known anyone so utterly giv-
en to a particular ministry. It is something folks like me are always hunting but find less often than we'd 
prefer. 
 
Her joyful, but humble demeanor were always delightful, almost disarmingly sweet and kind. She was 
aptly named. A more generous spirit would be hard to find. 
 
And, for a season, she was ours. 
 
But, alas, that season is now over and we look ahead to how God would bless us next. Replacing her will 
be a challenge to be sure. However, if God can do it once.... 
 
Together with members of our Worship Arts Commission, I have prepared a Job Description and request 
for resume  submissions. What follows has been posted on our church Facebook page jobs section, with 
Indeed.com, with YVCC, with the Yakima Valley Worship Network and a host of other places. 
 
Pianist/Accompanist: 
We are seeking a confident, accomplished pianist. He/she will serve as accompanist for our chancel choir, 
and vocal and instrumental groups in a variety of styles, both for rehearsals and performances. He/she will 
be part of the praise band for weekly congregational worship and may be expected on occasion to perform 
solo piano pieces. Minimum of 46 Sundays/year. 
 
Still the best resource to find people is people. If those people, you!, know of someone(s) who might fit 
the bill, please let us know in the office and we can continue the conversation. 
 
Seasons bring change. But, as evidenced by bins overflowing with autumn fare: apples, cucumbers, pep-
pers, tomatoes, cherries, and more - change brings life. And life is what we have and seek to have. Let us 
pray and strive together to see how God will lead us in this journey. Thanks for being you!  



Grace and Gratitude… 

 

We recently gave our screens folks the month of July to catch their breath a bit. Now, as they return to 

their ministry, we ask you to extend gratitude to them for the challenging job they do and grace for do-

ing so on technology well past its “best by” date! Their dedication is real, as are the challenges they face. 

We continue to work and pray towards upgrades. But, until then, we appreciate your prayers and pa-

tience as we develop this ministry with older equipment. Many thanks! 



6015 Summitview Avenue 
Yakima WA 98908 

Update from the Field  

Over the past 10 years, Yakima Valley Living Waters (Yakima Covenant 

Church and Grace of Christ Presbyterian) has partnered with five church-

es in the Yucatan, installing water filtration systems. These churches see 

the water systems as a ministry to their community, providing purified 

water at a reduced price and giving it away to the most needy. This May, 

Doug Lewis travelled there to visit each of the churches, reconnecting with the people and checking on 

the systems. Please put the web address below to watch the 

short video from our most recent installation in Chaksinkin; 

the church there sends you their thanks and love!  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JesXw9jWlEnZ3ZVzn2maOFMOBPXxozCB/

view?ts=5d2ddd10  

Staff Info 

Dean Nelson—Senior Pastor 

Robert Rife—Minister of Worship & Music  

Jim & Anneliese Myers—Family Ministries 

Denise Syverson—Office Manager 

Megan Jevne—Preschool Director 

Necia Davis—Childcare Coordinator 

Clarence Leach—Custodian 

Visit our Staff page at 

www.yakimacovenant.org/about-us/staff 
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